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When the NKVD arrested Blessed Vasyl Velychkovsky and asked to deny his faith in 
Christ and his church, he answered clearly and emphatically “No, Never!” When threatened 
further and offered freedom, he reiterated his resolve: “I have said NO once and for all; and 
you can shoot me, and kill me, but you shall get from me no other word!” Blessed Vasyl made 
a choice for Christ, a choice that would change his life. This choice was a result of a life-time 
of choices for Christ. This choice led him to the priviledge of sharing in the Cross of Christ. 

 
The martyr shares deeply in Christ’s Passion. He or she imitates Jesus not only in His com-

passion and mercy for others, not only in sharing words of Good News with them, not only in 
sharing in the virtues that Jesus had, but precisely in sharing His sufferings and His Cross. As 
the martyr embraces the Cross, new profound divine life is rekindled in him, the life of the Res-
urrected Christ.  He joins Jesus in his death and thus he joins Him in His Resurrection.  

 
As we journey through the Great Fast (Lent), often we meditate on the Passion of Christ. 

We mediate on His sufferings as He carried His Cross to Calvary. We meditate how we can see 
this same suffering Christ in the everyday faces of our brothers and sisters. We meditate how 
we can embrace this Way of the Cross, in order to experience more fully the power of the Res-
urrection. The holy martyrs and Blessed Vasyl in particular show us that embracing the Cross 
can be very real.  

 
We live in a world that seeks pleasure and enjoyment as the hallmarks of a successful and happy life. The martyrs point to something 

much deeper that brings us true success, true happiness in life. It is only when we are fully united with Jesus Christ that we find the full 
meaning of our life. The martyrs reveal to us the infinite value of suffering for the sake of Christ. In a world that wants to eliminate all 
suffering at all cost, even at the cost of our integrity, the martyrs reveal to us the new life that comes from being faithful to our faith in 
Christ and our commitment to follow Him at all costs.  

In This Issue: 
The Gift of Martyrdom - 1 
Jesus - The Martyr - 2 
Testimony - 2 
Thanks to Contributors - 3 
Students at the Shrine - 4 
Prayer Requests - 4 
Prayer to the Martyr - 4 

Blessed Vasyl in 1972 in Rome shortly after 
his release from imprisonment 

 With many others you suffered greatly in the 
dark coal mines of the North, sharing in the 
Cross of Christ. Secretly you offered the Sacrifice 
of the Lord and fed the multitudes. Courageously 
you professed your faith even to the ungodly. 
Though punished severely, you fixed your gaze 
upon Jesus and therefore we sing to you: 
 
Rejoice, for you received the crown of thorns! 
Rejoice, for you were bound to the pillar of pain! 
Rejoice, for you carried the full weight of the 

Cross! 
Rejoice, for you were stripped before the un-

godly! 

Rejoice, for you drank the cup of sorrow! 
Rejoice, for you were baptized in the bath of 

pain! 
Rejoice, O Light of Christ! 
Rejoice, O Joy of the kingdom! 
 
Rejoice, for you bore insults for Christ! 
Rejoice, for you were falsely accused!  
Rejoice, O Glory of Christ! 
Rejoice, O Flame unextinguished! 
 
 Rejoice, O Bishop and Martyr Vasyl,  
 glorious Champion for Christ! 

EXERPT FROM THE AKATHIST HYMN - IKOS 8 

 NEW WEBSITE 
Please visit 
www.bvmartyrshrine.com 
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Exerpt from Clothed in White Robes  
by Bishop Michael Hrynchyshyn, 
C.Ss.R. 
 
As we reflect upon the grace of mar-
tyrdom our eyes are instinctively di-
rected to Jesus, “the faithful witness” 
and the model of all martyrs. Jesus 
gives the supreme witness of His fi-
delity to the mission entrusted to Him 
by the Father. He willingly accepted 
His death. “The Father loves Me be-
cause I am willing to give up My life, 
in order that I may receive it back 

again. No one takes it from Me. I 
give it of My own free will” (Jn 10: 
17-18). At the moment of his con-
demnation Jesus declared: “I was 
born for this, I came into the world 
for this: to bear witness to the 
truth” (Jn 18:37). 
 
In his passion Jesus exemplified the 
features that define the martyr: 

• There is the comfort of God’s 
grace in hour of agony. “An 
angel appeared to him, coming 
from heaven to give him 
strength.” (Luke 22:43) 

• Silence and patience before 
accusations and insults. “So 
he questioned him at some 
length; but without getting any 
reply.”(Luke 23:9) 

• Innocence acknowledged by 
Pilate and Herod. “Pilate then 
said to the chief priests and 
the crowd: ‘I find no case 
against this man’.” (Luke 23:4) 

• He rises above his own suffer-
ing. “Jesus turned to them and 
said: ‘Daughters of Jerusalem, 
do not weep for me; weep 
rather for yourselves and for 

your children.” (Luke 23:28) 
• Jesus accepts the repentant sin-

ner. “Indeed, I promise you, to-
day you will be with me in para-
dise.” (Luke 23:43) 

• Jesus grants pardon to Peter. “At 
the instant, while he was still 
speaking, the cock crowed, and 
the Lord turned and looked 
straight at Peter.” (Luke 22:61) 

• Jesus pleads for forgiveness for 
the persecutors. “Father, forgive 
them; they do not know what they 
are doing.” (Luke 23:34)  

 
The meaning of martyrdom is the full 
imitation of Christ. “If they persecuted 
me, they will persecute you, too.” (Jn 
15:20) He promised his companions: 
“The cup that I must drink you shall 
drink, and with the baptism with which 
I am baptized you shall be bap-
tized.” (Mk 10:39) 
 
 
Blessed Vasyl exemplified these same 
characteristics as Jesus. In his sufferings 
he became the face of Christ for all of us. 
 
 

Chapter III  Jesus – The Martyr 

Bishop Michael Hrynchyshyn C.Ss.R. 
preaching at the enshrinement 

Testimony of graces received 

Dear Father John, 
 This is a collection of the details regarding the assistance of Blessed Vasyl in  my baby’s birth. 
 The year 2003 was a challenging year. I miscarried three times, February 14/03,June 8/03 and finally De-
cember 6/03. I was between 10 and 16 weeks pregnant at each miscarriage. 
 On March 1/04 I found out we were expecting again. This was my 11th pregnancy as we are blessed with 6 
children and besides the 3 miscarriages in 2003, I miscarried in 1999. 
 On March 7, I started cramping quite a bit. I journalled a lot during this time. “Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven” “Oh 
Lord, it is so nerve racking not knowing if I should get excited.” “I am dreading the fatigue and nausea but hopeful to find the strength 
in You. I would love one more child. Help me to cope and be the best wife and mother I can be. I love You, Jesus, help me to love You 
more.” 
 On the feast of St. Joseph, March 19, I journalled - “We went to the fish fry at St. Joseph’s and visited Blessed Vasyl’s Shrine.” 

During our visit I placed my hand on his tomb and dedicated my unborn child to Blessed Vasyl. 
 I had some spotting and cramping previous to this visit. On March 21 I wrote “Here I am falling 
down on my face before You. I was really startled and disappointed. I started spotting. I’m so hoping it 
will stop but I am cramping! Thy will be done Jesus - I feel so devastated but Glory to Thy Will. I’ve 
never spotted and not lost the baby, but I am still hoping.”  
 November 1/04 “Had a wonderful visit to Blessed Vasyl’s Shrine.” I had decided to name his mid-
dle name William after Blessed Vasyl if it was a boy. I prayed to Blessed Vasyl for a safe delivery during 
the visit. Martin William was born November 12, 2004.  December 9 on the Feast of the Immaculate Con-
ception of Mary, our family went to Divine Liturgy at St. Joseph’s and visited Blessed Vasyl’s Shrine and 
I thanked him for the gift of a healthy son and placed my baby on the tomb.    
 

Kelly Duplak 
West St. Paul, Manitoba 

 

Kelly and baby Martin William 
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THANK YOU!!!THANK YOU!!!THANK YOU!!!THANK YOU!!!    
 Your generous donations make it possible for us to conduct our ministry at the Shrine and to promote the 
knowledge of Blessed Vasyl throughout the world.  Thank you to all the contributors to the Bishop  
Velychkovsky Martyr’s Shrine. We are grateful to those who have named  the Shrine as a beneficiary in mem-
ory of their loved ones. May Blessed Vasyl bless each one of you. 
 

Contributions listed below are from December 1st 2004 until January 31st 2005. 

1000 + 
In memory of Fr. Morris Dzurman, C.Ss.R. 
 Albin & Lorriane Anderson 
 Orest & Frances Bobyn 
 Josephine Bodnarchuk 
 Rose Bodnarchuk 
 John Chrush 
 James & Annie Derkach 
 Dennis Dibski 
 Andrew & Adeline Dziadyk 
 Bohdan & Eileen Ewanchuk 
 Sandra Fedoruk 
 Maurice & Elsie Holuk 
 Maurice & Elsie Kindrachuk 
 Joseph & Rosalie Kitz 
 Jackie Kjargaard 
 Lillian Kobrynsky 
 Michael & Ollie Komarnicki 
 August & Catherine Korchinsky 
 Katherine Kozak 
 Dennis W. & Edna Kyrzyk 
 Grace Lashyn 
 Dr. Joseph Lozinsky 
 Gloria Milos 
 Anita Mytytiuk 
 Alex & Gladys Nahachewsky  
 Harry & Ann Nakoneshny 
 Adrian & Vera Olenick 
 Mary S. Patrick 
 David & Iris Pidperyhora 
 Morris & Albena Pidskalny 
 Yuryj & Dr. Bernadette Popowych 
 Peter & Francis Shinkaruk 
 Olga Shutiak 
 Lillian Sianchuk 
 Boris & Olga Skehar 
 Terry & Gladys Sloboda 
 Slovak Redemptorist Fathers 
 Morris & Iris Smolinski 
 Henry & Iris Spilchuk 
 Sts. Peter & Paul Seniors Organization 
 Sts. Peter & Paul UCWLC 
 Stus Family  
 Sonia Thachek 
 Michael & Zeny Werezak 
 Rosaline Winnichyn 
 Walter & Nellie Wowczuk  
 Helene Yuzwa 
 Vi Zabinsky 
Olga Welichka 
 
 500+ 
In memory of our parents John & Olga  

Mezibroski 
 Dr. Joe S. & Janice Mezibroski 
Ukrainian Catholic Mission – Yorkton, SK 

100+ 
John & Alice Antoniuk 
Stephanie Bilyj 
Rt. Rev. Msgr. Michael Buyachok 
Michael & Helena Chuckree 
Tatiana K. Diachynsky 
In memory of husband William 
 Sonia Domitruk 
In honour of our 40th Wedding anniversary 
 Orest & Margaret Fedorchuk 
Alice Hood 
In honour of Sr. Victoria Hunchak’s  

50th anniversary in the SSMI’s 
 Anna Babey 
August & Catherine Korchinsky 
In memory of husband Alex and son Vernon 
 Anne Koroluk 
In memory of husband Stefan 
 Edith Kotyk 
Frank & Cynthia Lischynski 
In memory of husband Maurice 
 Nell Lupyrypa 
Emil M. Maybo 
North Winnipeg Credit Union 
Fred & Sonja Pawliw 
Joanna Pidperyhora 
In honour of Ratushniak & Hrywkiw families 
 Joe & Valerie Ratushniak 
Julia Saganski 
In memory of Rt. Rev. Ihor Shpytkovsky 
 John & Marta Baluta 
 Lidia Kotowycz 
 Wsevolod Andrew Shpytkovsky 
In honour of our grandchildren 
 Ronald & Adel Slobodian 
St. Paul’s High School 
Michael & Sophia Tataryn 
Steve & Phylis Trach 
U.C.W.L.C. Blessed Virgin Mary Branch 
Ukrainian Catholic Church of Assumption 

(Portage la Prairie) 
Peter & Joan Washchyshyn 
In memory of our parents 
 Walter & Nellie Wowczuk 
 
 <100 
 
 In honour of Bob & Anne Artymko 
 Vincent & Marianne Artymko 
Jennie Bailley 
Don & Janina Barrett 
Scott Beal 
George J. & Mabel R. Belanger 
In memory of Mary Bon 
 Leonard & Florence Takoski 
Rosina Brezden 
Mary Buriak 

Martin & Frances Chanas 
Paul & W. Chrunyk 
Irene Cwiak 
Rev. George Dorn 
Lew & Lubow Figol 
In memory of Laurette Gulenchin 
 Roy Gulenchin 
Holy Trinity Prayer Group (Winnipeg) 
Dmytro & Lydia Iluk 
Dan & Bella Kalenchuk 
In memory of John & Mary Kawaler 
 John & Elsie Baryluk 
Bill & Olga Kondra 
Erika Kszyk 
Michael & Mildred Kucher 
J.P. Kutcher 
In memory of Michael Lefko 
 Millie Lefko 
Helen Lukie 
In memory of Maurice Lupyrypa 
 Joe Adams 
Mary & Allen Marcinkow 
Helen McMenemy 
Lena Oliniuk 
Edna Perepeluk 
Walter & Pauline Prystai 
Phylis Radlinsky 
In memory of husband Michael 
 Jean Roshko 
In honour of Julia Saganski 
 Bohdan & Eileen Ewanchuk 
Helen Schentag 
D. Sikora 
Lena Smaluk 
Iris Smellie 
Jenny Swydnycky 
Danny & Gloria Szun 
William & Kathleen Zambrick 
Ann Zulak  
  

Contributions to the Shrine 
are cumulative. Once a donor 
has contributed a total of 
$1000, their name is placed 
permanently on the beauti-
fully designed Donor Wall in 
the museum. The other cate-
gories are: Sponsor $5,000+; 
Benefactor $10,000 +; and   
Patron   $25,000+. 
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Prayer to Blessed Martyr  
Bishop Vasyl  

 
 
O Lord God, You are praised by the whole world for the 
marvelous works in your saints. I thank you for the 
grace you gave to Blessed Martyr Vasyl Ve-
lychkovsky to be a faithful witness to You unto the 
point of death. Through his intercession I ask for the 
following favour  ____     for your  Name is glorified 
forever. Amen. 
 
 
Please inform the shrine of any favors received to: 

Fr. Provincial 
250 Jefferson Avenue 

Winnipeg, MB  R2V 0M6   
Canada 

SHRINE  SCHEDULE 
  
Monday:   Shrine is closed 
Tuesday to Friday:   10 am to 5 pm  
Saturday:    10:00 am to 1:00 pm 
Sunday:    opened until 1:00 pm 
 
  

Shrine is open to the faithful during the times  
of Liturgical Services.  The Museum is opened on weekends 

after each Divine Liturgy. 
 

Group tours are available.  
For pilgrimage group tours call for reservations 
204-338-7321 or e-mail: bvshrine@mts.net 

 
EVERY WEDNESDAY EVENING  - 7:00 pm 

Liturgical Service to Blessed Vasyl  
(Acafist or Moleben) followed by an anointing with Holy 

Oil blessed by his relics. 

Please consider Bishop Velychkovsky 
Martyr’s Shrine when planning your estate. 

Call in Prayer Requests 
For a special intention and prayer request you 
may call or e-mail us. Your prayer request will 
be placed in the shrine and remembered in 
prayer every Wednesday evening after the  
Service in honour of Blessed Vasyl. 

BLESSED VIRGIN MARY UKRAINIAN  
CATHOLIC CATECHISM PARENTS  
AND STUDENTS VISITS SHRINE 

 
“I felt very happy, but very sad because I got to 

see his relics, but sad because he died. 
I would like to meet him in person and see 

what his life was like. 
If I would be able to just see what his life was 

like I would understand a whole lot more.”  
Amelia Harik   Grade 5 
 
“I really like the shrine. I really felt touched 

when you gave us the tour. In the morning, I didn’t 
feel like going, but I am glad that I did go. My mom 
started to cry when you told us about his life. Now 
I really know a lot about martyrs . 

Thank you.” 
Tyler Spenser   Grade 5 
 
“Thank you for the excellent tour of the mu-

seum and shrine. The children were shown what 
the life of a real modern time martyr is like. The 
thought that this man lived among us is absolutely 
incredible. Surely he was sent as a gift to help us 
understand that our faith is a gift.”    

Doreen Burdey  Teacher 

 
“The tour at the Shrine was very interest-

ing. 
To hear about the things he had to endure 

was horrific, but it was very interesting to hear 
how his faith in God allowed him to live. 

Blessed Vasyl Velychkovsky is an amazing 
martyr and it is very interesting that he is bur-
ied here in Winnipeg and that this is where his 
shrine is.” 

Simeon Rusnak    Grade 8 


