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SHRINE PILGRIMAGE 
Christ is risen! Indeed, He is 
risen! 
 
Unbelievable!  It happened 
again!  It seems to happen every 
time.  Recently, our parish 
(Holy Eucharist) made a pil-
grimage to the shrine of Blessed 
Bishop Martyr Vasyl at St. Jo-
seph Parish.  After the Moleben 
service in the church, everyone 
went into the shrine to be 
anointed with oil that has been 
touched to the holy relics of the 
saint.  I was almost the last to be 
anointed of the close to 75 peo-
ple who had come that night.  
Afterwards, I stood before his holy relics and 
prayed.  And again, I had the sense that I was stand-
ing before a fire.  There was no heat.  It was a sense 
of being present before a strong light, unlike any 
other light.  I have had that sense every time I have 
come to pray before Blessed Vasyl’s relics over the 

last five years. 
 
I have asked the question 
many times – why?  The 
only answer worth listen-
ing is the one that Fr. 
John Sianchuk, CSsR 
gives so often – Blessed 
Vasyl is here in Winnipeg 
for the sake of holiness.  

Holiness.  And then I ask – 
whose holiness? Mine? Yours? 
Ours?  The answer is – yes.  All 
of the above. 
 
“Be holy, for I, the Lord your 
God, am holy,”  says the Lord 
through the mouth of the 
prophet Isaiah.  Blessed Vasyl 
was given to us – to be in our 
midst, in the midst of the Com-
munion of Saints – as an exam-
ple of how to be holy in the 
modern world. 
 
I think I know what you are 
thinking.  How can I be holy?  It 

must be for other people.  Yes, I think the same way 
at times, too.  But the fact is that the Lord wants us 
to be like Him so that we can live in Him.  What 
now arises is the question – how do I do it?  The an-
swer is that “I” don’t do it – it is the Lord who 
makes me/us holy.  It is His work in us.  We only 
have to give way to Him. 
 
I truly believe that this is the way that Blessed Vasyl 
followed on his way to martyrdom.  It wasn’t the 
martyrdom that made him holy.  Rather, it was his 
availability to being used by the Lord; it was his sur-
render to the Lord; it was his imitation of the most 
pure Mother of God – “Let it be done unto me ac-
cording to your word.”  I am sure that is why he had 
such a deep and profound devotion to the Mother of 
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PILGRIMS AT THE SHRINE 

Christ the King Roman Catholic 
Parish spend their Saturday 

morning catechism class at the 
Martyr's Shrine 

The CWLC of St. James-Assiniboia 
attend an Acathist Service and  

visitation of the Shrine 

St. Joseph's Ukrainian Catholic  
Parish UCY visit the Shrine as part of 

their Lenten retreat. 

Christ the King School make their annual 
pilgrimage to the Bishop Velychkovsky  

Martyr's Shrine. 

Sliva family from Yorkton make  
a pilgrimage to the Shrine. 

God.  He found in her the perfect example of surren-
der to the Lord, of being used by the Lord, of being 
holy. 
 
This recognition of God’s presence in our daily 
lives, not just once through the day but at each mo-
ment in the day, is an important step to being made 
holy.  St. Paul puts it well when he writes, “It is no 
longer I that live but Christ who lives in me.”  Al-
lowing this to happen, giving way the Lord, and rec-
ognizing His presence and activity in our lives is key 
to being holy. 
 
Blessed Vasyl’s presence in our midst is the call of 
our Lord to holiness.  It is our Lord’s voice calling 
us to be like Him, to dwell in Him, to find all our 
being in Him. 

What’s your answer to this call? 
 
Let’s pray for one another, indeed, for every member 
of the parish, that we may enter deeply into the holi-
ness of the Lord.  And if you need some help, go, sit 
before the holy relics of Blessed Vasyl – sit before 
the fire of God’s presence – and ask him for help.  
He is an elder brother in Christ.  Still following the 
example of the most pure Mother of God, he will ask 
the Lord on our behalf.  And the Lord will answer. 
 
Fr. Michael Winn 
Pastor of Holy Eucharist Parish in Winnipeg 
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THANK YOU!!! 
 Your generous donations make it possible for us to conduct our ministry at the Shrine and to promote 
the knowledge of Blessed Vasyl throughout the world.  Thank you to all the contributors to the Bishop  
Velychkovsky Martyr’s Shrine. We are grateful to those who have named  the Shrine as a beneficiary in 
memory of their loved ones. May Blessed Vasyl bless each one of you. 

Contributions listed below are from March 1st 2007 until April 30th 2007. 

1000 + 
Elizabeth Drost 
In memory of Br. John Kanski  C.Ss.R 
 Mr. and Mrs. Tom Abrametz 
 William Bailey 
 Mr. and Mrs. Peco Chorney 
  Mr. and Mrs. Ted Denischuk 
     Mr. and Mrs. Larry German 
      Jacqueline Gulka 
      Mary Hamm 
      Bettie Haverluk 
      Alice Hood 
      Mr. and Mrs. John Hunko 
      Mary Jane Kalenchuk 
      Mr. and Mrs. Steve Karkut 
      Ben V. Kluk 
      David Klym 
      William Klym 
      Mr. and Mrs. George Kniaz 
      Olga Kondra 
      Mr. and Mrs. Peter Kowalyk 
      Stan Kyba 
      Mary Lazurko 
      Walter Lukey 
      Sophie Madarash 
      Mr. and Mrs. Andy Mathuik 
      Emil M. Maybo 
      Mr. and Mrs. Ed McLashen 
      Mr. and Mrs. Leo Misko 
      Zenon Musey 
      Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Novak 
      Mr. and Mrs. William Oleynik 
      Mr. and Mrs. Albert Otchenash 
      Mr. and Mrs. Fred Pawliw 
     Edna Perepeluk 
      Leo Piasta 
      Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Pidkowich 
      Joanna Pidperyhora 
      Kenneth Piecowye 
      Mr. and Mrs. Ned Pisiak 
      Mary Popowich 
      Mr. and Mrs. Walter Prystai 
      Doreen Rathgeber 
      Mr. and Mrs. Joe Ratushniak 
      Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Rodakowski 
      Lorne Sakundiak 
      Eva Signarowski 
      Mr. and Mrs. Stan Sirdar 
      Mr. and Mrs. Robert Sliva 
      Gerald Smysnuik 
      Victor Sorochuk 
      Mildred Spelay 
      Mr. and Mrs. Ernie Spilchuk 
      John Nicholas Starosta 
      Mr. and Mrs. Lorne Stechyshyn 
      Frances Stelman 
      Mr. and Mrs. Glen Tymiak 
      Mr. and Mrs. Ben Uhryn 
      Mr. and Mrs. Nick Wasylynka 
      Mr. and Mrs. Walter Wowczuk 
      Mr. and Mrs. Frank Zeaton 
Slovak Redemptorist Fathers 

Sts. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
Saskatoon 
 
 500 + 
In memory of Nicholas Gural 
      Victoria Cabrera 
      Mr. and Mrs. Don Chipilski 
      Mr. and Mrs. Mary Marcinkow 
      Mr. and Mrs. Marven O'Neil 
 
 100 + 
William and Genevieve Berezny 
In honour of mother Maria 
 Fr. Bohdan Borowec 
In memory of family member 
 Adella Byblow 
James and Annie Derkach 
Father Seelos Center 
In memory of family members 
 Roy Gulenchin 
Holy Eucharist U.C.W.L.C. 
Knights of Columbus, Fr. Delaere Council  
Knights of Columbus-Holy Eucharist Council 
 #11330 
In memory of Mary Kozakewich 
      Bill Bereziuk 
      Damian Bilinsky 
      Gregory Bilinsky 
      Mary Glicaria Bilinsky 
      Mr. and Mrs. Len Yachison 
Patricia Kreklewetz 
Dennis and Kathy Lozinsky 
For health of Rose 
 Mr. and Mrs. Metro Lukie 
In memory of Stephen Nebozenko 
      Olive Nebozenko 
For health of nephew 
 Mr. and Mrs. George Palmer    
 Mr. and Mrs. John Pidskalny 
Mr. and Mrs. Casper Stoski  
 For health of Bruno and Leona 
 Joan Turek 
Elsie A. Tymchak 
U.C.B.C. Holy Eucharist Branch 
 
 <100 
Saminder Bhalesar 
In honour of parents 
 Hazel J. Borodey 
Genevieve Borys 
In memory of Edward Cholosky 
      Nell Lupyrypa 
Christ The King School 
Marianne Derkach 
In honour of Juana Laureta 
 Veronica Domingo  
John Drysdale  
In memory of Debbie Dunits 
      Dorothy Labay 
In memory of Fr. Morris Dzurman, C.Ss.R. 
      Olga Pozniak 

In memory of Eillin Rairdon 
 Mary Earnshan  
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Happychuk  
Catherine Holmes  
In memory of Mary Mae and Stashy 
Hunter 
 Bonita Hunter-Eastwood 
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Kalenchuk  
Mary Jane Kalenchuk 
In memory of John and Barabara Karlicki 
      William J. Karlicki 
Mary Kohut  
Iris Kozarchuk  
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kuzminski  
In memory of Helen Lukie 
      Olive Gurica 
In memory of Roman Manchyn 
      Mr. and Mrs. Leo Baluta 
In memory of Volodymyr and Irene 
Molodecky 
      Anna Banera 
Dr. Richard Moorhead  
In memory of Helen Moroz 
      Mr. and Mrs. John Kravetz 
In memory of Roman Poluha  
      Mr. and Mrs. Leo Baluta 
In memory of Tony Praziaznuik 
 Nell Lupyrypa 
In memory of Thomas 
 Redemptorists of Concord  
Redemptorists of Venice Fl  
In memory of husband Michael 
 Jean Roshko  
Jean Rubel  
For health of Miguel and Maria Ormita 
 Manuela Rubio  
Arthur Schamp  
Kathy Senenko 
Lillian Sianchuk    
D. Sikora  
Mary Sinclair  
Lena Smaluck  
Iris Smellie    
St. James Assiniboia CWL 
In memory of Zenon Swydnycky 
      Jenny Swydnycky 
For health of Debbie Vander-Wolf 
      Mr. and Mrs. Ed Nakonechny 
Mr. and Mrs. A. Winkler 
In memory of Ann and Steve Feskow and 
Michael and Mary Zambrick 
 Mr. and Mrs. William Zambrick 
For health of William Zambrick 
 Mr. and Mrs. William Zambrick 
Frank & Nellie Zeaton 
In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Oshust, 
Johnnie, Rose and Marie 
 Ann Zulak 
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Prayer to Blessed Martyr  
Bishop Vasyl  

 
 

O Lord God, You are praised by the whole world for the 
marvelous works in your saints. I thank you for the 
grace you gave to Blessed Martyr Vasyl Ve-
lychkovsky to be a faithful witness to You unto the 
point of death. Through his intercession I ask for the 
following favour  ____     for your  Name is glorified 
forever. Amen. 
 
 
Please inform the shrine of any favors received to: 

Fr. Provincial 
250 Jefferson Avenue 

Winnipeg, MB  R2V 0M6   
Canada 

SHRINE  SCHEDULE 
  
Monday:   Shrine is closed 
Tuesday to Friday:   10 am to 5 pm  
Saturday:    10:00 am to 1:00 pm 
Sunday:    Open until 1:00 pm 
  

Shrine is open to the faithful during the times  
of Liturgical Services.  The Museum is open on weekends 

after each Divine Liturgy. 
 

Group tours are available.  
For pilgrimage group tours call for reservations 
204-338-7321 or e-mail: bvshrine@mts.net 

Website: www.bvmartyrshrine.com 
 

EVERY WEDNESDAY EVENING  - 7:00 pm 
Liturgical Service to Blessed Vasyl  

(Acafist or Moleben) followed by an anointing with Holy 
Oil blessed by his relics. 

Prayer Requests 
For a special intention and prayer request 
you may call or e-mail us. Your prayer re-
quest will be placed in the Shrine and re-
membered in prayer every Wednesday 
evening after the Service in honour of 
Blessed Vasyl. 

 

 
ANNIVERSARIES 
 

The Redemptorist of the Yorkton Province 
are concluding their year of centenary 
celebrations on September 23, 2007 with 
a Pontifical Divine Liturgy in St. Joseph’s 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba followed by a banquet.  
 

Saturday September 22 marks the 5th an-
niversary of the transfer and enshrine-
ment of the holy relics of Blessed Vasyl 
Velychkovsky. A Celebration is planned for 
that evening, including a play on his life.  
 

This weekend will be prepared by a mis-
sion given at St. Joseph’s  by a dynamic 
Afro-American Redemptorist Fr. Maurice 
Nutt, C.Ss.R. from September 17th  to the 
20th. 
 

Come and join us in these celebrations.  
For more information call 204-339-5737 


