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Our last newsletter of September 
2014 has received many good re-
views as our readers became famil-
iar with the great events that oc-
curred this past summer (read the 
September newsletter on our web-
site: www.bvmartyrshrine.com). The 
proclamation of Blessed Vasyl as 
the Patron of Prison Ministry by Pa-
triarch Sviatoslav is making an im-
pact on the whole Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church, especially in 
Ukraine. With the present tension in 
Ukraine and situations that appear 
to be hopeless, Blessed Vasyl pro-
vides a beacon of hope and a ready 
intercessor for those captured and 
imprisoned. This enthusiasm for the 

promotion of Blessed Vasyl is espe-
cially exemplified by the work that is 
being done by Oleh and Tanya 
Chekharivsky. The Shrine hired 
them soon after the events last 
summer in Zarvanytsia. Oleh and 
Tanya were given the task of giving 
presentations on the life and spirit of 
Blessed Vasyl. Since they began in 
mid-August, they have organized 
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and have given 23 presentations. Oleh 
also works in the L’Arche community in 
Lviv, while Tanya is looking after their 
two children at home. 
 

The presentations are given by both 
Oleh and Tanya. They prepare the 
presentation room with an icon of 
Blessed Vasyl, an icon of Our Mother 
of Perpetual Help, a candle, a cross, 
and a relic of Blessed Vasyl. A power-
point program is presented, followed 
by a prayer with those gathered and, if 
a priest is present, the participants are 
anointed with Blessed Vasyl holy oil. 
All receive holy cards, brochures and 
occasionally third class relics. 
 

They began their ministry in Chortkiv, 
Ukraine. First, they presented their pro-
gram to the prisoners in a prison where 
Blessed Vasyl was kept for two months 
in 1945. In this city, they also gave 
presentations in the parish church, in 
the Medical Academy of 1

st
 year medi-

cal students and to a Pedagogical In-

stitute (Teacher’s College). They visit-
ed St. Josaphat’s College, which is a 
boy’s school in Buchach and where 

Blessed Vasyl was a student in 1913. 
They left behind an icon of Blessed 
Vasyl.  They visited several villages 
and towns: Bubynchy,Yaremche - giv-
ing 2 presentations; Dubivtsi - visiting 
the parish and the school; Vynnyky - 
visiting the Internat (Junior High) 
grades 8 -10; and Zarvanytsia - at a 
Girl’s College called Znamennia. 
 

Most of their work, however, has been 
in Lviv. Their presentations have been 

 Ministry in Ukraine Flourishes 
Lay Missionaries 

Oleh & Tanya Chekharivsky 

Presentation at the church in Dubivtsi  

Medical College students in Chortkiv 

Seminarians from Rudno 
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to several youth groups: Quo Vadis - 
from the Immaculate Conception Par-
ish; Ixtus - from the Blessed Nicholas 
Charnetsky Church; a youth group 
from St. Josaphat’s Redemptorist Par-
ish; Don Bosco youth – organized by 

the Salesian Fathers; and Oktoix- a 
group of young adults organized by the 
Redemptorists. They have also visited 
some church groups: the Apostleship 
of Prayer from Sts. Volodymyr and Ol-
ga Parish; and the Archconfraternity of 
Our Mother of Perpetual Help from Im-
maculate Conception Parish. They 
have also met with two groups from the 
Faith and Light community (L’Arche 
type of ministry) Ostriv and Stritenya 

and gave a presentation to students at 
the Ukrainian Catholic University.  
 

It is truly amazing how much has been 
done in such a short time. These 
presentations are not just an expose of 

information about Blessed Vasyl, but 
they become a prayerful spiritual expe-
rience. The consequence has been 
that more and more people are coming 
to our museum/apartment in Lviv 
where Blessed Vasyl lived. Here Taras 
Hull leads them in a prayerful tour of 
the room. Recently, a large number of 
seminarians for the seminary in 
Drohobych came to the museum/
apartment. 
 

We pray that God give Oleh, Tanya 
and Taras strength to continue their 
mission and we, in turn,  look to you for 
your continued prayers and support of 
this ministry.  

SHRINE VISITORS 

Grade school students in Dubivtsi 

Faith and Light Ostriv community  
from Lviv 

Students from the Ukrainian Catholic  
University in Lviv 

Seminarians from Drohobych 

Families from Kerala, India, now 
living in Winnipeg, MB 

Fr. Savard from Oxford, England 

Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic Parish, 
Winnipeg, MB 

Sister Adriana from Warsaw, Poland 

Seminarian Parker Love  
from Regina, SK 

Ivanna, Loralee, & Sasha Koltusky  
from North Carolina, USA 
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THANK YOU!!!THANK YOU!!!THANK YOU!!!THANK YOU!!!    
 Your generous donations make it possible for us to conduct our ministry at the Shrine and to promote the 
knowledge of Blessed Vasyl throughout the world.  Thank you to all the contributors to the Bishop  
Velychkovsky Martyr’s Shrine. May Blessed Vasyl bless each one of you. 
 

Contributions listed below are from August 16th until November  30th, 2014 

+1000 

In memory of Elizabeth & Myron 
Hrankowski 
     Myron Hrankowski 
Myron Hrankowski 
For the health of Bill Romaniuk 

     Jeanette Schuh 

 

+500 

Fr. Theodore Harasymchuk 

 

+100 

Vasilj & Eugenia Bartos 

Blessed Virgin Mary Parish Men’s Club, 
 Winnipeg, MB 

Bohdan & Jayne Buryn 

Rt. Rev. Msgr. Michael Buyachok 

Thomas & Alma Carrabre 

Sofia Hull 
Fr. Josaphat & Joan Korchinski 
Dr. Joe S. & Janice Mezibroski 
Regina Muench 

Nestor Mykytyshyn 

Ivan Roman & Nataliya Markevych 

Sacred Heart Parish, Ituna, SK 

St. Mary’s U.C.W.L.C. , Yorkton, SK 

U.C.W.L.C.Blessed Virgin Mary Branch, 
 Winnipeg, MB 

Ukr. Cath. Parish of the Blessed  
 Virgin  Mary, Winnipeg, MB 

 

>100 

Matthew & Anastasia Bakan 

Bill & Linda Chorney 

Jose & Claudina Cruz 

Dolly Dmytryk 

Fr. Edward Evanko 

Wirlana Holowka 

Paul & Mary Anne Kralka 

Marusia Labay 

Dr. Joseph Lozinsky 

Gary & Jan Lukie 

Glenn Marr 
Orysia Parkasewych 

Ryan Pasternyk 

Anne Penonzek 

Richard & Marietta Persian 

Arlene Pickel 
Amelia Ratushniak 

Winnie Rumore 

Wlodzimierz Sawka 

Fred & Anne Shymko 

Dmytro Sikora 

Iris Smellie 

Sts. Peter & Paul Ukr. Cath. Church,  
 Saskatoon, SK 

Jeannine Tinguey 

Agnes Yasenko 

William & Mary Zaprozan 

 

 

In Memory Of... 
Roy Babick 

     Ollie Babick 

Sophia Bean 

     Elizabeth MacIsaac 

Julia Bobby 

     Anne Portree 

     Joan Sikorsky 

Dr. Roman Buchok 

     Walter & Isabel Lukie 

Paul Civka 

     Georgina Civka 

William & Carrie Drosdoski 
     Darlene Sidak 

Fr. Yaroslaw  Dybka, C.Ss.R. 
     Mary Patrick 

Fr. Morris Dzurman, C.Ss.R. 
     Mary Patrick 

Metro & Anne Glute 

     Bob & Darlene Famulak 

Harry Hnatiuk 

     Metro Lukie 

Mike, Alice & Sharon  Hood 

     Dianne Hood 

Hrehori & Tatianna 

     Irene Osatczuk 

Bishop Michael  Hrynchyshyn 

     Carrie Bishop 

Yaroslawa & Chrysant Iwanchuk 

     Christine Walker 
Bella Kalenchuk 

     Brian & Victoria Adams 

     Anna Banera 

     Mary Glicaria Bilinsky 

     Louis & Elaine Bowman 

     Dick & Ruth Browton 

     Dolores Daniels 

     Orest & Margaret Fedorchuk 

     Galarnyk Insurance Agency Ltd. 
     Mary Haluk 

     Dr. Semeon & Marge Hrushovetz 

     Trish Jackson 

     Mary Jane Kalenchuk 

     Mavis Kaluzny 

     Elsie Karl 
     Bill, Olga & Spencer Kateryniuk 

     Heather Kergen 

     Gordon & Gerri Kilcup 

     Wendell & Sheila Kolsun 

     Don and Carol Konyk 

     Edith Kotyk 

     Elsie Kozak 

     Fr. Michael  & Marilyn Krochak 

     Joe & Gail Kulyk 

     Henry Kuzia & Joan Lewandosky-

 Kuzia 

     Joseph & Sharon Labine 

     Millie Lefko 

     Frank & Cynthia Lischynski 
     Walter & Isabel Lukie 

     Allan & Joanne Malenko 

     Allen & Mary Marcinkow 

     Marian Moshansky 

     Wally & Yvonne Mudlo 

     David & Diane Pinuta 

     Shrine Staff 

     Ernie & Joan Shume 

     Phyllis Sianchuk 

     Stan & Luba Sirdar 
     Peter & Marlene Skrinski 
     Vladimir & Marlene Solman 

     Domnica Stupak 

     Olga Szutiak 

     Dennis & Steffie Wawrykow 

     Irene Zapisocki 
Olga  Kruk 

     Violet Matwichyna 

Bishop Michael Kuchmiak,C.Ss.R. 
     W. Allan Bailey 

Fr. Albert  LaFraniere, O.M.I. 
     William J. Karlicki 
Anastazia & Julian Lewicki 
     Agnes Yasenko 

John & Mary MacIsaac 

     Elizabeth MacIsaac 

Nick & Sophie  Malegus 

     William & Linda Skromeda 

Michael Matwichyna 

     Violet Matwichyna 

Harry Nakoneshny 

     Gloria Milos 

Hnat Pisiak 

     Sophia Pisiak 

John  Rychlicki 
     Theresa Antoniuk 

 Souls in Purgatory 

     Rev. Fr. Ivan & Lidia Nykyforuk 

Elsie Tymchak 

     Anne Penny 

Bill Yakiwchuk 

     Mary Yakiwchuk 

Fr. Nestor  Yakiwchuk 

     Stella Yakiwchuk 

Harry Yasenkj 
     Agnes Yasenko 

Neil Trevor Zahayko 

     Orest & Elizabeth Zahayko 

John Zatwarnitski 
     Adela Zatwarnitski 
 

 

In Honor Of... 
Sandy Boychuk’s 85th birthday 

     Edward & Anne Faseruk 

Andrew Hull’s 95th birthday 

     Edward & Anne Faseruk 

     Walter & Isabel Lukie 

     Vladimir & Marlene Solman 

Korchinski & Renda Families 

     Sam & Laska Renda 

Michael & Shirley Kowalchuk 

     Louis & Elaine Bowman 

 Our Blessed Mother's Intentions 

     Elizabeth MacIsaac 

 St. Alphonsus Formation Community 

     Fr. Francis Mulvaney  
 (St. John Neumann House) 
 

 



 4 

 

Bishop Velychkovsky Martyr's Shrine 

250 Jefferson Avenue    Winnipeg, Manitoba    Canada   R2V 0M6 

Tel/Fax:  204-338-7321    Email:  info@bvmartyrshrine.com    Website:www.bvmartyrshrine.com 

SHRINE  SCHEDULE 

  
Monday:   Shrine is closed 

Tuesday to Friday:   10 am to 5 pm  
Saturday:    10:00 am to 1:00 pm 

Sunday:    opened until 1:00 pm 

 

  
Shrine is open to the faithful during the times  

of Liturgical Services.  The Museum is opened on weekends 
after each Divine Liturgy. 

 

Group tours are available.  
For pilgrimage group tours call for reservations 

204-338-7321 or e-mail: bvshrine@mts.net 
 

EVERY WEDNESDAY EVENING   7:00 pm 

Liturgical Service to Blessed Vasyl  
(Acathist or Moleben) followed by an anointing with  

Holy Oil blessed by his relics. 

Wishing all of our supporters and their families Wishing all of our supporters and their families Wishing all of our supporters and their families Wishing all of our supporters and their families     
a blessed Christmas and a peaceful  and healthy New Yeara blessed Christmas and a peaceful  and healthy New Yeara blessed Christmas and a peaceful  and healthy New Yeara blessed Christmas and a peaceful  and healthy New Year    

For the Health Of... 
Paul Chrunyk & family 

     Paul & Waltraud Chrunyk 

Brianna & Herman D'Souza 

     Anthony & Jacqueline D'Sousa 

Darlene Dahl 
     Edward & Anne Faseruk 

Brian & Paulette Decka 

     Brian & Paulette Decka 

Derek, David & Frank Feeney 

     Frank & Agnes Feeney 

Amanda Johanson 

     Millie Lefko 

Rt. Rev. Walter Klimchuk 

     Marjorie Romanik 

 Kokolski family 

     Mary Kokolski 
Koni Lalach 

     Victor & Elsie Sorochuk 

Fr. Boris  Kyba 

     Jane Chorney 

Yvonne Mason 

     Yvonne Mason 

Joe Neskar 
     Paul & Mary Anne Kralka 

Anne Obuck 

     Anne Obuck 

Jancinthe  
     Jacinthe Shand 

     Bob & Darlene Famulak 

Anastasia Tymchuk 

     Oxana Tymchuk 

Norman Wasylenko 

     Nicholas & Hazel Borodey 

     Norbert Wasylenko 

 Wasylinko family 

     Mirko Wasylinko 

Nick and Mary  Winchar 
     Nick & Mary Winchar 
Oksana Yakiwchak 

     Mary Yakiwchuk 

IN MEMORIAM 

 

 

 

On October 
29th, 2014, 
Sister Muza 
Solomon, 
OSSBM fell 
asleep in the 
Lord.  
 

 

Sister Muza, a 
member of the 
Sisters of the 
Order of St. Basil the Great, was a close co-

worker with Blessed Vasyl in the underground 
church in Lviv. The nick-name for Blessed Vasyl 
in the catacomb church was “uncle” “dziadzo”. 
She called him “my dearest uncle” 
“dziadzunchyk”. This, in itself, showed her great 
love for him. She met with him almost daily and 
was one of his trusted confidants. Ordinations 
took place secretly late at night in her home. She 
happened to be present at the moment of 
Blessed Vasyl’s last arrest on January 27, 
1969.This event was vividly embedded in her 
memory. Throughout the years, a close friend-
ship developed between Sr Muza, Fr. John and 
Mary Jane. They found time to visit her on their 
annual trips to Ukraine and enjoyed her enthusi-
asm, her humour and her great love for Blessed 
Vasyl. May God grant her eternal memory.  
Вічная Пам’ять! 

BLESSED VASYL HONOURED  
IN ZARVANYTSIA 

 

A new DVD of last summer’s events in Zarvany-
tsia has been produced by the shrine, document-
ing the celebration of the proclamation of 
Blessed Vasyl as Patron of Prison Ministry. In 
order to preserve the original flavour of this glori-
ous event, a DVD is in Ukrainian having English 
subtitles. This DVD will be available through our 
gift shop and can be ordered online through our 
website or by email. Visit our ever-improving new 
website for the latest news, pictures or 
events. 


