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Blessed Vasyl’s 1st Arrest Examined

We are pleased to announce the publication of a new
book on Blessed Vasyl Velychkovsky. This book, written
by Kseniya Kavats, who worked for the Shrine for a num-
ber of years, is her Master's thesis. It is about Blessed
Vasyl's 1% arrest, interrogations, trial and imprisonment.
This book’s foreword is an introduction for you and we
encourage you to obtain a copy of this book from our gift
shop (www.bvmartyrshrine.com).

“As this foreword is being written, Ukraine is again in cri-
sis. Foreign powers, in particular, the Russian Federation
is again on the borders of Ukraine waiting for the moment
when it can enter and "save" its brother. Nearly seventy
years ago, a similar scenario took place at the end of
WWII. At the end of the war, the Soviet Union occupied all
of Ukraine and joined it to the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republic. A period of oppression and suppression began
for the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church. Because of its
ties to the West, the Vatican and the Diaspora, it became
an internal threat to the Soviet system. There was no
room for western influence or any ecclesial unity with the
Vatican. By 1946, the
Ukrainian Greek Catholic
Church was dissolved in
Ukraine through the Pseu-
do-Synod of Lviv. lts cler-
gy (those who weren't ar-
rested) joined the state-
controlled Russian Ortho-
dox Church. All the hierar-
chy and over 1,700 priests

The Arrest of the Ukrainian Greek
al .

o Catholic Church were ar-
- rested and imprisoned.
|y The present danger to

Vel yohkovsky,

Ukraine, to some degree,
threatens the existence or
at least the free practice of
the Ukrainian Greek Cath-
olic Church.

C.Ss.R.
1045-1055

by Kseniya Kavats

“This thesis on the first arrest, interrogations, trial, and
imprisonment of Blessed Vasyl Velychkovsky is very time-
ly. The methods used in 1945 to extract information from
him have been witnessed by the world in recent months,
shown through social media, of the events on the
“Euromiadan”. Not much has changed. The struggle be-

tween good
and evil, truth
and lies, justice
and corruption,
freedom and
enslavement
continues in
Ukraine. After
twenty years of
formally leaving
the Soviet Un-
ion as that Re-
public  unrav-
eled, Ukraine
has not been
able to cleanse
itself of corrup-
tion in politics,
in the courts, in
the security
forces and in
the business
community.
“‘Euromaidan” made it clear that the true struggle of the
human soul is for justice, freedom, and peace - to recov-
er the true God-given dignity of each human being.
Blessed Vasyl's struggle was very similar. He struggled
to remain faithful to his beliefs in Christ and in His
Church. He choose not to compromise his convictions.
For this he was tortured, convicted and imprisoned.

Kseniya Kavats, author of “The Arrest and
Imprisonment of Bishop Vasyl
Velychkovsky, C.Ss.R., 1945-1955”

“Blessed Vasyl Velychkovsky's story is important, not
because it was unique, but because of his future role in
the life of the Underground Ukrainian Greek Catholic
Church. Blessed Vasyl was a Redemptorist priest when
he was arrested August 7, 1945. After spending ten
years in the Soviet prisons and laager camps, he re-
turned to Lviv, Ukraine and began to organize the faithful
into an active Underground Church. He was not deterred
by the fear of further imprisonment. He courageously
continued to work clandes-
tinely in organizing and |In This Issue:
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arrested again, the underground church life would
continue. So it happened. When Blessed Vasyl was
arrested again January 27, 1969, he was sentenced to
three years of imprisonment and then exiled from the
country in 1972. Bishop Volodymyr Sterniuk, who was
consecrated by Blessed Vasyl, assumed the leader-
ship of the Underground Church for the next twenty
years until it again became a legal entity.

“This thesis written by Kseniya Kavats is important,
because it is based on the documentation of Blessed
Vasyl's case as found in the KGB archives. In 2009,
Kseniya was able to obtain permission from the SBU
to make copies of the two volumes of documentation
that the KGB had compiled concerning the first arrest
of Blessed Vasyl. Through these documents, Kseniya
has been able to unravel the details of his case. She
was able to determine the circumstances of his arrest.
Through her analysis of the eleven interrogations, she
was able to show the inhumane methods used by the
Soviets to extract information, or more accurately, a
false confession of crimes that one never committed.
The details of the trial revealed how much it was a
"show trial" - simply to go through the motions of a trial
for the conviction was already sealed. Through her
work, we now see more clearly the circumstances of
his imprisonment and the injustice of the Soviet sys-
tem.

“This thesis offers us a window into the penal Soviet sys-
tem. Since the main source was the KGB archived docu-
ments, we enter into the mind of the Soviets. We see the
case as they saw it. But as one looks closer at all the
documents, one becomes aware that there is a hidden
level. Small details reveal the truth of the inhumane
treatment that Blessed Vasyl received. Her analysis of
the KGB documents is augmented by eye-witness ac-
counts of other prisoners as they described their treat-
ment in their autobiographies.

“It pleases me to present this thesis to you the reader.
Since Blessed Vasyl was beatified by the Pope, St. John
Paul 1l, this is the first academic work accomplished on
his life. As the director of the Bishop Velychkovsky Mar-
tyr's Shrine, | welcome this thesis and contribution, not
only to the academic world, but also to all those seeking
to come to know our Blessed Martyr - his steadfastness,
his sufferings, his unshakeable faith and his courage in
the face of great danger and tribulation. Blessed Vasyl's
long-suffering in that corrupt and unjust system is being
echoed today by those in Ukraine who today are willing
to lay down their lives for truth and justice.”

Foreword written May 15, 2014
by Fr. John Sianchuk, C.Ss.R.
Shrine Director

GRACES AND BLESSINGS

This letter was received from a prisoner in Ukraine. What is important to note is that this prisoner knew Blessed Vasyl as
a Patron of Prisoners nearly two years prior to the announcement made by the Ukrainian Catholic Patriarch on Septem-
ber 2013.

Glory be to Jesus Christ!

Good day and peace to you, dear people of God! My name is Mykola. I am 35 years old. I am from Vinnytsia,
Ukraine, where I lived and worked. I am currently in prison. It is eleven years already that I am serving a sentence for a
crime which in fact I did not commit. I want to tell you how I got inspired to study the Scriptures, which I never saw or
read before.

Three years ago, I had a very strange dream in which I saw an old man, a grandfather. He was dressed in a
black robe with a large cross on his chest. It is not the first time I had this dream. In the beginning, he looked at me
grimly and angrily, but then he smiled and told me not to be afraid of him. He told me that he wanted to help me save my
soul from hell. I asked him why he wanted to do this for me and he replied, that I will have some special mission and 1
will save a great number of souls. He also said that his name is Vasyl Vsevolod Velychkovsky and that he is the Patron
Saint of Prisoners. I also remember that he said that the only true church is the Greek-Catholic Church. This is not the
first time it happened to me. However, I asked him how I can save a great number of souls if I cannot do anything? He
replied that this is God’s holy will. This is not the first time it happened to me. I did not think much of it. I even forgot
about these dreams. It was a dream but it seemed like reality.

Two weeks ago, accidentally I got my hands on a holy card of this old man who came to me in my dreams. I recog-
nized him at once. On the back of the holy card, there is a prayer to him. I put the card away and continued doing every-
day things, but the voice of this old man did not leave me alone. I could not sleep for almost two weeks. I tossed and
turned in my sleep and in my head I could hear him say “you will heal troubled souls”. I am sure that this was the voice of
this old man. He told me to pray and to write you a letter.

I don’t have a habit of writing letters and did not write already for a long time but by writing this letter I got so
much courage which I did not have before. What made an impact on me was that after saying the prayer, my pain dimin-
ished and almost went away. I was sick. I had cystitis (bladder inflammation), prostatitis (inflammation of the prostate)
and pancreatitis (inflammation of the pancreas). I had such pain that I wanted to climb the walls, but after saying the
prayer everything changed.

With respect,
Mykola



MINISTRY CONTINUES IN UKRAINE

In our last newsletter (December 2014), we shared about our ministry in Ukraine. Oleh and Tania continue to promote Blessed Vasyl
through presentations. Besides numerous engagements in Western Ukraine, they have travelled to the eastern parts of Ukraine, in
particular to Odessa. Although Odessa has not seen any fighting in recent months, during the Euromaidan event, there were uprisings
in this sea port city. In this city, they found a deep hunger among the people to know Blessed Vasyl and to have the opportunity to
venerate devotedly the st class relics . They also had presentations in the capital city of Kyiv, at the Patriarchal Sobor of the Resur-
rection and at the Basilian church. We ask you for your prayers and support so that Oleh and Tania can continue this good work.

The Incarnate Word Community in the village of
Krykhivtsi near lvano-Frankivsk

Oleh being anointed in the Sobor in
Kyiv after the presentation

Patron of Prison Ministry Icon with
relics which is in the Sobor of the
Resurrection in Kyiv

Tania making a presentation in St.

Andrew’s Cathedral in Odessa Parish of St. Elias in the village of llichsk

near Odessa

Pastor of St. Andrew’s
Cathedral in Odessa
receiving an icon of

Blessed Vasyl

Parishioners from the village of Rosdilne near
Odessa venerating the relics and the icon

Children from Kokhavyna near Stryi
after a presentation about Blessed
Vasyl

A Bandura performance in the church of Bl. Charnetsky Fr. Volosyanko, a friend and confrere
in Lviv during a presentation on BI. Vasyl of Bl. Vasyl, being anointed in
Kokhavyna



THANK YOuU!!!

Your generous donations make it possible for us to conduct our ministry at the Shrine and to
promote the knowledge of Blessed Vasyl throughout the world. Thank you to all the contributors
to the Bishop Velychkovsky Martyr's Shrine. May Blessed Vasyl bless each one of you.

Contributions listed below are from December 1, 2014 until February 28, 2015.

1000+

In memory of Bill Romaniuk
Jeanette Schuh

500 +

In memory of Mike & Bill Gulenchin
Mary Anne Piercy

In memory of Teklia & Dan Gulenchin
Mary Anne Piercy

100+

Dr. Taras & Patrusia Babick

Vasilj & Eugenia Bartos

William & Doris Boychuk

Leonard Bzdel

Canon Luhovy Assembly #374, Winnipeg

Frank & Agnes Feeney

Martin & Helen Fydirchuk

David & Ewhenia Gnutel

Sofia Hull

K. of C., St. Anne Council #10551,
Winnipeg

Geraldine Koban

Augustus & Catherine Korchinsky

Stan Kyba

Regina Muench

Adrian & Vera Olenick

Joanna Pidperyhora

Miriam Ragetli

Julia Saganski

Fr. Marco Semehen

Joseph & Liz Senderewich

Lillian Sianchuk

St. Michael’s UCWLC, Winnipeg

Phyllis Trach

Peter & Joan Washchyshyn

Arthur & Frances Winkler

Bishop Michael Wiwchar

Denise Wowk

<100

Jim & Helen Adamko
Robert & Debbie Baird
Matthew & Anastasia Bakan
Dr. Kenneth & Josie Bessant
Brenda Bohach

Ron & Evelyn Cinch
Katherine G. Danko

S. Demjanew

Marianne Derkach

Veronica Domingo

James Dozorec

Josie Ferniuk

Larry & Sandra German
Gene & Elizabeth Happychuk
Wirlana Holowka

Maria Kalicinsky

Ollie Komarnicki

Joan Kostiuk

Cathy Kowbel

Jean Kowbel

Nick Labay

Bernard & Marjorie Lapchuk

Gordon & Joan Lasko

John & Pat Lewak

Allen & Mary Marcinkow

Sr. Theresa Matwe, SSMI

Robert J. Moskal

Richard & Marietta Persian

Peter & Dolores Pshyk

Mariana Rosario

Manuela Rubio

Peter & Dolores Samorodny

Russell & Christina Sawka

Helen Schentag

Dirk Schmid

Frank & Anne Shymko

Dmytro Sikora

Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate,
Winnipeg

Henry & Iris Spilchuk

Fred Stoyka

lhor & Jo-Ann Szelemej

Nadia Trafananko

Benedict-Ao Wong Tran

Vera Werbeniuk

John Wilczynski & Beatrice Papiz

Nick & Mary Winchar

Peter Wozney

Joseph & Rose Zegalski

In Memory Of...
Ann Abrametz
Stan & Luba Sirdar
Michael & Lillian Baraniuk
Irene Sulymka
John Bereza
Nellie Bereza
Gerald Berscheid
Laurie Fedorowich
Nicholas Bielak
Violet Matwichyna
Bill, Steve & Mary
Jane Chorney
Regena Blocka
Nicholas & Regina Blocka
Peter & Jean Chaikowsky
John & Pat Lewak
Jack Daniels
Dolores Daniels
Dorota & Daniel, Leszek & Daniela
Yvonne Pregely Sarzynski
Fr. Yaroslaw Dybka, C.Ss.R.
Stan & Luba Sirdar
Katherin Eschuk
Walter Eschuk
Victor Fedorowich
Laurie Fedorowich
Yvonne Frank
Joseph & Susan Zeleny
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Sergio Glogowski
Larry & Evelyn Tycholis
Mike and Bill Gulenchin
Mary Anne Piercy
Teklia and Dan Gulenchin
Mary Anne Piercy
Joseph & Katherine Happychuk
Bill & Olga Kateryniuk
Dmytro, Mary, Elizabeth, & Cindy
Hnatiuk
William Hnatiuk
John Homeniuk
Olga Homeniuk
Bishop Michael Hrynchyshyn
Stan & Luba Sirdar
Jurij Hwozdulych
Boris & Alexandra Hwozdulych
Abraham Kais
Laurie Fedorowich
Bella Kalenchuk
Ed & Helen Dziedzic
John and Mary Hykawy
Oleh linycky;j
Olga Palmer
Joanna Pidperyhora
Frances Stelman
Harry & Marika Szkwarek
Evelyn Zaboroski
Shirley Kalupar
Stan Kalupar
Ann Karlicki
William J. Karlicki
Paul Kasian
Eileen Kasian
John & Effie Kohut
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Kohut
Nita Konstantenuk
Olga Homeniuk
Lidia Kotowycz
John & Martha Baluta
Edith Kotyk
Rick & Cynthia Bryant
Dolores Daniels
John & Mary Hykawy
Peter & Glikeria lwanuck
Mary Jane Kalenchuk
Eileen Kuzenko
Phyllis Sianchuk
Stan & Luba Sirdar
Iris Smellie
Olga Szutiak
Kay Zawortny
Miranda Kriha
Mike Kriho
Walter Krawchuk
Marilyn Krawchuk
Alex & Mary Kukura
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Kohut
Ben Kushner
Walter Smadella



Steve and Katie Kyba
Sr. Nestor Kyba
Rev. Harry Lehotsky
Walter Smadella
Anne & Joseph Leniuk
Allan & Joanne Malenko
Anastasia Lysenko-Melnycky
Peter Melnycky
Anna Lytwyn
Stan & Luba Sirdar
Joe & Mary Malawski
Lawrence & Stella Malawski
James & Tina Matieshen
Roman & Anne Indzeoski
Leo & Harold Matieshen
Roman & Anne Indzeoski
Joseph & Lee Melnychuk
Julian & Barbara Koziak
Ivan Melnycky
Violet Matwichyna
Anna & John Merczyk
Betty Schill

Anton & Josephine Michealycia

Marilyn Krawchuk
Dan Mitcher

Deacon Victor & Mary Humniski

Phyllis Shindak
Stan & Luba Sirdar
Vladimir & Marlene Solman
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Wowryk
Kay Zawortny

Fr. Gregory Novak

Beverly Kyle & David Sokolowski

Judy Odger
Fred Odger
John & Anne Paley
Ron & Carol Paley
Fr. Jerry Popieluszko
Walter Smadella
Maria Pyl
Florence Blanchard
Orest & Margaret Fedorchuk
Martin & Helen Fydirchuk
Peter & Glikeria lwanuck
Mary Jane Kalenchuk
Stan & Luba Sirdar
Vladimir & Marlene Solman
Lyndor Reynolds
Walter Smadella
Rev. John Sholdak
Walter Smadella

Stanislav, Ihor & Antonina Shpytkovsky
Wsevolod Andrew Shpytkovsky

Alex Shukalgk

Kolin & Ela Berglund
Steve Sianchuk

Marian Moshansky
Michael Robert Sidak

Darlene Sidak
Pam Sirdar

Stan & Luba Sirdar
Ronald Slobodian

Adel Slobodian
Storozuk & Lega parents

Les & Natalie Storozuk
Rose & Martin Tesarski

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Kohut
War victims in Ukraine

Helena Nikodem
Josie Warga

Fred Odger

John Warrenchuk
Ernie & Diane Mee
Kathleen Warrenchuk
Phyllis Wechnenko
Gerri Holunga
Stan & Luba Sirdar
Olga Welichka
Rick & Cynthia Bryant
Orest & Margaret Fedorchuk
John & Mary Hykawy
Allan & Joanne Malenko
Phyllis Shindak
Stan & Luba Sirdar
Kay Zawortny
John Zatwarnistski
Adela Zatwarnitski
Fr. Andrew Zayac
Walter Smadella

In Honor Of...
Abrametz children
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Abrametz
Steve Gregorish
Steven & Mary Gregorish
Andrew Hull
Mary Glowa
Peter & Glikeria lwanuck
Fr. Taras Kchik, C.Ss.R.
Maria Kchik
Rev. Peter Pidskalny, C.Ss.R.
Stan & Luba Sirdar
Max & Noah Reid
Lesia Sianchuk
Phyllis Sianchuk
Rick & Cynthia Bryant
Vladimir Solman
Ollie Babick
Sveta, Vita, Vitalik.Nastya, Bogdan
Yaroslava Kitasz

For Heath Of...
Sophie & Anne

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Abrametz
Alllard family

Therese Allard & Paulette Roach
Heather Baraniuk

Orest & Margaret Fedorchuk
Fr. lvan Barszczyk

Fr. Ivan & Mrs. Marion Barszczyk
Berezny family

William & Genevieve Berezny
Irena Bilynskyy

Deacon Stepan & Natalia Bilynskyy
Bernice Rosalind Bowers

Melvina Champagne
Family & friends

Alexander & Olga Boychuk
Danial, Richard & Meagan Carbotte

Paul & Adeline Carbotte
Jose & Claudina Cruz

Jose & Claudina Cruz
Joseph Demko

Yaroslava Demko
Dmyterko family

Jaroslaw & Julia Dmyterko
Fedorchuk family

Orest & Margaret Fedorchuk
Lecia Fontes

Steven & Mary Gregorish

Fern Forrest

Paul & Mary Anne Kralka
Heuchert Family

John & Doreen Rudan
Mike & Terry Genik

Mike & Terry Genik
Gulenchin Family

Roy Gulenchin
Margaret Jelinski

Ed Jelinski
Evelyn Kardynal

Harry & Evelyn Kardynal
Kokolski family

Mary Kokolski
Elsie Korchak

Orest & Margaret Fedorchuk
Marion LaForge

Claudia Jaresh
Marianne Lavallo

Stan & Luba Sirdar
Louise

Olga Kondra
Metro Lukie

Metro Lukie
Don Melnyk

Iris Smellie
Lyndon Michalchuk

Paul & Adeline Carbotte
Cy & Sophie Nimchuk

Orest & Margaret Fedorchuk
William & Mary Oleynik

William & Mary Oleynik
Bishop John Pazak

Stan & Luba Sirdar
Orest Pidwerbeski

Orest Pidwerbeski
Lena Pura

Peter & Marlene Skrinski
Tom & Nettie Rodeck

Edward & Anne Faseruk

Sr. Theodosia
Bob & Darlene Famulak
Ron & Angeline Gretchen
Stefania, Marta, Natalia & larina
Roman & Stepaniya Bouina
Anastasia Tymchuk
Oxana Tymchuk
Jim Verokosky
Mary Peake
Nick and Mary Winchar
Nick & Mary Winchar
Wushchenny & Kalenchuk families
Pauline Wuschenny
Alex & Mary Zimrose
Alex & Mary Zimrose

Please consider Bishop
Velychkovsky Martyr’s
Shrine when planning
your estate. This will

help to secure the future
of this ministry.
Thank you.




Shrine Ministry in Winnipeg

Kevin & Marie Stuyt
from Waterloo, ON
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Mrs. Phyllis Kwiatkowski
with her two grandsons
from Edmonton

Fr. Mark Semehen from |
Rome examining
documents in the
museum from Cardinal

Josyf Slypij

Sunil Nadarajun and
family from Tampa, FL

Catholic ARISE
Group from
Winnipeg

You may now DONATE ONLINE. Our
online donation portal is now available on

Canon Luhovy Assembly .1 | Bz I our website for your convenience. If you
#374 from Winnipeg > % ~ wish to donate on our secure site, complete
view a presentation on " W 1) 3 ) “ ”
the proclamation of ivE _ SR P the form on our “Support Us” page.

Bl. Vasyl as Patron of
Prison Ministry [ ==

Please check out our online Gift Shop for
the latest items at www.bvmartyrshrine.com.
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SHRINE SCHEDULE Prayer to Blessed Martyr
Monday: Closed BIShOp Vasyl
Tuesday to Friday: 10 am to 5 pm .
Saturday: 10:00 am to 1:00 pm O Lord God, You are praised
Sunday: opened until 1:00 pm by the whole world for the
marvelous works in  your
saints. | thank you for the
The Shrine is open to the faithful during the times grace you gave to Blessed
of Liturgical Services. The Museum is opened on weekends Martyr Vasyl Velychkovsky

after each Divine Liturgy. to be a faithful witness to You

unto the point of death.

Group tours are available. Through his intercession | ask

For pilgrimage group tours call for reservations

204-338-7321 or e-mail: info@bvmartyrshrine.com for the following favour __
for your Name is
EVERY WEDNESDAY EVENING 7:00 pm glorified forever. Amen.

Liturgical Service to Blessed Vasyl
(Acathist or Moleben) followed by an anointing with . . .
Holy Oil blessed by his relics. Please inform the Shrine of any favors received.
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Bishop Velychkovsky Martyr's Shrine
250 Jefferson Avenue Winnipeg, Manitoba Canada R2V 0M6
Tel: 204-338-7321 Email: info@bvmartyrshrine.com Website:www.bvmartyrshrine.com
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