
   

FULLY ALIVE 
A Bishop Velychkovsky Martyr’s Shrine Publication 

Issue 18, March 2008 
UKRAINIAN REDEMPTORISTS OF THE YORKTON PROVINCE  

 

It was said that whenever Blessed Vasyl Velychkovsky, C.Ss.R. would preach about the Pas-
sion of our Lord, he would begin to shed tears. When he would contemplate the sufferings of 
Jesus, he would be filled with emotion, thus revealing to his listeners his intense love for the 
Lord. His spirituality was not theoretical or purely emotional, but rather it was based on a living 
relationship with the Risen Lord. This relationship was fed by constant prayer and great confi-
dence in God’s Providence in his life. Blessed Vasyl understood the words of the Lord who 
said: “whoever wishes to be my disciple, must take up his cross and follow me.” This, Blessed 
Vasyl did throughout his life. The cross was no stranger to him. He shared Jesus’ Cross by 
suffering physically many times: by being enclosed in an extremely small cell in solitary con-
finement; by freezing his toes during the long train ride to Kirov; by enduring the extreme cold 
and hard labour in Vorkuta; by suffering abuse, false accusations and confinements while in 
the laager camp; by being beaten and tortured during many interrogations; by being injected 
with poisonous drugs while in prison in Kommunarsk; by suffering the pain of torture with elec-
tricity; and so forth. Yet in all this we never hear him complain or condemn those who were 
torturing him. In fact, we have witnesses who saw and heard Blessed Vasyl praying for his persecutors while he was in prison.  
 

Blessed Vasyl had full confidence in the resurrection of the Lord, that his suffering was only temporary and that the Lord would 
be victorious in the end. Mr. Boris Mirus, a fellow prisoner, related in an interview how very depressed and discouraged he 
was. He came to Blessed vasyl and shared this with him. Blessed Vasyl consoled him by responding prophetically that a day 
was coming soon when all this persecution and suffering will be overturned over night, and that again churches will be built and 
the country will be free. Mr. Mirus took these words to heart and remembered them when the Soviet Union fell apart.  
 

Jesus is victorious. Through his Cross and death, new life does spring forth. By His death, death itself has been conquered.  
Blessed Vasyl believed this and lived it throughout his life of persecution. 
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 The Passion and Resurrection 

January 21, 2008 
 
Just to let you know I was blessed by a priest yesterday, 
just after Holy Mass, with the oil from Blessed Ve-
lychkovsky’s shrine. I had a very sore lower back. Just 
after being marked with the cross on the forehead with the 
oil, I silently thanked God for the blessings I was receiv-
ing. It then came to me to thank Blessed Velychkovsky for 
his Fiat and for all the pain and suffering he offered for 
all of us in the mystical body of Christ. Just after saying 
that, I felt a sharp jab of pain halfway up my spine, not 
where the pain was. It startled me a bit. Last night I no-
ticed the pain had diminished by about 60% and this 
morning I only have about 5% of my pain. Thank you 
Lord and thank you Blessed Velychkovsky. I was born and 
raised in Winnipeg and have now lived in Montreal for 30 
years. It moved me in a particular way that the Lord 
healed me through the intercession of someone who also 
lived in Winnipeg, even though for a very short while. 
Alleluia! 
 

Nicole Sicotte 

EXERPT FROM THE ACATHIST HYMN  IKOS 8   
 
Rejoice, for you received the crown of thorns! 
Rejoice, for you were bound to the pillar of pain! 
Rejoice for you carried the full weight of the Cross! 
Rejoice, for you were stripped before the ungodly! 
 
Rejoice for you drank the cup of sorrow!  
Rejoice, for you were baptized in the bath of pain! 
Rejoice, O Light of Christ! 
Rejoice, O Joy of the kingdom! 
 
Rejoice, O Bishop and Martyr Vasyl, 
 Glorious Champion for Christ! 

 

GRACES AND BLESSINGS 

Please notify the 
Shrine of any 
grace received 
through the inter-
cession of Blessed 
Vasyl. This greatly 
helps the cause of 
his canonization. 
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1000+ 
In memory of Fr. Yarolaw Dybka, C.Ss.R. 
 Anna Banera 
 Dr. Borislaw & Dorothy Bilash 
 Mary Buriak 
 Katherine Buyachok 
 Patricia Dick 
 Sonia Domitruk 
 Leslie & Caroline Dubowits 
 Michael Dudar & Joanne Peters 
 Orest & Margaret Fedorchuk 
 Olive Gurica 
 Bob & Shirley Halayda 
 Heruvymy Ukrainian Female Quartet 
 Martin Hryniuk 
 Carol & Vladimir Hryniuk-Adamov 
 Orysia Hull 
 Sofia Hull 
 Deacon Victor & Mary Humniski 
 Dan & Bella Kalenchuk 
 Mary Jane Kalenchuk 
 Peter Kisil 
 Anna-Marie & Jerry Konopelny  
 Augustus & Catherine Korchinsky 
 Edith Kotyk 
 Deacon Morris & Martha Kowalchuk 
 Fr. Michael & Marilyn Krochak 
 Dorothy Labay 
 G. Lasko 
 Mary Lazurko 
 Jean Lytwyn 
 Nataliya Markevych 
 Allan & Genevieve Morris 
 Hilda Onyshko 
 Michael & Natalia Orsag 
 George & Olga Palmer 
 Helen Phillips 
 Emile & Sylvia Picklyk 
 Joanna Pidperyhora 
 John & Mary Pidskalny 
 Sam & Laska Renda 
 Julia Saganski 
 Helen Schentag 
 Olga Shutiak 
 Iris Smellie 
 Mary Stasiuk 
 Russel & Alexandra Swatek 
 Kathy Tachynski 
 Mark & Melanie Turgeon 
 Oxana Tymchuk 
 UCWLC Holy Eucharist Branch Toronto
 Dennis & Steffie Wawrykow 
 John & Beatrice Wilczynski 
 Alexander & Marilyn Woloshyn 
 Walter & Nellie Wowczuk 
 Marie Yalowega 
 William & Kathleen Zambrick 
 Kay Zawortny 
 
 

Josie Fernuik 
Helen Jakimeczko 
In memory of grandparents Maria & Myron 
Kashynsky & Anastasia & Ivan Dmytryshyn 
 Ivanka Dmytryshyn 
In memory of parents Dan & Tillie Gulenchin 
& brothers Mike & Bill 
 Mary Anne Piercy 
John & Yvonne Sirdar 
Slovak Redemptorist Fathers 
Don & Karen Solman 
 
500+ 
Fr.Theodore Harasymchuk 
In memory of wife Shirley 
 Stan Kalupar 
Stan Kyba 
In memory of father Cecil Semchyshyn 
 Mark & Diana Semchyshyn 
  
100+ 
Dr. Kenneth & Josie Bessant 
Blessed Virgin Mary Sports and Wildlife Club 
Rt. Rev. Msgr. Michael Buyachok 
In memory of the Chemerika family 
 Mike & Margaret Chemerika 
In memory of husband Jack 
 Dolores Daniels 
For health of children Timothy & Kathy 
 Katherine Dankiewich 
In memory of Fr. Morris Dzurman, C.Ss.R. 
 Olga Shutiak 
 Lillian Yuryk 
For health of Fedorchuk & Ostafichuk family 
 Orest & Margaret Fedorchuk 
In memory of my father Victor Fedorowich 
 Laurie Kais 
Jean Gilbert 
Dr. Peter Gnanapragasam 
Catherine Holmes 
Michael & Ollie Komarnicki 
Fr. Josaphat & Joan Korchinski 
In memory of Alexander & Lidia Kotowycz 
 John & Martha Baluta 
In memory of husband Stefan 
 Edith Kotyk 
In memory of Joseph Peter & Anne Kowbel 
 Fr. Yurij & Dorothy Lazurko 
In honour of Fr. Michael & Marilyn Krochak 
 St. Michael's Ukr. Cath. Church 
For health of clergy & parishioners 
 Frank & Cynthia Lischynski 
In memory of Adam & Julia Lega 
 Natalie Storozuk 
In honour of Frs. Bohdan Lukie & Len Ra-
tushniak 
 Natalie Storozuk 
In honor of Frs. Lukie, Ratushniak, Bishop 
Stasiuk 
 William Bailey 

In memory of Maurice Lupyrypa 
 Nell Lupyrypa 
Emil M. Maybo 
Dr. Joe S. & Janice Mezibroski 
Gerard & Regina Muench 
Adrian & Vera Olenick 
In memory of husband Walter 
 Bernice Peterniak 
Joanna Pidperyhora 
Stanley & Darlene Puchniak 
Redemptorists of Concord 
In memory of William Ryczak 
 Don & Denise Chipilski 
 English Ukrainian Bilingual Program 
 Parents Committee 
 Orest & Margaret Fedorchuk 
 Happy Thought Social Club 
 Edith Kotyk 
 Eileen Kuzenko 
 Nancy & Milan Lovenjak 
 Jerry & Christine Maslowsky 
 Marven & Nell O'Neil 
 OLPH CHOIRS 
 Phyllis Sianchuk 
 Christina Sikorsky 
 Stan & Luba Sirdar 
 Greg & Sonia Udod 
Julia Saganski 
Jimmy Sawchuk 
Joe & Liz Senderewich 
In memory of Emil Sereda 
 Peter & Glikeria Iwanuck 
Jean Shymko 
Lillian Sianchuk 
In memory of Patriarch Joseph Slipyj 
 Fr. Bohdan Borowec 
In honour of grandchildren Macara Faith 
Slobodian & Austin Eric Lavallee 
 Ronald & Adel Slobodian 
In memory of Nick Sopiwnyk 
 Dan & Bella Kalenchuk 
St. Michael's UCWLC 
In honour or Bishop Peter Stasiuk, C.Ss.R. 
 Mary Stasiuk 
Helen Stockburn 
Michael & Sophia Tataryn 
Joan Turek 
U.C.W.L.C. Blessed Virgin Mary Branch 
Ukr. Cath. Church of the Assumption 
Ukr. Cath. Parish of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
In memory of John Warrenchuk 
 Ernie & Diane Mee 
 Kathleen Warrenchuk 
In memory of Rosalia & Dmytro Wowczuk 
 Walter & Nellie Wowczuk 
In honour of Nichola & Annsotia Zawada & 
Nicholas & Matrona Pisiak 
 Ned & Susan Pisiak 
 
 

THANK YOU!!! 
 Your generous donations make it possible for us to conduct our ministry at the Shrine and to promote the knowl-
edge of Blessed Vasyl throughout the world.  Thank you to all the contributors to the Bishop  
Velychkovsky Martyr’s Shrine. May Blessed Vasyl bless each one of you. 
 

Contributions listed below are from December 1st, 2007 until March 15th,2008 
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<100 
Maria Bachynsky 
Doreen & Josephine Baddon 
Jennie Bailley 
In memory of Ken Bailey 
 Anna Banera 
For health of Orest Bashutskyy 
 Fr. Volodymyr Bashutskyy 
Flora Beaulieu 
In memory of husband John 
 Nelle Bereza 
In memory of Marianne 
 William & Genevieve Berezny 
Bishop's Chancery  Eparchy of Edmonton 
In memory of Myron 
 Elsie Borecky 
Hazel J. Borodey 
In honour of granddaughter Kaitlyn 
 Hazel J. Borodey 
Roman & Stepaniya Bouina 
God’s blessings for family members 
 Ewhen & Stephanie Brenycz 
In memory of Buriak & Yaremo family 
 Mary Buriak 
Adella Byblow 
Paul & Adeline Carbotte 
John Chomik 
In memory of parents Mary & Mike 
 John M. Chomyn 
Michael Chorney 
Ron & Evelyn Cinch 
In memory of Rita Chomiak 
 Olive Gurica 
In memory of Emma Coupal & Betty Hrycak 
 John M. Chomyn 
Irene Cwiak 
Gordon & Louise Danylchuk 
Lena Derkach 
Marianne Derkach 
Veronica Domingo 
In memory of husband Eloy 
 Veronica Domingo 
Iwan Dubickyj 
Heath of daughter Lorraine 
 Stan & Eileen Dudzic 
In memory of Ulrich Flashberger 
 Peter & Glikeria Iwanuck 
Lew & Lubow Figol 
For health of Martin Fydirchuk  
 Orest & Margaret Fedorchuk 
Marcella Garner 
Art & Sylvia Gazdewich 
Wayne & Mary Haddad 
In memory of Mike & Sharon Hood 
 Diane Hood 

In memory of Walter & Pearl Huchko & 
John & Anna Rogaski 
 Adam & Jennie Huchko 
Bonita Hunter-Eastwood 
In memory of my wife Yaraslava 
 Iwan Iwanchuk 
Helen Jakimeczko 
Mary Jane Kalenchuk 
In memory of Rev. Fr. Mitrat John Krista-
lovich 
 William J. Karlicki 
Janice Klemick 
Ben V. & Violet Kluk 
Knights of Columbus, St. Anne Council No. 
10551 
In memory of Harry 
 Lucy Kohm 
Mary Kohut 
Mary Kokolski 
Albert Kosowan 
Jean Kowbel 
In memory of Mike and Pearl Kozakewich 
 Bill Bereziuk 
Fr. Michael & Marilyn Krochak 
In honour of Fr. Michael Krochak 
 St. Michael's UCWLC 
In memory of husband John 
 Stephanie Kupskay 
In memory of husband Michael 
 Mary Kuzminski 
Bernard & Marjorie Lapchuk 
Mary Lazurko 
In memory of Fred 
 Mary Lazurko 
In memory of brother Bill Hayka 
 Millie Lefko 
Derek & Barbara Longfield 
In memory of Nicholas & Elizabeth Lozinsky 
 Dr. Joseph Lozinsky 
Walter Lukey 
Gary & Jan Lukie 
In memory of John, Helen, Mary & Rose 
Lukie 
 Olive Gurica 
In memory of Rose Lukie 
 Metro Lukie 
Mary & Allen Marcinkow 
In memory of cantor Joe Michalchuk 
 Kolin & Ela Berglund 
Marian Moshansky 
In honour of Perry 
 Ed & Nettie Nakonechny 
E.J. Natyna 
Metro M. Nazar 
In memory of husband Stephen 
 Olive Nebozenko 

In memory of husband Dan 
 Anne Obuck 
In memory of Andrew 
 Albert & Margaret Otchenash 
George & Olga Palmer 
Richard & Shyanne Parks 
Anne Pasieczka 
Onufry & Olga Pekarsky 
Health of Steve Petrychyn & Anne Chay 
and relatives 
 John M. Chomyn 
Bernice Poworoznyk 
Michael &Verna Rawlyk 
In memory of husband Michael 
 Jean Roshko 
Lorne & Olga Sakundiak 
Helen Schentag 
Anne Shpak 
In memory of Julia Shpytkovsky 
 Andy & Lecia Shpytkovsky 
Nestor R. Shular 
Darlene Sidak 
Mary Sinclair 
In memory of my father John Skulski 
 Stefanie Buzma 
Terry & Gladys Sloboda 
Lena Smaluck 
Iris Smellie 
Joseph C. Stangl 
For health of John Stebner 
 Orest & Margaret Fedorchuk 
In memory of husband Zenon 
 Jenny Swydnycky 
Harry & Marika Szkwarek 
In memory of Stefania Tarasiuk 
 Vera Chaykovska 
 Harry & Marika Szkwarek 
In memory of Rose Tesarski 
 Stan & Luba Sirdar 
In memory of husband Alex 
 Sonia Thachek 
In memory of Anna Tracz 
 J.P. Kutcher 
In memory of Michael Kuzinski 
 Kathleen Warrenchuk 
Fr. Andrij & Lydia Wasylinko 
A. Winkler 
Peter Wozney 
Marie Yalowega 
Vi Zabinsky 
Flora Zaharia 
William & Kathleen Zambrick 
Frank & Nellie Zeaton 
In memory of Anton & Magdolene Oshust 
 Ann Zulak 
Richard & Verlee Zulyniak 

Father Yaroslaw Dybka, C.Ss.R. 1930 – 2008 
 
The Redemptorists thank all those who contributed to the Bishop Velychkovsky 
Marytyr’s Shrine in memory of their confrere, Fr. Yaroslaw Dybka, C.Ss.R. Fr. Russ, 
our former Provincial, was a great missionary preacher who preached many missions 
and retreats across North America and Ukraine. He was a spiritual father to many by 
his wisdom, gentleness and great love for our Lord. He had a strong personal devo-
tion to Blessed Vasyl and in recent years would often preach using Blessed Vasyl’s 
example of holiness and martyrdom. May God grant him everlasting memory!  
 

ВІЧНА ЙОМУ ПАМ'ЯТЬ! 
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Bishop Velychkovsky Martyr's Shrine 
250 Jefferson Avenue    Winnipeg, Manitoba    Canada   R2V 0M6 

Tel:  204-338-7321    Fax:  204 -339-1062      Email:  bvshrine@mts.net    Website:www.bvmartyrshrine.com 

Prayer to Blessed Martyr  
Bishop Vasyl  

 
 
O Lord God, You are praised by the whole world for the 
marvelous works in your saints. I thank you for the 
grace you gave to Blessed Martyr Vasyl Ve-
lychkovsky to be a faithful witness to You unto the 
point of death. Through his intercession I ask for the 
following favour        for your  Name is glorified 
forever. Amen. 
 
 

Please inform the Shrine of any favors received: 
Fr. Provincial 

250 Jefferson Avenue 
Winnipeg, MB  R2V 0M6   

Canada 

SHRINE  SCHEDULE 
  
Monday:   Shrine is closed 
Tuesday to Friday:   10 am to 5 pm  
Saturday:    10:00 am to 1:00 pm 
Sunday:    opened until 1:00 pm 
 
  

Shrine is open to the faithful during the times  
of Liturgical Services.  The Museum is opened on weekends 

after each Divine Liturgy. 
 

Group tours are available.  
For pilgrimage group tours call for reservations 
204-338-7321 or e-mail: bvshrine@mts.net 

 
EVERY WEDNESDAY EVENING   7:00 pm 

Liturgical Service to Blessed Vasyl  
(Acathist or Moleben) followed by an anointing with  

Holy Oil blessed by his relics. 

Call in Prayer Requests 
 

For a special intention or prayer request you may 
phone or email us. Your prayer request will be 
placed in the Shrine and remembered in prayer 
every Wednesday evening after the service in 
honour of Blessed Vasyl. 

SHRINE PILGRIMS 

VELYCHKOVSKY PILGRIMAGE to  UKRAINE 
This summer July 14 to August 1 there will be a pilgrim-
age to Blassed Vasyl sites in Ukraine: Lviv, Kowel, Ter-
nopil, Zarvanytsia, Ivanno-Frankivsk, the Karpaty, Kiyv 
and other places. The complete cost is $3100. It will be a 
pilgrimage with time for prayer and an opportunity to be-
come more aware of the life and events of Blessed 
Vasyl. There is still some room available. Contact the 
shrine office as soon as possible for more information. 

Parishioners from Blessed Virgin Mary 

Ukrainian Catholic Church, Winnipeg 

UCWLC from St. Mary’s in Yorkton being anointed by Fr. Frank Szadiak, C.Ss.R. at the Shrine 

Ukrainian Catholic Youth of Winnipeg at the 
Shrine during their day of fast. 


