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Bishop Velychkovsky National Martyr’s Shrine

ARRESTED AGAIN

50th Anniversary

January 27", 2018, was the 50" Anniversary
of the second arrest of Blessed Vasyl Velychkovsky
in Lviv, Ukraine. Blessed Vasyl had several experi-
ences of arrest in his life. His first was when he was
17 years old during the First World War. He was ar-
rested by the Polish army, imprisoned, escaped, and
was caught at the Slovak border, and escaped
again. His second arrest
came in 1940 in the city of
Stanislaviv after he led the
procession of 20,000 peo-
ple in honour of our Moth-
er of Perpetual Help. The
Soviet authorities arrested
him, interrogated him and

after a few days released
him. They were afraid of
the protests by the people
that arose as a result of
this arrest. His third arrest
had much more conse-
quences. It happened on
August 7, 1945, in the city
of Ternopil. It was part of a systematic attempt of the
Soviet Union to suppress and destroy the Ukrainian
Greek Catholic Church. After his arrest, he spent
months in interrogations which included physical and
mental torture. Then he was sentenced first to die by
firing squad and later to ten years of hard labour in
gulag laager camps. He spent his prison time in Ki-
rov, Vorkuta and Vladimir.

After being released from prison on July 9,
1955, he returned to Lviv. By this time the Ukrainian

= Greek Catholic

Church had been sup
-pressed and made
illegal (since March
8, 1946). The Soviets
were hoping to utterly
destroy the UGCC.
When Blessed Vasyl
returned to this situa-
tion, rather than living
in fear and paralysis,
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Blessed Vasyl’s mug shot during
his last arrest
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Chalices and rubles found during
house search

he began to organize an underground church. He
secretly kept doing his priestly ministry and encour-
aged others to do the same. Some called him the
“Father of the Cat-
acomb Church”.
He did his ministry
enthusiastically
and with much
courage. His hum-
ble apartment in
Lviv became the
centre of church
activity. Blessed
Vasyl was ap-
pointed to become
a bishop in 1959,
but there was no one who could consecrate him. In
1963, Metropolitan Josyf Slipyj was released from
18 years of laager prison camps so that he could
attend the Second Vatican Council. He summoned
Blessed Vasyl to come to Moscow. Here he conse-
crated Blessed Vasyl to the episcopacy in a hotel
room and gave him the authority to head the UGCC
in Ukraine. Blessed Vasyl’s pastoral ministry in-
creased.

The Soviet system had a high degree of sur-
veillance. Recently, the Bishop Velychkovsky Na-
tional Martyr’s Shrine received a volume from the
KGB archives about Blessed Vasyl and the surveil-
lance kept on him. From those pages, it was evident
how intense this surveillance was of Blessed Vasyl
and his life. It continued from the 1950’s until his
death in Canada. The Soviets were aware of
Blessed Vasyl’s status as the head of this illegal
underground church. They monitored his activities.
They had spies who infil-
trated the Vatican and
the leadership of the
Ukrainian Greek Catho-
lic Church outside

Holy cards found during house search
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Blessed Vasyl looking on as a KGB officer points to all the “illegal”
artefacts: vestments, books, altar wine, etc.

Cardinal Josyf Slipyj. They knew of the homes that
Blessed Vasyl bought for all the sisters who joined
monasteries through his influence. They knew of the
clandestine seminaries that Blessed Vasyl organized
in Ternopil, lvano Frankivsk and Zacarpathia. They
were aware of the photo labs which produced holy
cards and religious literature. All this information
they gleaned through spies, through interrogations
and from house searches. They saw that the under-
ground church was growing and was alive. Their
plan to destroy the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church
was failing.

In 1970, the Soviet Union was to celebrate the
100™ birthday of Lenin. In preparation for this occa-
sion, the Soviet gov-
ernment once again
attempted to destroy
the UGCC. They in-
creased their interro-
gations and their
house searches.
Blessed Vasyl's apart
-ment was searched

Rosaries found during house in Nov_eml_)er of 1968.
search Much incriminated
evidence was found,
including the book he wrote on “The History of the
Miraculous Icon of our Mother of Perpetual Help”.
They found bishop’s vestments, tape recorders, re-
cordings from Vatican radio, a typewriter, many holy
cards and religious items. They knew that Blessed
Vasyl was the head and leader of this illegal under-
ground church, therefore, they needed to get rid of
him. “Cut off the head and the rest will die.” Howev-
er, to solidify their case against him they needed to
catch him “red-handed”.

An opportunity came on January 27, 1969.
Blessed Vasyl went to the home of Olha Kos to cele-
brate the Divine Liturgy. The KGB police were tipped
off and arrived to catch him in the act. They arrested
him and did a house search. Then they took him to

his own apartment and did a second house search.
They confiscated many religious articles, vest-
ments, books, and papers. The KGB took Blessed
Vasyl to prison where they placed him in solitary
confinement. The KGB then spread the news of his
arrest in order to terrify other priests and to dis-
hearten the members of the underground church.
By their calculations it was working. In April,
“‘news” came to the West that Velychkovsky had
died in prison. The story is told by his friends that
Blessed Vasyl was pronounced dead. While he
was being taken to the morgue, one of the guards
noticed some warmth under Blessed Vasyl’s under-
arm. They left him and shortly after that Blessed
Vasyl arose and sat up. Blessed Vasyl wrote about
the harshness of
this pre-trial stay
in prison. The
KGB decided
that they must
make a criminal
case against
Blessed Vasyl
(not a civil one).
The criminal
case would
show the world
and the Vatican
that he was truly
guilty and worthy of punishment. To make this case
against him, they made 42 house searches, where
they found many religious articles and several
house chapels. They also interrogated 18 priests.
In the end, his trial took place September 22 -23,
1969. Witnesses were brought forth including sev-
eral priests. One young woman gave “damaging”
testimony of how Blessed Vasyl prepared her for
baptism and was encouraging her to join a monas-
tic order. Blessed Vasyl was found guilty of anti-
Soviet crimes and was sentenced to three years in
a penal colony of strict regime in Kommunarsk,
eastern Ukraine. It was during these three years,
that his health was ruined and that he received
deadly poisonous slow-working drugs aimed to
cause his imminent death.

Like Christ, Blessed Vasyl was seen as a
threat to the ruling power. He was seen as a revo-
lutionary, creating and building this underground
church in opposition to Soviet law. He was seen as
one who corrupted people by having them accept
faith in Christ and reject the indoctrination of the
State. Like with Christ, those in power thought by
killing this one man, they would end this
“revolution”. However, as it happened after Christ’s
resurrection, after Blessed Vasyl’'s death, the un-
derground church grew even stronger. His sacri-
fice gave courage to others to stand for the faith in
the face of persecution. May his example help us to
do the same.

Church calendars, rosaries, holy cards,
1st Communion certificates found
during house search




Graces and Blessings

In October 2018 - Thanksgiving Day, to be precise, my husband of 53 years was diagnosed with AML: acute mye-
loid leukemia, proven by bone marrow biopsy three days later at the Vancouver General Hospital. The prognosis, consid-
ering Fred’s age, genetic profile, and previous bone marrow anemia was bleak: days to weeks without treatment, three to
seven months if palliative chemo proved successful (even this offered a 60% chance of failure!)

Fred was raised in a godless home. However, he has always supported my convictions and respected my Catholi-
cism. Thus, he agreed to be blessed daily with Blessed Vasy!'’s oil, to sleep with Blessed Vasyl’s relic under his pillow, to
carry another relic in his wallet on his person and to be prayed for both at my parish, Our Lady of Grace, Salt Lake Is-
land. B.C., and at Blessed Vasyl’s Shrine in Winnipeg.

The past months have been a roller coaster ride of chemotherapy, Fred’s temperature spiking, days spent in isola-
tion due to infection risk, weekly blood (and platelet) transfusions, countless blood tests. No wonder his arms are bruised!
The tears, the fears.... Blessed Vasyl has been with us through it all. Of this, | am sure. Fred’s white blood cell count is at
zero. Immature blasts cells have filled his blood stream destroying the white cells. Medically, he is “neutropenic”. Chemo
has been consistently interrupted and suspended after only a few days. He has only completed one seven-day cycle
since October). Fred is critically ill.... And yet...he is not. Thank you, Blessed Vasyl!

The family doctor, the oncologist, the internal medicine specialist are baffled: Fred’s physical condition in no way
matches the poor state of his blood. He should be gasping for air, experiencing severe chest pain, headaches, renal fail-
ure. Yet, he is “fine!” Living a fairly normal life — except for agreeing for “mask-up” when going out and about to reduce
the risk of infection. His platelet count — which at the time of biopsy was 4 has increased to an amazing 32! Fred has not
had a platelet transfusion in over a month.

Our family doctor knows that | am praying for a miracle. He has told me he believes Fred is “living my miracle”. He
is not sure what this means to his prognosis, but the fact he is experiencing non of the symptoms is indeed miraculous.
He suggested | keep on praying.

So please, continue to present Fred’s name and cause before Blessed Vasyl. | am thankful for and humbled by
Blessed Vasyl’s help so far. | do feel quite like Dicken’s Oliver in asking “for more”, and yet, | am. Please, dear Blessed
Vasyl, continue to intervene on Fred’s behalf before God’s throne.

Marianne Hobbs

Please inform us of any blessings or grace you received, no matter how small they are.

Monthly prayer service at the Vel- Y e Presentation to medical staff
ychkolgrslalyr::;iulr;‘lalz?;;(n%lgé-\gv with Z—~~14. in a hospital in Kopychyntsi.

Presentation in the 17th cen-
tury church of the Holy
Trinity in Zovkva

Presentation in the church of the Protection

of the Mother of God in Buchach — =
Presentation in Sts. Peter & Paul Parish

in Buchach



THANK YOU!!!

Your generous donations make it possible for us to conduct our ministry at the Shrine and to
promote the knowledge of Blessed Vasyl throughout the world. Thank you to all the contributors
to the Bishop Velychkovsky National Martyr’'s Shrine. May Blessed Vasyl bless each one of you.

Contributions listed below are from November 21, 2018 until February 28, 2019.

1000+
Dr. Barbara Ann Mackalski

+500

Donna Korban

In memory of Steve Sianchuk
Lillian Sianchuk

+100

John & Martha Baluta

Zenon Boyko

Rt. Rev. Msgr. Michael Buyachok
Norman & Sandra Dobson

Father Shyshkowich Knights of Columbus

Council #8925

Sofia Hull

Interdiocesan Permanent Diaconate
Formation Program

Mary Jane Kalenchuk

Ben V. & Violet Kluk

Knights of Columbus Father Hendrick
Boels Council No. 5320, Ituna, SK

Knights of Columbus St. Anne Council
No. 10551, Wpg, MB

Augustus & Catherine Korchinsky

Joanna Kyba

Bernard Lapchuk

Adrian & Vera Olenick

William & Mary Oleynik

Walter Petryshyn

Raymond & Beverly Rawluk

Lesia Sianchuk

James Simmons

Sisters of Instruction of the Child Jesus

Morris & Iris Smolinski

Henry & Iris Spilchuk

St. Pauls’ College, Wpg

100>

Jim & Helen Adamko
Peter Adams

Ken & Irene Bosiak

Louis & Elaine Bowman
Ron & Evelyn Cinch

Ivan & Maria Fil

Wayne & Mary Haddad
Fred & Marianne Hobbs
Wirlana Holowka

Alex&er & Gertrude Karapita
Olga Kozun

Fr. David Misbrener

Anne Pawelek

Mary Peake

Richard & Marietta Persian
Steven Schmaltz

Dmytro Sikora

Iris Smellie

Fred Stoyka

Gabriel & Alisha Sweeney-Muller
Jeannine Tinguely

Stephie Wasney

Mark Watson

John Wilczynski & Beatrice Papiz
Marcel & Verna Wozny

In Memory of...
John Andrew Alcudio
Henry & Evangeline Alcudia
Sophia Bean
Elizabeth Maclsaac
Nellie Bereza
Marie Gwozd
Helena & Petro
Wayne & Mary Haddad
Jayne Buryn
Marilyn Krawchuk
Bill Chorney
Jane Chorney
Lawrence Chrun
Patricia Lendzyk
Peter Chubaty
Michael & Anne Shymanski
Judith Mae Cross
Dolores Daniels
Jack Daniels
Dolores Daniels
Nick & Mary Danylyshin
Joan Matlock
Michael & Olena Demko, Wolodymyr
Kitash & Joseph T. Demko
Yaroslava Demko
Michael & Natalia Diakiw
Myroslawa Diakiw
Andrew Didenko
Margret Didenko
Julia Dmyterko
Jaroslaw & Julia Dmyterko
William & Carrie Drosdoski
Darlene Sidak
Dychakowsky Family
Monica Houston
Edward Evanko
Vladimir & Marlene Solman
Family Ancestors
Steve Kyba family
Metro & Anne Glute
Bob & Darlene Famulak
Rev. Jacques Hamel
Walter Smadella
Joseph & Katherine Happychuk
Peter & Sonia Prociuk
Sr. Anna Hiova, S.S.M.I.
Walter Smadella
Joyce Hoklo
St. Basil's Ukr.Cath. Women's League
Bishop Michael Hrynchyshyn
Dolores Daniels
Andew Hull
Olga Szutiak
Ann Karlicki
William J. Karlicki
Maurice Kindrachuk
Elsie Kindrachuk
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Richard Korban
Olga Szutiak
Fr. Josaphat Korchinski
Joan Korchinski
Markian Koretski
Olga Szutiak
Lidia & Alexander Kotowycz
Anna Banera
Fr. Boris Kyba
Cornelia Kyba
Walter Smadella
Sharon Labine
Joseph Labine
Leschyshyn & Keyowski families
Leonard & Kasie Leschyshyn
Rick Lewak
John & Pat Lewak
Walter Lukie
Father Shyshkowich Knights of
Columbus Council #8925, Wpg, MB
Isabel Lukie
Les & Natalie Storozuk
John & Mary Maclsaac
Elizabeth Maclsaac
Gene Matlock
Joan Matlock
Ivan & Anastasia Melnycky
Peter Melnycky
Anna & John Merczyk
Betty Schill
Elaine Moroz
Orest & Margaret Fedorchuk
Micheal Morrow
Eugene & Shirley Dupuis
Pylyp & Christine Mykytyshyn
Nestor Mykytyshyn
Judy Odger
Fred Odger
Rose Ozubko
Anna Banera
Steve Prokop
Stan & Luba Sirdar
Helen Stockburn
Peter Pawlyshyn
Marcia Pawlyshyn
Elsie Paziuk
Elizabeth Paziuk
Fr. Peter Pidskalny, C.Ss.R.
Bob & Darlene Famulak
Cornelia Kyba
Sophia Pisiak
Fr. Jerry Popieluszko
Walter Smadella
Olga Popik
Peter & Glikeria lwanuck
Marrhew & Nellie Prociuk
Peter & Sonia Prociuk
Grace Prokop
Steve Prokop
Homobono G. Rana
Josie Rana
Amelia Ratushniak
Cornelia Kyba



Lyndor Reynolds
Walter Smadella
David Romanow
Betty Schill
Sandra Rybachok
Agnes Yasenko
Sannie & John Schurko
Paul & Mary Anne Kralka
Sharon & Mickey
Thomas Bailey & Terri Scott
Olga & Joe Shutiak
Elizabeth Maclsaac
Frank Shymko
Anne Shymko
Steve Sianchuk
Marian Moshansky
Soltys Family
Olga Livingston
Helen & Phillip Stattin
Wallianna Sheardown
Rose Swidinsky
St. Basil's Ukr.Cath. Women's League
Sister Theodosia
Bob & Darlene Famulak
Paul & Anastasia Trach & families
Nestor Mykytyshyn
Steve Trach
Phyllis Trach
Charlie VandeKeere
Gerry & Stefie Hrabarchuk
John Warrenchuk
Ernie & Diane Mee
Kathleen Warrenchuk
Francis Winkler
Pamela Winkler
Donna Wiwchar
Helen Stockburn

In Honor of...
Natalie Cameron

Bill & Sophie Senkowski
Maria Huerta

Dr. Kenneth & Josie Bessant
Spencer Katerynuk

Bill & Olga Katerynuk
Helen Kushner

Marie Gwozd
Lukie Tarasiuk Family

Dr. Jerry Baluta
Mackalski thanksgiving

Dr. Dr. Barbara Ann Mackalski
Marvin Oneil

Marvin & Nell Oneil

Tom Rodeck
Marie Gwozd
John & Mary Hykawy
Vladimir & Marlene Solman
Kathleen Warrenchuk
Fredalyn Rubio & Family
Manuela Rubio
Bill Senkowski
Bill & Sophie Senkowski
Vladimir & Marlene Solman
Olga Szutiak
Bishop Michael Wiwchar, C.Ss.R.
Bob & Darlene Famulak

For the Health of...
Julie Abrametz

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Abrametz
Evangeline Alcudia

Henry & Evangeline Alcudia
Alllard family

Therese Allard
Anne & Kiell

Anne Etnier
Samuel Zachary Bass

Derek & Barbara Londfield
Boychuk Family

William & Doris Boychuk
Lillian Boychuk

Marilyn Krawchuk
Sr. Frances Byblow SSMI

Paul Shumay
Danko family members

Katherine G. Danko
Carlene Deptuch

Mary Kuz
Jerry Ewanchyna

Jerry & H. Rose Ewanchyna
Family & Friends

Olga Boychuk

Alcudio Family

Henry & Evangeline Alcudia
Carl & Nettie Folk

Carl & Nettie Folk
Helen Fydirchuk

Martin & Helen Fydirchuk
Michael, Katherine, Kenneth & Lecia

Gregorish

Steven & Mary Gregorish
Frank Grzenda

Frank & Elaine Grzenda
Fred Hobbs

Fred & Marianne Hobbs
linyckyj family members

Oleh & Roksolana lInyckyj

Jessop family

Sophia Demjanew
Tamara Kostiuk

Joan Kostiuk
Corinne Kowpak

Stephen & Donna Sumka
Jaqueline Kowpak

Stephen & Donna Sumka
Mary Kuz

Peter & Marlene Skrinski
Matsalla family

Bernie & Delia Matsalla
Ron & Marlene Lukie

Orest & Margaret Fedororchuk
Lorne & Dianne

Lorne Matsalla
Matwichyna/Thullner Family

Paul Thullner & Kristya Matwichyna
Mary Theresa Papinko

Greg & Mary Papinko
Norris & Jennie Pawlychka

Edward & Anne Faseruk
Anne Porter

Ron & Angeline Gretchen
Pshyk Family

Peter & Dolores Pshyk
Fr. Len Ratushniak

Bob & Darlene Famulak

Sophia Pisiak
Redemptorist Fathers

Helen Stockburn

Tom & Nettie Rodeck

Evelyn Zaboroski
Maryanne Ruff

Merv & Rosann Lastiwka
Julia Saganski

Julia Saganski
Cyndi Salyniuk

Victoria Klimczak
Cindy Sorochuk

Victor & Elsie Sorochuk
Pearl Stepien

Irene Sulymka
Mary Sumka

Stephen & Donna Sumka
Fr. Frank Szadiak

Edward & Anne Faseruk

Phyllis Shindak
Mary Tachynski

Kathy Tachynski
Chris, Mary & Kolia Winchar

Chris & Mary & Mary Winchar
Zachary family

Peter & Olga Zachary

A BLESSING

Mary Jane Kalenchuk

On Sunday, Feb.3" 2019, my family and | were watching the Superbowl! football game when
around 6:30pm my granddaughter (18 months) climbed up on the sofa leaned over on the side arm and fell to the
marble floor heading her head and face. Her crying and screaming was unbearable. She was bleeding from the
nose and her parents quickly rushed her to the children’s emergency hospital. At about 8pm, | called my son and
could hear her crying in the background. At that moment | began to pray and asked Blessed Vasyl to intercede, |
prayed for my little granddaughter, for a miracle and healing. | prayed for awhile saying the Our Father and Hail
Mary over and over and in between asking Blessed Vasyl “please help this precious little one.” My son called about
9:35 pm to inform me that there were no broken bones, only a bruise above the right eye, right cheek, very sore
nose and a swollen lip. She had stopped crying, in good spirits and was enjoying a popsicle that the nurse had given
her. The doctor said she will be fine and to keep an eye on her throughout the night. Anxious to see my granddaugh-
ter, | arrived the next morning to find her smiling. | was amazed no bruises, no swelling at all. She was in no pain.
Her parents and | were overwhelmed. Blessed Vasyl has interceded for children in the past. Thank you Blessed
Vasyl for this miracle that our little one received.




Shrine Ministry in Winnipeg

Sr. Theresa (Guyana), Sr. Joan & Mele
(Wpg), Cindy O’Brien (Calgary)

St. Theresa’s RC Confirma-
tion Class and families,
Middlechurch, MB

Elizabeth & Alex from Edmonton

Students from the Jesuit Centre for Catholic
Studies, St. Paul’s College, Wpg

Federico & Flor Manicucci from
Dominican Republic

SHRINE SCHEDULE

Monday: Closed

Tuesday to Friday: 10 am to 5 pm
Saturday: 10:00 am to 1:00 pm
Sunday: opened until 1:00 pm

The Shrine is open to the faithful during the times
of Liturgical Services. The Museum is opened on weekends
after each Divine Liturgy.

Group tours are available.
For pilgrimage group tours call for reservations
204-338-7321 or e-mail: inffo@bvmartyrshrine.com

EVERY WEDNESDAY EVENING 7:00 pm
Liturgical Service to Blessed Vasyl
(Acathist or Moleben) followed by an anointing with
Holy Oil blessed by his relics.

L

Prayer to Blessed Martyr
Bishop Vasyl

O Lord God, You are praised
by the whole world for the
marvelous works in your
saints. | thank you for the
grace you gave to Blessed
Martyr Vasyl Velychkovsky
to be a faithful witness to You
unto the point of death.
Through his intercession | ask
for the following favour __

for your Name is
glorified forever. Amen.

Please inform the Shrine of any favors received.

Bishop Velychkovsky National Martyr's Shrine
250 Jefferson Avenue Winnipeg, Manitoba Canada R2V 0M6
Email: info@bvmartyrshrine.com Website:www.bvmartyrshrine.com

Tel: 204-338-7321




