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IN COMMEMORATION

Metropolitan Andrey’s
75th Anniversary

November 1, 2019, marked
the 75" Anniversary of the death of
the Servant of God Metropolitan
Andrey Shep-
tytsky. With-
out doubt
Metropolitan
Andrey Shep-
tytsky was the
most im-
portant figure
in the Ukraini-
an Greek
Catholic
Church in the
first half of the
20" century.
Metropolitan
Andrey was the Metropolitan of Lviv
from 1900 until his death November
1%, 1944.

He was a great leader of the
church, a visionary, a compassion-
ate and deeply spiritual pastor of his
people. To strengthen the faith of
his people, he introduced several
religious orders and congregations
into the Ukrainian Greek Catholic
Church, among whom were the Re-
demptorists in 1913. Metropolitan
Andrey visited Canada on two occa-
sions, in 1910 and in 1922. During
World War |, he was arrested and
was imprisoned in Suzdal, Russia.
He was accused of being an Austri-
an spy. He returned after the war
and shared in the suffering of his
people. With the rise of Nazism and
the beginning of the World War I,
Metropolitan Andrey saved many
Jewish young people by harbouring
them in his Ukrainian monasteries.
He lived to see the Soviets occupy
Western Ukraine.

Metropolitan Andrey was

Metropolitan Andey
Sheptytsky 1865-1944

born in 1865 into an aristocratic family,
which at that time belonged to the
Polish Roman Catholic Church. At a
young age, Andrey heard the call to
return to the church of his ancestors,
the Ukrainian
Greek Catholic
Church. He joined
the Reformed Ba-
silian Order. After
being their Novice
Master and later
Rector, he was
called to become
the Bishop of
Stanislaviv on September 17, 1899.
While he was the bishop of the city,
Blessed Vasyl Velychkovsky’s father
was a priest catechist at the Cathedral.
Bishop Andrey would become the Met-
ropolitan of Lviv a year later. Three
years later, Blessed Vasyl would be
baptised in the Cathedral where Bish-
op Andrey served.

There are many intersections in
Blessed Vasy!’s life with that of the
Metropolitan. Blessed Vasyl, at the
tender age of 15, joined the Ukrainian
Riflemen to fight off the Poles and the
' Russians. When
he was 17, he
was captured and
told to dig his own
grave. However,
before he finished
digging, the order
was changed and
he was taken to
prison and labor
camps. By God’s
grace, he es-
caped from this prison. Several days
later, he came to Lviv to Metropolitan
Andrey. The Metropolitan hid him for a
few days in a dormitory for theological
students. Here, he first experienced
the mercy and kindness of the Metro-
politan.

A year later, Vasyl entered the

Father Andrey as a
Basilian monk

Blessed Vasyl as a
young soldier

Lviv Theological Institute to study for
the priesthood. He chose the Lviv
Seminary, because this seminary al-
lowed married priests. He would not
have considered himself a stellar stu-
dent. He had trouble with Latin and
spent considerable time downtown with
his friends. When it came to his annual
exams, he did poorly. They were oral
exams taken before a group of profes-
sors at the Metropolitan’s apartment
with the Metropolitan himself the chair-
man. Young Professor Josyf Slipyj
asked three questions and to each of
Vasyl's responses, the professor said
“Wrong”. At the third response, the
Metropolitan ‘woke up’ and asked for
the questions and the responses to be
repeated. This
time after each
response the
Metropolitan said
“Good”. Thus
Blessed Vasyl
passed his ex-
ams. In his auto-
biography,
Blessed Vasyl
describes this
event as such: “ |
don’t remember,
now, the questions and answers; but |
am convinced that Father Professor
was right, because | had not adequate-
ly mastered the subject. On the other
hand, the Metropolitan had, in this
case, acted gently, paternally, closing
his eyes to the justice of the matter.

A R
Metropolitan Andrey
became Metropolitan
at the age of 36.
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And here | had, again, another proof

that Metropolitan Andrey loved me. ©
After a retreat during his third

year of theology, Vasyl made the deci-
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‘éﬁ 4 priesthood in
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St. George’s Cathedralin  Of some un-
Lviv where Blessed Vasyl ~ €xpected
was ordained to the shock, some
diaconate inconsider-
ate, insensi-

tive strength, but the fruit of the imper-
ceptible, sweet, powerful, indomitable
influence of divine grace, of God’s
love.” After the decision, he went to the
Metropolitan to announce this decision
and seek ordination to the diaconate.
The Metropolitan “smiled and said:
‘Good, good, but think about it some
more.” This happened again the follow-
ing week with the same response from
the Metropolitan. On the third try on the
following week, the Metropolitan an-
swered: “Good, good. Come on Sun-
day.” And so it is that Blessed Vasyl
received his diaconal ordination at the
hand of this holy Metropolitan. When it

came time for the priesthood, the Met-
ropolitan was unable to be present and
so his assistant Bishop Josyf Botsian
ordained him in Zboisk.

Metropolitan Andrey closely fol-
lowed the missionary work of Blessed
Vasyl. During World War Il, when the
Soviets were retreating and the Nazis
advancing, the Metropolitan sent
Blessed Vasyl as his special envoy to
do missionary work in Kamianets-
Podilskyy in
Greater Ukraine.
The Ukrainian
Greek Catholic
Church had been
liquidated from
this city 150
years earlier.
Blessed Vasyl
had great suc-
cess although
this was short
lived because of
his refusal to co-
operate with the
Nazis. Presently,
the Redemptorists have returned to
Kamianets-Podilskyy.

It is unknown whether Blessed
Vasyl was at the funeral of Metropoli-
tan Andrey. Blessed Vasyl had entered

St. Nicholas Church
in Kamianets-
Podilskyy where
Blessed Vasyl
served

the Soviet shelled city of Ternopil in
March of 1944. Because of the political
situation, it was not easy to travel, so it
is possible that he was not present.

Metropolitan Andrey was con-
sidered
even in his
life-time to
be a holy
spiritual
man of God.
The Metro-
politan is
buried in the
crypt of St.
George’s
Cathedral in
Lviv. His
cause was
opened in
1958, thus becoming a Servant of
God. On July 16, 2015, Pope Francis
approved his life of heroic virtue and
proclaimed him a Venerable. We pray
that soon Venerable Andrey Shepty-
tsky will be proclaimed a Blessed and
then a Saint.

Venerable Andrey Shepty-
tsky in the latter years of
his life
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| have been using your Holy Oil for quite sometime on my knee, bunions of both feet and swelling on
the tops of my feet caused by the varicose veins around my ankles, according to the doctor. The oil
seems to have shrunk the bunions and the tops of my feet do not swell as much. These seemingly un-
important or minor discomforts are quelled when | use this Holy OIl. | use it daily and also soak my feet
in some good warm water in the evening. This attempt to relieve the discomfort, and possible eliminate
it, may not be possible but the relief it provides from using the Holy Oil contributes to the attempt to
sustain my well-being.

My daughter in Medicine Hat, AB has been living with eczema breakouts since her 20’s. She is now 68
years old.

| wondered if the Holy Oil would be of some help to her. Therefore, please send me 3 bottles of Holy
Oil.

Beverley

no




Ministry in Ukraine

Grades 2 & 3’s from a school in
Lviv together with Fr. Yuri, C.Ss.R.

The relics of Blessed Vasyl brought and installed in
Protection of the Mother of God Church in
Zalishchyke

| Monthly devotional service in Blessed
Vasyl’s apartment in Lviv

The Entrance of the
Mother of God into
the Temple Parish,
Lyucky, Kosiv dis-

Presentation in the Dormition trict

Church in the village of Seredniy
Bereziv, Kosiv area

A family praying the Moleben
Hymn in the Apartment/Museum
of Blessed Vasyl in Lviv

Grade 7 student from a Middle School in
Lviv

Parishioners venerating the relics of
Blessed Vasyl in Holy Trinity Parish,
Solone, Zalishchyke district



THANK YOU!!!

Your generous donations make it possible for us to conduct our ministry at the Shrine and to promote the
knowledge of Blessed Vasyl throughout the world. Thank you to all the contributors to the Bishop
Velychkovsky Martyr’s Shrine. May Blessed Vasyl bless each one of you.

Contributions listed below are from September 1st until November 22nd, 2019

+25,000
Estate of Fr. Edward Evanko

+ 500

In memory of Nadia & Olexa Melnyk

Melnyk, Kramarczuk, Stefaniuk,
Wasiunec & Ramos families

In memory of Fr. Boris Kyba, C.Ss.R.

Paul and Lynne Kyba

+100

Tom Haughton

Holy Eucharist U.C.W.L.C.
Alexander & Gertrude Karapita
Dr. Joe S. & Janice Mezibrocki
James Simmons

Henry & Iris Spilchuk
Miroslaw & Irena Wasylinko

>100

Jim & Helen Adamko
Peter Adams

Mary Bernatsky

Krystyna Czemenyski
Maureen Delorme
Marianne Derkach

Fr. Elias Escanilla

Josie Ferniuk

Ilvan & Maria Fil

Sofia Hull

Miroslaw & Danuta Iwanek
Cathy Kowbel

Cecil & Leona Krywulak
Walter & Florence Lesiuk
Beverley Litkowich

Ken & Hedy Pawluk
Richard & Marietta Persian
Archbishop Gerard Pettipas
Arthur Schamp

Dmytro Sikora

Iris Smellie

Helen Stockburn

Jeannine Tinguely

William Vanderven

In Memory Of...
John Klos & William & Elizabeth
Shemeluk
Janice Klos
Sharon Bailey & Mickey Scott
Thomas Bailey & Terri Scott
Nellie Bereza
Carol Bereza-Asham
Genevieve Berezny
William Berezny
Boychuk & Pawluk Parents
Harry & Doreen Boychuk

Peter Boychuk
Edward & Anne Faseruk
Garr & Helene Kukura
Roger Comeau
Blanche Comeau
Paul Shumay
Czemerynski & Staskiewicz
Family members
Krystyna Czemenynski
Alice Demchuk
Clarence & Helena Demchuk
Ella Fedorkie
St. Basil's Ukr.Cath. Women's
League
Yvonne Frank
Susan Zeleny
Metro & Anne Glute
Bob & Darlene Famulak
Dena Gnutel
Stan & Luba Sirdar
Lorraine Hardman
St. Basil's Ukr.Cath. Women's
League
Holmes family members
Catherine Holmes
John and Barabara Karlicki
William J. Karlicki
Barry Kidd
Henri & Miriam Ragetli
Maurice Kindrachuk
Elsie Kindrachuk
Martin Koroscil
Gary & Jan Lukie
Josephine Krywulak
Marilyn Krawchuk
Sharon Labine
Joseph Labine
Harry Mechasiw
Mary Glicaria Bilinsky
Olga & Michael Moskal
Robert J. Moskal
Sam, Katie, Ivan & Helen
Mykytyshyn
Nestor Mykytyshyn
John Pawlychyn
Orest & Margaret Fedorchuk
Mary Jane Kalenchuk
Bill and Olga Katerynuk
Fr. Peter Pidskalny, C.Ss.R.
Bob & Darlene Famulak
Grace Prokop
Steve Prokop
Redemptorist Fathers C.Ss.R.
Stan &Luba Sirdar
Nelson Remenda
Elsie Remenda
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Eric Richards
Myrna Richards
Ernie Smelski
Dennis & Joyce Maksymetz
Morris Smolinski
Iris Smolinski
Sorochuk/Martyniuk families
Bernadette Sorochuk
Matt Stebeleski
Mary Glicaria Bilinsky
Florence Blanchard
Olga Boychuk
Edward & Anne Faseruk
Marie Gwozd
Garr & Helene Kukura
Steve Prokop
Stan & Luba Sirdar
Kaye Snatenchuk
Olga Szutiak
Larry & Doreen Trach
Evelyn Zaboroski
Kay Zawortny
Sister Theodosia SSJ
Bob & Darlene Famulak
Jody Yakabowski
Metro Lukie
Zdan, Zalluski, Zuko &
Ryzner families
Rick & Tara Ryzner
Joseph Zeleny
Susan Zeleny

In Honor Of...
Boychuk Family & Friends
Olga Boychuk
Ed & Anne Faseruk
John & Mary Hykawy
Diane & Bob Gingera
Mary Kokolski
Karen Mayer
Karen Mayer
Fr. John Sianchuk, C.Ss.R.
Norris & Jenny Pawlychka
Stan & Luba Sirdar
Les & Natalie Storozuk
Fr. Michael Smolinski, C.Ss.R.
Bob & Darlene Famulak
Marlene & Viad Solman
Peter & Glikeria lwanuck
Vlad Solman
Edward & Anne Faseruk
Thanksgiving for a healing
Virginia Serelo
Winchar Family
Chris & Mary Winchar



Bishop Michael Wiwchar, C.Ss.R.
Bob & Darlene Famulak

For the Health of...
Janina & Don Barrett
Orest & Margaret Fedorchuk
John, Marion & Alex Barszczyk
Fr. lvan & Marion Barszczyk
Bachynsky & Keis
Oksana Bachynsky
Mary Chuckry
Frank & Elaine Grzenda
Zenon & Bobbie Derkatch
Bob & Darlene Famulak

Paul Gulka

William & Marika Chabluk
Cheryl Haughhton & Elly

Thorkelson

Elizabeth Haughton
Cheryl Haughton

Tom Haughton
Kelly Hayden

Phil Hrycak
Fred Hobbs

Fred & Marianne Hobbs
Kwasny Family

Peter & Marlene Skrinski
Vera Matwichyna

Barbara Schroutz

Theodore Reznowski

Fr. Frank Szadiak, C.Ss.R.

Bob & Darlene Famulak

Vladimir and Marlene Solman

Yvonne Mudlo

Please consider Bishop
Velychkovsky Martyr’s
Shrine when planning
your estate. This will

help to secure the future

Erin Faulkner
Jerry Pasternak

Vera Matwichyna
Hans Schmid
Dirk Schmid

of this ministry.
Thank you.

SHRINE VISITORS

y- =
Catechism class from St. Mary’s Cathedral,
Winnipeg

Fr. Evhen Zadorozney from Kovel,
Ukraine who donated Blessed Vasyl’s
vestments to the Shrine

Sr. Emilie, Sr. Genevieve & Bro.

Marcos, from Regina

Fr. Joseph from Dallas
Texas with Anne Stephan
from Winnipeg

John & Mary Kwowlton from California,

Fr. Michael Kwiatkowski with family and
friends from Winnipeg

Fr. Elias Escanilla from Hawaii, USA
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FORMER VOLUNTEER

BISHOP VELYCHKOVSKY PILGRIMAGE NOW SUBDEACON

TO UKRAINE

A spiritual journey—
following a martyr’s life
July 5 - 26, 2020

We will walk in the
footsteps of Blessed
Vasyl —visiting the
sites where he lived,
worked and suffered.

Pilgrimage includes:

Lviv, Ternopil, Ivano-Frankivsk,
Kamianetz Podilsk, Kyiv,

Zarvanytsia (participating in the
weekend vidpust)

and other points of interest such as the
Carpathian Mountains,

Kolomeya, villages & an orphanage

Jay Korban, a long-time Shrine vol-
unteer, was ordained to the Sub-
diaconate by Metropolitan Lawrence
on November 10, 2019 at St.
Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic Church
in Transcona, MB. In the picture is
seen Jay, Sophia and their children
together with Metropolitan Law-
rence and Archbishop Stefan. May
God bless you in your future minis-

Cost: 4800.00 CDN (includes airfare from
Winnipeg, meals, accommodations and
travel throughout Ukraine)

Deadline for registration: February 29, 2020
(limited to 20 pilgrims)

For more information & registration contact: try.

Mary Jane Kalenchuk or Fr. John Sianchuk, C.Ss.R. . Py
Bishop Velychkovsky Martyr's Shrine 250 Jefferson Avenue, Winnipeg, MB  R2V OM6 Congratulations and Mnohaya Lita!

Tel: 204-338-7321 email: info@bvmartyrshrine.com

SHRINE SCHEDULE It is important to notify the Blessed

Monday: Shrine is closed Vasyl Velychkovsky Shrine if you
Tuesday to Friday: 10 am to 5 pm i i
Saturday: 10:00 am t6 1:00 prn have recelve_d a grace or a blessing
Sunday: opened until 1:00 pm through the intercession of Blessed

Shrine is open during the times of Liturgical Services.
The Museum is opened on weekends after each Divine Liturgy.
Group tours are available.
For pilgrimage group tours call for reservations
204-338-7321 or e-mail: bvshrine@mymts.net
EVERY WEDNESDAY EVENING 7:00 pm
Liturgical Service to Blessed Vasyl
(Acathist or Moleben) followed by an anointing

with Holy Oil blessed by his relics.

Vasyl. Whether it be through prayer,

a third class relic or through the
anointing with holy oil, even if the
grace seems minimal, please inform
the Shrine office,
email: info@bvmartyrshrine.com
Tel: 204-338-7321

Wishing all of our supporters and their families
a blessed Christmas and a peaceful and healthy New Year

Bishop Velychkovsky Martyr's Shrine
250 Jefferson Avenue Winnipeg, Manitoba Canada R2V 0M6
Tel/lFax: 204-338-7321 Email: info@bvmartyrshrine.com Website:www.bvmartyrshrine.com




