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 THE POWER OF THE RESURRECTION 

The Cross and the Resurrection are the source of 
hope for the whole world. The good news of the res-
urrection, first announced by an angel to the myrrh-
bearing women and then experienced by the apos-

tles gathered behind 
locked doors, became 
the event that changed 
their lives. Despite all 
the adverse circum-
stances in their lives 
(most of them were 
eventually martyred), 
the knowledge and be-
lief in the Risen Lord 
gave them great joy 
and unbreakable hope. 
This Good News has 
spread throughout the 
whole world, unfortu-
nately not all receive or 
accept this Good 
News. 

 
The longing for resurrection is deep in the human 
soul. We see this theme in movies. Often there is 
some tragedy, some broken relationships, a seem-
ingly dead end where all is lost. Then through some 
great act of self sacrifice or repentance or change of 
heart, all that was broken begins to heal and find 
new life. This is the experience of resurrection. 
Wherever we find new life, be it in nature or in rela-
tionships, there we discover the power of the resur-
rection. It fills us with joy and hope. The Cross and 
Resurrection of our Lord Jesus goes even deeper. 
Through the Cross and Resurrection, the very na-
ture of evil is destroyed, having no ultimate hold on 
humanity, and the path to new life is firmly estab-
lished. New Life rises from the pain of death.  
 
Blessed Vasyl's time in the Soviet penal camps was 
very difficult and harsh. He spent almost ten years in 
various camps after his death sentence by firing 

squad was changed to imprisonment and hard la-
bour in laager camps. While he was in Vorkuta near 
the mines #9 & #10, 
some fellow prisoners, 
Myroslaw Romash and 
Boris Mirus, who 
shared the same bar-
racks with Blessed 
Vasyl, gave us a beau-
tiful witness of his life 
there. (See: issue 
newsletter 58 - March 
2018 for more details). 
Blessed Vasyl even dur-
ing such harsh circumstances continued his priestly 
ministry.  He confessed the prisoners and cele-
brated the Divine Liturgy secretly. He would  cele-
brate the Divine Liturgy twice a day if circumstances 
allowed it. This gave the opportunity for more 
trusted fellow prisoners to attend. He also cele-
brated the Divine Liturgy in the deep coal mine 
shafts. Boris Mirus related his profound experience 
of the Divine Liturgy which was celebrated almost 

silently in virtual dark-
ness with  miner’s dirty 
clothing as vestments. 
He said those moments 
were unforgetable. 
Here, we see both the 
Cross and the Resur-

rection alive and giving 
new life to those prison-

ers who were so often besieged by despair and 
doubt. 
 
Myroslaw shared the 
experience of important 
feast days like Easter. 
They would openly have 
the Divine Liturgy in the 
barracks. They would 
invite other priests and 
set a "festive" table in 
the middle of the bar-
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CHRIST IS RISEN! 

The Icon of Resurrection  
or “The Descent into Hades” 

Myroslaw Romash & Boris Mirus, 
fellow-prisoners with  

Blessed Vasyl 

Tower and fencing around the 
prison barracks in Vorkuta 



 2 

racks. Blessed Vasyl would celebrate the Divine Lit-
urgy with all the 
prisoners from that 
barrack, preach a 
moving sermon 
and they would all 
partake of the Di-
vine Gifts. The 
guards would of-
ten look the other 
way. This too was 
a visible sign of the 
power of the Resurrection, the power to bring new 
life within circumstances filled with suffering and 
death. Blessed Vasyl witnessed to this power in his 
own attitude and approach to life and by his words 
and dealings with his fellow prisoners. 
 
As we continue to struggle with the dangers and de-
struction of the global pandemic COVID-19, and now 

with all its variants, we too can take solace as 
Blessed Vasyl did in the power of the Resurrection. 
Last year we did not know what lay before us. How 
long would this pandemic last? A few weeks? A few 
months? Years? We still don't know. The presence 
of vaccines is giving us hope. COVID-19 has taught 
us to be aware of our circumstances and to be 
aware and concerned for each other. As a world, 
we still have a long way to go before this "enemy" 
is defeated. The Resurrection of our Lord does give 
us assurance of our final victory and offers opportu-
nities of new life in our present circumstances. May 
Blessed Vasyl, who never lost hope in the Resur-
rection, give us the grace and the faith to be always 
filled with joy and hope in the face of whatever we 
encounter. 
 
Submitted by Fr. John Sianchuk, C.SS.R. 

Barracks similar to those in Vorkuta 

THE YEAR OF COVID 

March 2021 marks one year since the world changed because of the COVID pandemic. Because of COVID 
health regulations the Museum and Shrine closed its doors to the public and our staff found new ways to do 
Shrine ministry work. To make the Shrine a safe place, sanitization protocols were put in place. Weekly Devo-
tional services were moved to an online platform – Blessed Vasyl`s YouTube channel. Live-streamed Mole-
ben and Acathist services allowed us to reach people from all over the world to join us in prayer. The need to 
feel God`s presence and protection through prayers, gave us the opportunity to record the rosary in both Eng-
lish and Ukrainian. This allowed people to say the rosary before the holy relics of Blessed Vasyl. A beautiful 
rosary prayer in honour of Blessed Vasyl, created by our ministry in Ukraine and translated into English by Fr. 
John, can also be found on the YouTube channel. Because of the pandemic, we found ways to connect virtu-
ally with the people who need prayer and Blessed Vasyl`s intercession. Through our website, you can write 
prayer petitions which are lifted in prayer every Wednesday evening and/or you can light a five-day candle in 
the Shrine. 

To take advantage of all these new opportunities, we encourage you 
to go to our website: www.bvmartyrshrine.com, on our Bishop Ve-
lychkovsky YouTube Channel, you will find many prayer services. 
The latest ones are on the screen before you, but all of our services 
are found under  Videos. We encourage you to check our feastday 
program (June 27) where you find two beautiful  video testimonies.   
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MINISTRY IN UKRAINE 

The new parish in Kovel dedicated to 
Blessed Vasyl receives  

his 1st Class relics. 

Parishioners from St. Nicholas Church 
in Zolochiv during a presentation. 

St. Michael’s Parish in Sudova 
Vyshnya venerate the holy relics of 

Blessed Vasyl. 

Tanya taping a video on Blessed Vasyl’s life 
before the construction of the new church in 

Kovel dedicated to Blessed Vasyl. 
Nativity of the Mother of God Parish in 

Banya-Lisovyts presentation 

I am writing to share with you a few blessings received from God, that I believe Blessed Vasyl was instrumental in re-
questing through intercessory prayer. 

I have been visiting the shrine and asking Blessed Vasyl to intercede on behalf of a few friends of mine who were very ill 
and near death. I also asked Blessed Vasyl to pray for the conversion of my daughter, and to help her stop smoking 
drugs. I attend mass three times a week and light prayer candles each mass. I pray and read scripture and/or faith re-
lated books daily. 

Today my daughter came to me to let me know she put away all her drug paraphernalia and drugs and has "stopped for 
awhile." I cannot tell you how grateful I am to God and to Blessed Vasyl for his intercession. I will continue to pray to God 
for my daughter's strength and perseverance to refrain from drugs through Blessed Vasyl's intercession. 

My friend Nadine, has a 29 year old son who became very ill, suddenly. Mason was experiencing multiple organ failures. 
His grandmother, whom is also my confirmation sponsor, asked me to pray for him. I asked for Blessed Vasyl's interces-
sion, along with that of Mary, Joseph and all the angels and saints. Initially, the doctors believed Mason's illness was 
because of a heart problem, possibly a condition from birth. I learned this past Friday at morning mass that Mason is 
now being considered well enough for discharge, and the doctors now believe it was an infection. I know that Blessed 
Vasyl's intercessory prayers helped invoke the mercy, love and healing spirit of God and that is why Mason is alive to-
day. 

Ever since I learned about the Shrine for Blessed Vasyl, (two months ago), I have visited several times and each time 
prayed the rosary in the church and then prayed in the shrine. Last week I brought my husband to pray at the shrine. I 
intend to bring others. I previously requested prayers for your Wednesday evening prayer service for my daughter, 
Sherry and Mason. Thank you for bringing those prayers forward.     

I feel very blessed to be able to come to the shrine and pray.                                                       Wendy 

GRACES AND BLESSINGS 
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THANK YOU!!! 
 Your generous donations make it possible for us to conduct our ministry at the Shrine and to 
promote the knowledge of Blessed Vasyl throughout the world.  Thank you to all the contributors 
to the Bishop Velychkovsky National Martyr’s Shrine. May Blessed Vasyl bless each one of you. 
 

Contributions listed below are from November 21, 2020 until March 20, 2021 

+1000  
Elizabeth Haughton 
Donna Korban 
Don & Karen Solman 
In Honour of Fr. John Sianchuk, C.Ss.R. 
     George & Christine Welleck 
 
+ 500 
Ione Doddie Abrametz 
Joan Korchinski 
In memory of Fr. Boris Kyba, C.Ss.R. 
     Paul & Lynne Kyba 
In memory of Nadia & Olexa Melnyk 
     George & Anna Maria Stefaniuk 
In memory of Steve Sianchuk 
     Lesia Sianchuk 
Phyllis Sianchuk 
 
100+ 
Peter Adams 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary  
     Ukr. Cath. Church, Calgary AB 
Leonard & Sylvia Baron 
Nicholas & Hazel Borodey 
William & Doris Boychuk 
Rt. Rev. Msgr. Michael Buyachok 
Cathedral of Sts. Vladimir & Olga,  
     Winnipeg MB 
Norman & Sandra Dobson 
Fr. Walter Dudych 
Ivan & Maria Fil 
Jean-Marc & Karol Guenette 
Christina Hewko 
Alexander & Gertrude Karapita 
William & Phyllis Kobitowich 
Anna-Marie Konopelny 
Greg & Evelyn Kozoriz 
Natasha Macsymach 
Karen Mayer 
Ron & Carol Paley 
Walter & Janet Petryshyn 
Mervin & Barbara Pichlyk 
Steve Prokop 
Bev Rolston 
Myron & Janet Romanow 
Wlodzimierz & Marta Sawka 
James Simmons 
Sisters of Instruction of the Child Jesus 
Ernie & Marian Spilchuk 
Henry & Iris Spilchuk 
The Louis Joseph Oskar Balcaen  
      Family Trust 
Walter & Joanne Wandzura 
 
<100 
Gerald & Alexis Antymis 
Dr. Kenneth & Josie Bessant 
Gene & Sylvia Bodnar 

Jeffrey Chmarney 
Marianne Derkach 
Leslie & Caroline Dubowits 
Kseniya Kravtchouk 
Maureen Lawrence 
Leonard & Kasie Leschyshyn 
John & Pat Lewak 
Olga Livingston 
Adeline Mandziak 
Fr. James Miara 
Ken & Hedy Pawluk 
Richard & Marietta Persian 
Peter & Dolores Pshyk 
Raymond & Beverly Rawluk 
Louise Rodzen 
Natalie Shevernoha 
Iris Smellie 
Ihor & Jo-Ann Szelemej 
Slofko & Martha Terlecky 
William Vanderven 
Peter & Joan Washchyshyn 
Peter Wozney 
Marcel & Verna Wozny 
Richard & Verlee Zulyniak 
 
 
In Memory of... 
Genevieve  Berezny 
     William Berezny 
Joseph Blanchard 
     Matthew, Florence & Michelle Blanchard 
John Bodnar 
     Frances Bodnar 
Dmetro & David Bodykevich 
     Michael & Mary Gnutel 
Lillian Boychuk 
     Donna Krawchuk 
     Marilyn Krawchuk 
Michael & Mary Brechka 
     Lucille Magne 
Sharon Bredemeier 
     Deacon John Bredemeier 
Mike & Annie Broda 
     Kathy Tachynski 
Gerry Brosnyak 
     Irene Osinchuk 
Natalia Bryl 
     Hanna Bryl-Klimenko 
Francis Chanas 
     Stan & Luba Sirdar 
Bill Chorney 
     Linda Chorney 
Jerry Chubaty 
     Anne Shymko 
Judith Mae Cross 
     Dolores Daniels 
Jack Daniels 
     Dolores Daniels 

Nick & Mary Danylyshin 
     Joan Matlock 
Michael & Natalia Diakiw 
     Myroslawa Diakiw 
Anizia Dmytryshyn 
     Vera Marchuk 
     Orysia Parkasewych 
     Plast Perelitni Ptyci 
Jean Dobush 
     Mark & Sonya Galarnyk 
     Jean Klimchak 
William & Carrie Drosdoski 
     Darlene Sidak 
Edward Dziedzic 
     Helen Dziedzic 
Wally Eschuk 
     Vladimir & Marlene Solman 
William & Lena Evancio 
     Terry & Vicki Chaikowsky 
 Fedorchuk & Ostafichuk family 
     Orest & Margaret Fedorchuk 
Michael, Joseph, Eugene, Tony  
     and Paul 
     Alexandra Fedoruk 
Metro & Anne Glute 
     Bob & Darlene Famulak 
Joseph & Katherine Happychuk 
     Peter & Sonia Prociuk 
Bohdan Harack 
     Donna Krawchuk 
     Marilyn Krawchuk 
Bishop Michael Hrynchyshyn 
     Dolores Daniels 
Dan & Bella Kalenchuk 
     Mary Jane Kalenchuk 
Doreen Kaltenthaler 
     Don &d Brenda Gulchak 
Shirley Kalupar 
     Stan Kalupar 
William and Lydia Kalyniuk 
     Helen Stockburn 
Ann Karlicki 
     William J. Karlicki 
Stefania Karpa 
     Anna Banera 
Maurice Kindrachuk 
     Elsie Kindrachuk 
Nadia Klimchak 
     Mark & Sonya Galarnyk 
     Jean Klimchak 
John Klos, Elizabeth & William  
      Shemeluk 
     Janice Klos 
Fr. Josaphat Korchinski 
     Patrick Artymko 
John, Ann and Rudy Korol 
     Matthew, Florence & Michelle Blanchard 
 Kozakewich & Novak families 
     Mary Glicaria Bilinsky 
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Walter Krawchuk 
     Donna Krawchuk 
     Marilyn Krawchuk 
Peter Kurjewicz 
     Helen Stockburn 
 Kyba & Bobinski families 
     Bruce & Cornelia Bobinski 
     Cornelia Kyba 
Fr. Boris Kyba, C.Ss.R. 
     Adrian & Vera Olenick 
Nancy Kyrzyk 
     William & Linda Skromeda 
Dan Labay 
     Dorothy Labay 
Fr. Roman Lahola 
     John Wilczynski & Beatrice Papiz 
Anthony Leochko 
     Edward & Anne Faseruk 
     Orest & Margaret Fedorchuk 
     Rick & Jeannette Kendall 
     Katherine Leochko 
Jacob & Nellie Lysyshyn 
     Rose Zegalski 
Mary MacLean  
     Matthew, Florence & Michelle Blanchard 
     Edward & Anne Faseruk 
     Rick & Jeannette Kendall 
     Peter & Mary Samorodny 
     Vladimir & Marlene Solman 
Joe & Mary Malawski 
     Lawrence & Stella Malawski 
Gene Matlock 
     Joan Matlock 
Ivan and Anastasia Melnycky 
     Peter & Nadia Melnycky 
Nadia & Olexa Melnyk 
     George & Anna Maria Stefaniuk 
John Musyj 
     Mary Glicaria Bilinsky 
John & Anna Myrczyk 
     Lawrence & Stella Malawski 
Patricia Ouellette (Leniuk) 
     Rick & Jeannette Kendall 
     Allan & Joanne Malenko 
Peter Pawlyshyn 
     Marcia Pawlyshyn 
Michael & Mervin Penonzek 
     Anne Penonzek 
Fr. Peter Pidskalny, C.Ss.R. 
     Dianne Hood 
     Adrian & Vera Olenick 
John Potorieko 
     Anton & Florence Kuchinski 
Peter Pozniak 
     Olga Pozniak 
Matthew & Nellie Prociuk 
     Peter & Sonia Prociuk 
Grace Prokop 
     Steve Prokop 
Effie Puchailo 
     Elizabeth Paziuk 
Fr. Len Ratushniak, C.Ss.R. 
     Adrian & Vera Olenick 
Anne Romaniuk 
     Ken Romaniuk 
Jaroslav Semerak 
     Rick & Jeannette Kendall 
 Sharon & Mickey 
     Thomas Bailey & Terri Scott 

Fr. Mitrat Ihor Shpytkovksy 
     John & Martha Baluta 
Frank Shymko 
     Anne Shymko 
Steve Sianchuk 
     Marian Moshansky 
     Lesia Sianchuk 
     Lillian Sianchuk 
Peter Skazyk 
     Bev Rolston 
Sr. Theodosia 
     Bob and Darlene Famulak 
Sr. Eugenia Stefaniuk 
     Rick & Jeannette Kendall 
Storozuk & Lega parents 
     Les & Natalie Storozuk 
Michael Szadiak 
     Matthew, Florence & Michelle Blanchard 
     Maria Holinaty 
Janina Szalawilo 
     Michael & Mary Gnutel 
Simon Tam 
     Edward & Anne Faseruk 
Denise Teierle 
     Donna Krawchuk 
     Marilyn Krawchuk 
Walter Tkachyk 
     Ernie & Joan Shume 
John Warrenchuk 
     Ernie & Diane Mee 
     Kathleen Warrenchuk 
Myron Washchyshyn 
     Stan & Luba Sirdar 
     Roman & Olga Zubach 
Marianne Waynert 
     William Berezny 
Evelyn Zaboroski 
     Olga Homeniuk 
     Isabel Lukie 
     Norris & Jenny Pawlychka 
     Sam & Guyla Smilski 
John Zatwarnistski 
     Adela Zatwarnitski 
John G.  Zatwarnitski Jr. 
     Joanna Kyba 
John & Jessie Zegalski 
     Rose Zegalski 
Joseph Zegalski 
     Rose Zegalski 
Didenko & Budnick families 
     Margret Didenko 
 
In Honour of... 
Ed & Anne Faseruk 
     Michael & Hazel Kiernicki 
Diane & Bob Gingera 
     Mary Kokolski 
Sofia Kravtchouk 
     Kseniya Kravtchouk 
Fr. Raymond Lukie, C.Ss.R. 
     Bob & Darlene Famulak 
Steve Prokop 
     Helen Stockburn 
Fr. Michael Smolinski 
     Bob & Darlene Famulak 
Alicia Topor 
     Helen Stockburn 
Bishop Michael Wiwchar, C.Ss.R. 
     Bob & Darlene Famulak 

Peace in Ukriane, Armenia & Aberbajan 
     David & Beverly Hudy 
 
 
For the Health of... 
Kelly & Jeannine Happychuk family 
     Gene & Elizabeth Happychuk 
Kostiuk family 
     Joan Kostiuk 
Mary Jane and Bohdana 
     Matthew, Florence & Michelle Blanchard 
Pidwerbeski family 
     Chris Pidwerbeski 
St. Joseph`s UCWLC 
     Matthew & Florence & Michelle Blanchard 
Julian & Stephen Abrametz 
     Tom & Julie Abrametz 
Fr. Ivan Barszczyk 
     Fr. Ivan & Marion Barszczyk 
Michelle & Matthew Blanchard 
     Matthew, Florence & Michelle Blanchard 
Fr. Dmytro Dnistrian, C.Ss.R. 
     Matthew,  Florence & Michelle Blanchard 
Orest Eveneshen 
     Orest & Evelyn Eveneshen 
Orest & Margaret Fedorchuk 
     Orest & Margaret Fedorchuk 
Flynn children & grandchildren 
     Murray & Anne Flynn 
Toby Happychuk and Andy Lam 
     Gene & Elizabeth Happychuk 
Brian Hnatiuk 
     Metro Lukie 
Zorian Hudyma 
     Phyllis Shindak 
Ollie Humeniuk 
     Matthew, Florence & Michelle Blanchard 
Jessop family 
     Sophia Demjanew 
Cale Johanson 
     Millie Lefko 
Hazel & Mike Kiernicki 
     Matthew, Florence & Michelle Blanchard 
Laura Kohut 
     Mary Kohut 
Fr. Larry Kondra, C.Ss.R. 
     Matthew, Florence & Michelle Blanchard 
 Kozun family 
     Olga Kozun 
Eileen Kuzenko 
     Matthew, Florence & Michelle Blanchard 
Fr. Boris Kyba, C.Ss.R. 
     Paul & Lynne Kyba 
Dennis Kyrzyk 
     Chris Kyrzyk 
Dr. Mark Lee 
     Sophia Demjanew 
Metro Lukie 
     Murray & Anne Flynn 
Fr. Bohdan Lukie, C.Ss.R. 
     Matthew, Florence & Michelle Blanchard 
     Larry & Sandra German 
Rudy & Josie Macsymach & Family 
     Matthew, Florence & Michelle Blanchard 
Ted and Amelia Malfair 
     Ted & Amelia Malfair 
Caitlin, Beckki & Trevor Maughan 
     Douglas & Cona Maughan 
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Bishop Velychkovsky National Martyr's Shrine 
250 Jefferson Avenue    Winnipeg, Manitoba    Canada   R2V 0M6 

Tel:  204-338-7321    Email:  info@bvmartyrshrine.com    Website:www.bvmartyrshrine.com 

Prayer to Blessed Martyr  
Bishop Vasyl  

 
COVID SHRINE  SCHEDULE 

  
Monday:   Closed 
Tuesday to Friday:   10 am to 5 pm  
Saturday:    10:00 am to 1:00 pm 
 
  
 

The Shrine is open to the faithful during the above hours. 
Unfortunately, we cannot accommodate groups at this time. 

 
 
 

EVERY WEDNESDAY EVENING   7:00 pm 
Virtual Liturgical Service to Blessed Vasyl  

(Acathist or Moleben) on our  
Bishop Velychkovsky YouTube Channel 

www. bvmartyrshrine.com 

O Lord God, You are praised 
by the whole world for the 
marvelous works in your 
saints. I thank you for the 
grace you gave to Blessed 
Martyr Vasyl Velychkovsky 
to be a faithful witness to You 
unto the point of death. 
Through his intercession I ask 
for the following favour   
     for your  Name is 
glorified forever. Amen. 
 
 
Please inform the Shrine of any graces received. 

Mary Mishio 
     Susan Zeleny 
Larry Morissette 
     Larry & Carole Morisette 
Sr. Darlene & Nadia Pelechaty 
     Matthew, Florence & Michelle Blanchard 
William & Mary Oleynik 
     William & Mary Oleynik 
Steve Prokop 
     Matthew,  Florence & Michelle Blanchard 
 Saganski children & grandchildren 
     Julia Saganski 
 Sarznyski family 
     Yvonne Pregely Sarzynski 
Depthi & Prinson Sebastian 
     Prinson & Depthi Sebastian 
Dyra Senderewich 
     Joseph & Elizabeth Senderewich 

Fr. John Sianchuk 
     Matthew,  Florence & Michelle Blanchard 
Jason Sliva 
     Robert &Lydia Sliva 
Helen Stockburn 
     Matthew, Florence & Michelle Blanchard 
     Anne Kalyniuk 
Fr. Frank Szadiak, C.Ss.R. 
     Matthew, Florence & Michelle Blanchard 
     Bob & Darlene Famulak 
     Fr. Methodius Kushko, C.Ss.R. 
Sarah Turpin 
     Peter & Verna Moroz 
Vicki Tycholiz 
     Edward & Vicki Tycholis 
Steffie & Dennis Wawrykow 
     Matthew, Florence & Michelle Blanchard 
 

 Barbara Wilson 
     Anne Shymko 
Allan Winchar 
     Chris and Mary Winchar 
Lorne Woychyshyn 
     Joseph & Elizabeth Senderewich 
Kay Zawortny 
     Phyllis Shindak 

 

Please consider Bishop 
Velychkovsky Martyr’s 
Shrine when planning your 
estate. This will help to se-
cure the future of this min-
istry.           
Thank you. 

MINISTRY IN WINNIPEG 

Wednesday evening 
Devotional Services, 

lifting the pray petitions 
before the Lord. 

Welcoming Pilgrims and 
following Pandemic protocols  

Wishing all our supporters and their  
families a Blessed and Joyous Easter! 
Christ is Risen! Indeed, He is Risen! 


