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20th anniversary of beatification 
 On June 27, 2021, we will be celebrating the 20th 
anniversary of the beatification of Blessed Bishop and Mar-
tyr Vasyl Vsevolod Velychkovsky. C.Ss.R. The beatifica-
tion took place in Lviv during the first pastoral visit to 
Ukraine of Saint John Paul II, Pope of Rome. I was fortu-
nate to be present in Ukraine for that glorious event.  
 First, I attended the Byzantine Liturgy at Chayka 
airfield near Kyiv on June 25, 2001. A few hundred thou-
sand faithful attended this Divine Liturgy celebrated by the 
Pope and Cardinal Lubomyr Husar. At that time the 

Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church was just begin-
ning to establish itself in 
Kyiv. Today Patriarch 
Sviatoslav lives in Kyiv 
next to the beautiful large 
Patriarchal Sobor of the 
Resurrection. The Pope's 
presence in Kyiv gave 
hope and joy even to 
Christians of various 
faith, such as the Ortho-

dox and the Protestants. 
 The following evening, June 26, the Pope met with 
the youth before the Nativity of the Mother of God Church 
in Sykhiv, Lviv. The youth performed before the Pope and 
thousands of people. Rain fell throughout the event. As the 
Pope addressed the crowd with his prepared text, the rain 
began to fall heavier, he spontaneously sang a children's 
song for the rain to stop and prayed a prayer and immedi-
ately the rain stopped and the evening sun broke through 
the clouds. The whole crowd cheered with approval and 
joy. 
 Early the next 
morning, June 27th, we 
gathered at the Hippo-
drome in Lviv for the 
Divine Liturgy and the 
Beatification.  Millions of 
people gathered for this 
celebration. Because of 
the rain the day before, 

the grounds were wet, but this did not stop the crowd 
from gathering and standing in the mud for several hours. 
The Pope arrived to the sound of the Choir chanting 
"Vitayemo" -Welcome. Hundreds of priests were present 
as were the UGC bishops from around the world. During 
the Liturgy the proclamation took place. The Pope had 
four beatifications: Blessed Sister Josaphat Hor-
dashevska  SSMI; Blessed Bishop and Martyr Teodor 

Romzha; Blessed Priest-Martyr Omilian Kouch; Blessed 
Martyrs Mykolay Charnetsky and 24 Companions. One of 
these companions is our Blessed Bishop and Martyr 
Vasyl Velychkovsky. As the proclamation was occurring, I 
understood the power of the "Seat of Peter" - what is pro-
claimed on earth is proclaimed in heaven. 
 
 Here are a few 
excepts from Saint John 
Paul II's homily from 
that eventful Liturgy. 
 
"Greater love has no 
man than this, that a 
man lay down his life for 
his friends" (Jn 15:13). 
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Pope John Paul II with Cardinal 
Lubomyr Husar at the Divine  

Liturgy on June 27 in Lviv Ukraine 

Millions gather for the Divine  
Liturgy of Beatification in Lviv 
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THE PROCLAMATION 
 

Pope John Paul II : “Having heard the desires of our brothers Lubomyr Cardinal Husar, Major 
Archbishop of Lviv for the Ukrainians; Ivan Semedi, Bishop of Mukacheve of the Byzantine Rite; 
Stefan Mudry, Bishop of Ivano-Frankivsk for the Ukrainians; Mychajlo Koltun, Bishop of Sokakl for the 
Ukrainians and many other brothers of the episcopacy and from many faithful; after hearing the opin-
ion of the Congregation of the Cause of Saints, by our Apostolic Authority, we DECLARE that from 
now on and for ever the Venerable Servants of God: Mykola Charnetsky and 24 Companions, 
Theodor Romzha, Omelian Kovch and Josaphata Hordashevska to be glorified as BLESSEDS and 
that their feastdays are to be celebrated every year in places and in a manner according to the proper 
rites, namely: Mykola Charnetsky and 24 Companions on June 27th, Theodor Romzha on November 
1st, Omelian Kovch on June 27th and Josaphata Hordashevska on November 20th. In the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
 
Faithful: Amen. Amen. Amen.  Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.  
 
We extol you, O holy Martyrs and we glorify your sufferings which you bore for the sake of Christ!  
We extol you, O Priest-Martyr Theodor and we glorify your sufferings which you bore for the sake of Christ!  
We extol you, O Priest Martyr Omelian and we glorify your sufferings which you bore for the sake of Christ!  
We extol you, O Blessed Mother Josaphata  and we glorify your holy memory , for you pray to Christ, our God 
for us. 

"This solemn statement of 
Christ echoes among us 
today with particular elo-
quence, as we proclaim 
Blessed a group of sons 
and daughters of this glori-
ous Church of Lviv of the 
Ukrainians. Most of them 
were killed in hatred of the 
Christian faith. Some un-
derwent martyrdom in 
times close to us, and 
among those present at 
today’s Divine Liturgy there 
are some who knew them 
personally. This land of 

Halychyna, which in the course of history has wit-
nessed the growth of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic 
Church, has been covered with mountains of corpses 
and rivers of blood... 
 "Yours is a living and fruitful community. The ex-
ample of the martyrs from different periods of history, 
but especially from the past century, testifies to the fact 
that martyrdom is the highest measure of service of 
God and of the Church. With this celebration we wish to 
pay homage to the martyrs and to thank the Lord for 
their fidelity... 
 "The Servants of God who are today inscribed in 
the Book of the Blessed represent all categories of the 
ecclesial community: among them are Bishops and 
priests, monks, nuns, and lay people. They were tested 
in many ways by the followers of the infamous Nazi and 
Communist ideologies...  
 "Strengthened by God’s grace they travelled the 

path of victory to the end. This is the path of forgiveness 
and reconciliation, the path that leads to the brilliant light 
of Easter, after the sacrifice of Calvary. These brothers 
and sisters of ours are the representatives that 
are known out of a multitude of anonymous heroes – 
men and women, husbands and wives, priests and con-
secrated men and women, young people and old – who 
in the course of the twentieth century, the "century of 
martyrdom", underwent persecution, violence and death 
rather than renounce their faith... 
 "Their memory must not be lost, for it is a bless-
ing. We admire them and we are grateful to them: like 
an icon of the Gospel of the Beatitudes which they lived 
even to the shedding of blood, they are a sign of 
hope for our times and for the times to come. They have 
shown that love is stronger than death... 
 "The Saints and Blesseds, who gained the crown 
of justice in this land of Ukraine, and the Blesseds whom 
we celebrate in a particular way today, all intercede for 
you. May their example and protection help you to follow 
Christ and faithfully serve his Mystical Body, the Church. 
Through their intercession, may God pour upon your 
wounds the oil of mercy and consolation, that you may 
be able to look with confidence to what awaits you, 
knowing in your hearts that you are the children of a  
Father who loves you tenderly." 
 
 Truly it is a great gift that we have received from 
the Church. In particular, we have the holy relics, “a fully 
intact body" of Blessed Vasyl here in Winnipeg. He has 
become and will continue to be a source of hope, heal-
ing and blessings for the pilgrims who come before him 
and ask him for his intercession. 
Submitted by Fr. John Sianchuk , C.Ss.R. 
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Patron of Prison Ministry Celebrations  
in Zarvanytsia, Ukraine 

 

The Marian Shrine in Zarvanytsia, Ukraine has been a place of 
pilgrimage for centuries. It was destroyed and closed by the So-
viets in 1946 but it began its revival in 1988. Now this place of 
pilgrimage includes several churches, a Way of the Cross and 
special sites for prayer and penance. In Zarvanytsia on June 
20th 2014, Patriarch Sviatoslav proclaimed Blessed Vasyl as 
Patron of Prison Ministry. His holy relics were brought to the 
Shrine and have remained there for the veneration of the faithful 
until this day. 
 
On May 27, a pilgrimage was organized for all the Prison War-
dens and Chaplains from all of Ukraine. Over a hundred  war-
dens came for this day of prayer together with over 50 clergy. 
Oleh and Tanya, our shrine ambassadors in Ukraine, prepared a beautiful display of Blessed Vasyl as Patron of 
Prison Ministry before the outdoor altar. After the Divine Liturgy and lunch, Tanya had the opportunity to give a short 
presentation to all the wardens and chaplains about the life and role of Blessed Vasyl.  
 
At the same time the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Bishops of Ukraine were beginning their 
Synod in Zarvanytsia. Patriarch Sviatoslav had the opportunity to address the wardens 
and chaplains. When this was completed, Patriarch Sviatoslav personally met with Oleh 
and Tanya. They shared with us the following: " We met with Patriarch Sviatoslav who 
told us that our work was very important. He said that it is essential that we gather testi-
monies of graces and healings occurring through the intercession of Blessed Vasyl, so 
that his cause towards Sainthood could proceed forward. Also, Patriarch Sviatoslaw said 
that Blessed Vasyl is an important personage for our Church.” 
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TESTIMONY 

 
My friendship with Blessed Vasyl Velychkovsky started in Ukraine around 10 years ago, 
when Ksenya Kravtchouk, a staff member of Blessed Velychkovsky’s Shrine came to Dro-
hobych with a presentation about his life. His life full of sufferings as a faithful servant of 
God until his death in Canada touched me and inspired me to pray Akathist or Moleben 
services to Blessed Vasyl from time-to-time. At that time I already had some health issues 
connected to my lungs, starting from summer 2007. I had a strong chronic cough several 
times per day to clear my lungs. I was often on antibiotics as I got infected very easily. It 
was obvious my health situation was not getting better, but worse.  
 

In 2016, we accepted the invitation to come to Canada to serve the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church. We as a family started a process of collecting documents for visas and entrusted 
our decision to God. I prayed to Blessed Velychkovsky to intercede for us at this process since he was in Canada for the 
last year of his life and knows the Church needs there. I knew my health condition could be an obstacle for getting a visa 
since we had to go through a medical examination. Right before my visa medical examination, I was coughing up blood 
a few times, so I wondered if I should go for this emigration health examination since I was obviously not healthy. After 
the first examination, I was sent three months later for an X-ray and for a sputum examination. I was worried about my 
health. I did more examinations and prayed to Blessed Vasyl Velychkovsky to intercede for me before God. I was diag-
nosed with bronchiectasis. My second X-ray showed no changes, so we finally received our visas and left Ukraine for 
Winnipeg.  
 

We arrived in Winnipeg and visited the Shrine of Blessed Vasyl Velychkovsky. It was a very special moment to be so 
close to Blessed Vasyl’s holy relics, after all the difficulties we went through together with him. I can see that his leading 
hands brought us here. After a few months in Winnipeg, I started my work in the Shrine and I believe it was again with a 
help of Blessed Vasyl Velychkovsky. I felt now I had to help him and to continue his work serving the Church. Mean-
while, I continued to cough for two years in Canada. It had been already 12 years since I started to cough. I continued to 
pray to Blessed Vasyl for my health and healing at the sarcophagus with the relics of Blessed Velychkovsky. In Novem-
ber 2019, I noticed that I am not coughing any more, but I was afraid to share this since I was not sure if it was some-
thing temporary or not. Now I have not coughed for over a year and a half. For me this is a miracle through the interces-
sion of Blessed Vasyl Velychkovsky. I stopped coughing before the COVID-19 pandemic started.  I am lucky  thatI don’t 
cough as I did before in these times, when people are afraid of other people having symptoms of this illness.  
 

I am grateful to God and to Blessed Vasyl Velychkovsky for this miracle and friendship! 
 

Olesksandra Uhryn 

Lesia Uhryn 

THANK YOU!!! 
 Your generous donations make it possible for us to conduct our ministry at the Shrine and to promote 
the knowledge of Blessed Vasyl throughout the world.  Thank you to all the contributors to the Bishop  
Velychkovsky Martyr’s Shrine.  May Blessed Vasyl bless each one of you. 

Contributions listed below are from March 21st 2021 until May 31st, 2021. 

1000+ 
In memory of Metropolitan Maxym 
Hermaniuk, C.Ss.R. 
     Anonymous 
For the conversion of Canada to 
Christianity  
     Donald Larmour 
 
100+ 
Peter Adams 
W. Allan Bailey 
Vasilj & Eugenia Bartos 
Blessed Bishop Velychkovsky 
Prayer Group, Brandon MB 
Cathy Kowbel 
Karen Mayer 
Dr. Joe S. & Janice Mezibroski 
Sacred Heart UCWLC, Ituna SK 
Anne Shymko 

James Simmons 
Henry & Iris Spilchuk 
 
<100 
Michelle Blanchard 
Clarence & Helena Demchuk 
Marianne Derkach 
Elizabeth Haughton 
Marianne Hobbs 
Janice Koverzin 
Cecil & Leona Krywulak 
Marusia Labay 
Fr. David Misbrener 
Isabel Paguio 
Richard & Marietta Persian 
Steve Prokop 
Elsie Remenda 
John & Yvonne Sirdar 
Iris Smellie 

Katherine Suri 
William Vanderven 
Fr. Andrij & Lydia Wasylinko 
 
 
 
In Memory of... 
John Antoniuk 
     Marian Moshansky 
Nick Banera 
     Anna Banera 
Petry & Olena Berezny 
     William Berezny 
Dr. Borislav Bilash 
     William & Mary Zaporzan 
 Bobinski/ Patrie parents 
     Robert & Christine Patrie 
Sharon Bredemeier 
     Deacon John Bredemeier 
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Sherry & Matthew Frost 
     Victor & Elsie Sorochuk 
Curtis & Christine Gazdewich 
     Anthen & Emily Gazdewich 
 Happychuk family 
     Gene & Elizabeth Happychuk 
Susan Heislman 
     Fr. David Misbrener 
Zorian Hudyma 
     Matthew & Florence & Michelle 
Blanchard 
     Zorian & Leona Hudyma 
     Ms. Alicia Topor 
Ollie Humeniuk 
     Matthew & Florence & Michelle 
Blanchard 
Jessop family, Dr. Mark Lee, 
Suknacki family 
     Sophia Demjanew 
 Jordan 
     Elizabeth Haughton 
 Katerynuk & Happychuk family 
     Bill & Olga Katerynuk 
Lorraine Kozakewich 
     Thomas Bailey & Olga Scott 
Dennis Kyrzyk 
     Chris Kyrzyk 
Kathy Leochko 
     Matthew & Florence & Michelle 
Blanchard 
Anastasia Loeppky 
     Mary Kohut 
Tony Mandziuk 
     James & Elaine Mandziuk 
Vera Matwichyna 
     Violet Matwichyna 
Jillian Matwychuk 
     Bert & Val Galay 
Haley Norman 
     Alicia Topor 
Ed & Louise Rodzen 
     Ed & Louise Rodzen 
Crescentia & Riley Rozdeba 
     Anthen & Emily Gazdewich 
Hans Schmid 
     Dirk Schmid 
Helen Stockburn 
     Steve Prokop 
     Olga Strashok 
Fr. Frank Szadiak 
     Matthew & Florence & Michelle 
Blanchard 
     Iris Smellie 
Brayden Werezak 
     Michael & Zenya Werezak 
Sofia Werezak 
     Michael & Zenya Werezak 
Mary Winchar 
     Chris and Mary Winchar 
Shane Yellowbird 
     Fred Stoyka 
 

Michael & Olena and Josyp Demko 
& Wolodymyr Kitash  
     Yaroslava Demko 
Anisia Dmytryshyn 
     Leonard &Christina Bahry 
     John & Martha Baluta 
     Leo & Oksana Baluta 
     Myroslawa Diakiw 
Leonard Erstelle Sr. 
     Robert & Shirley Erstelle 
     Olga Szutiak 
Pat Fizycz 
     Lawrence & Stella Malawski 
Don Halipchuk 
     Olga Szutiak 
Iwan, Yaroslawa & Chrysant  
         Iwanchuk 
     Christine Walker 
Fr. Emil Kardesinec 
     Dr. Barbara Ann Mackalski 
Mark Kardynal 
     Harry & Evelyn Kardynal 
John William Karlicki 
     William J. Karlicki 
John Keyowski 
     Michael & Hazel Kiernicki 
Maurice Kindrachuk 
     Elsie Kindrachuk 
Nadia Klimchak 
     Monica Champagne 
     Michael & Mary Gnutel 
     Peter Klimchak 
     Trevor & Paula McGinn 
     Vladimir & Marlene Solman 
Maurice Kohut 
     Olga Szutiak 
Gerald Kokolski 
     Mary Kokolski 
Kay Kotyk 
     St. Basil's Ukr.Cath. Women's 
League, Wpg 
Michael Kuzminski 
     Mary Kuzminski 
Mary Lewchuk 
     Marilyn Krawchuk 
Dr. Angela Lindberg 
     Rick Korchinski 
Walter Lukie 
     Isabel Lukie 
Mary MacLean  
     Olga Szutiak 
Miriam Malawski 
     Lawrence & Stella Malawski 
Markian & Myroslav 
     Wlodzimierz & Marta Sawka 
Bernadette Matovu 
     Elizabeth Luzige 
Ann Matview 
     Margret Didenko 
Olga McNamee 
     Bill & Olga Katerynuk 
Doreen Mendis 
     Tyrrell Mendis 

Anton & Josephine Michealycia 
     Marilyn Krawchuk 
Mary  Mishio 
     Marilyn Krawchuk 
Doreen Musick 
     St. Basil's Ukr.Cath. Women's 
League, Wpg 
Peter Pich 
     Stan & Luba Sirdar 
Peter Powalinsky 
     Marilyn Krawchuk 
Anne Romaniuk 
     Elizabeth Paziuk 
Cynthia Salyniuk 
     Victoria Klimczak 
Morris Smolinski 
     Iris Smolinski 
Br. Thomas Sommerfield 
     Fr. David Misbrener 
Sonia Wawryk 
     St. Basil's Ukr.Cath. Women's 
League,Wpg 
Anne Woytowich 
     Olga Szutiak 
Sarah Yiga 
     Elizabeth Luzige 
 
In Honor of... 
Baron family blessings 
     Leonard & Sylvia Baron 
Boychuk Easter blessings 
     Olga Boychuk 
Fr. Walter Dudych 
     Stan & Luba Sirdar 
William Grywinski 
     Frank & Elaine Grzenda 
Ollie Humeniuk 
     Lillian Skazyk 
Sonya & Peter Prociuk 
     Bill & Olga Katerynuk 
 
For the Health of... 
Anna Banera 
     Matthew & Florence & Michelle 
Blanchard 
John, Marion & Alex Barszczyk 
     Fr. Ivan & Marion Barszczyk 
Fr. Volodymyr Bashutskyy 
     Agnes Yasenko 
Rt. Rev. Msgr. Michael Buyachok 
     Olga Szutiak 
Richard Carbotte 
     Paul & Adeline Carbotte 
Mary Chuckry 
     Frank & Elaine Grzenda 
Corona Virus Victims 
     Salvatora Scaletta 
Zenon Derkach 
     Zenon Derkach 
Jackie Derksen 
     Olga Szutiak 
Michael Erstelle 
     Robert & Shirley Erstelle 
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Prayer to Blessed Martyr  
Bishop Vasyl  

 
 

O Lord God, You are praised by the whole world for the 
marvelous works in your saints. I thank you for the 
grace you gave to Blessed Martyr Vasyl  
Velychkovsky to be a faithful witness to You unto the 
point of death. Through his intercession I ask for the 
following favour  ____     for your  Name is glorified 
forever. Amen. 
 
Please inform the shrine of any favors received to: 

Bishop Velychkovsky National Martyr’s Shrine 
250 Jefferson Avenue 

Winnipeg, MB  R2V 0M6   
Canada 

or  E-mail: info@bvmartyrshrine.com 

SHRINE  SCHEDULE 
  
Monday:   Shrine is closed 
Tuesday to Friday:   10 am to 5 pm  
Saturday:    10:00 am to 1:00 pm 
Sunday:    Open until 1:00 pm 
  

Shrine is open to the faithful during the times  
of Liturgical Services.  The Museum is open on weekends 

after each Divine Liturgy. 
 

Group tours are available.  
For pilgrimage group tours call for reservations 

204-338-7321 or e-mail: info@bvmartyrshrine.com 
Website: www.bvmartyrshrine.com 

 
EVERY WEDNESDAY EVENING  - 7:00 pm 

Liturgical Service to Blessed Vasyl  
(Acafist or Moleben) followed by an anointing with Holy 

Oil blessed by his relics. 

ONLINE SERVICES 

We are presently LIVE STREAM-
ING from the Shrine chapel our 
Wednesday evening devotional 
services at 7 pm CST. Through 
this  ministry we give you the op-
portunity, no matter where you 
are, to participate with us in these 
prayer services. It is an opportu-
nity for all of us to pray for 
Blessed Vasyl’s intercession. 
Through our website, you can 
contact us with your prayer re-
quests and they will be included 
in our service.  Also you can 
“Light a Candle” in the Shrine 
for your intentions. 

DUE TO THE PANDEMIC THE SHRINE IS 
CLOSED. VISIT OUR WEBSITE  

FOR UPDATES 


