Issue 74, March 2022

UKRAINIAN REDEMPTORISTS OF THE YORKTON REGION

FULLY ALIVE

Bishop Velychkovsky National Martyr’s Shrine

A TIME FOR PEACE

WAR IN UKRAINE

In a moment all changed. Life changed. Over the
past several weeks, we all have been witnessing the
invasion of Ukraine by Russian forces. We have seen
the senseless killing of so many innocent people, in
apartment complexes, in hospitals, maternity wards,
schools, orphanages and on the battle fields. We have

witnessed millions of
people who have left
behind their homes,
families, husbands and
sons and have become
displaced either to other
parts of Ukraine or
across the borders into
neighbouring countries.
We see this great hu-
manitarian disaster. Having travelled to Ukraine for
many years, especially in the last twenty years re-
searching and promoting on Blessed Vasyl Velychkov-
sky, we have made many friends and acquaintances.
Our hearts break when we see this devastation. War is
terrible and evil.

We also have seen the heroic response of the
Ukrainian army, totally out numbered and out gunned,
and yet they are offering a valiant resistance. Their
love for country, for their families, for their fellow
Ukrainians have
caused all to join in
the war effort. It has
united the people
against a common
enemy. Beyond all
odds we are seeing an
extraordinary humani-
tarian response. People helping people because they
need help. Countries opening their boarders to the ref-
ugees, assisting them with all their basic needs. The
outpouring of the world to help in whatever way possi-
ble. This expression of unity among people is a sign of
the action of the Holy Spirit.

Blessed Vasyl was no stranger to war. He was
twelve years old when World War | affected to his vil-
lage. "In 1914 - World War 1. In the years 1915-16,
came the battle line on the Dniester River. Shuparka
and all the villages were full of soldiers. Our house was

used by the Russian army staff. We were under the
barrage of Austrian artillery. For safety, we moved into
the cellar." (autobiography) As a young teenager, his
life was disrupted. For safety reasons, his parents took
him to Probizhnia to his grandfathers parish. Because
of his size as a young lad, and because all the men
had gone to war, he did the work

of a grown man bringing in the

harvest for the village. Again he

was moved to Horodenko to con-

tinue his studies. But by the age

of fifteen, a Ukrainian insurgency

army, the "Sichovy Striltsi", was

being formed, which he joined.

However, by God's grace he was

never sent to the front line, but

was always given "supporting

roles". In 1919, he was captured.
"All of a sudden, | hear the words

Blessed Vasyl as a
Sichovy Strilets

of a Polish sergeant: 'You pigs

wanted Lviv? Now dig your pits!" But the grave-pit was
not yet ready, when perchance a passing Polish of-
ficer altered the sentence of the sergeant, and shipped
me by the first train to the place for the captured in
Zolochiv." (autobiography) He later escaped and en-

tered the seminary.

During World War Il, he lived through it as a
priest-missionary. The first part of the war he spent in

Ternopil 1944

he was reorganizing the
Ukrainian Greek Catholic
Church (which had been
forbidden since 1795),
and was under Nazi oc-
cupation, he narrowly es-
caped execution. In the
latter years of the war, he
remained in Ternopil
amidst the shelling of the

the city of Stanislaviv
(Ivano-Frankisk) under So-
viet occupation. He was
detained and interrogated
by the Soviets because of
a religious procession he
organized. He experienced
tortures and accusations
by the NKVD. In 1941 in
Kamianetz Podilskiy where
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city by the Soviets. He saw
the city being devastated by
the shelling. In fact his own
bedroom was hit when he
was celebrating the Divine
Liturgy in a neighboring or-
phanage. News reached Lviv
that he was killed by that
shelling and requiem ser-
vices were celebrated for
him. But of course he re-
mained alive. As the war was
ending, in April all the hierar-
chy of the Ukrainian Greek
Catholic Church were arrest-
ed together with many
priests. Blessed Vasyl was
arrested on August 7, 1945 and imprisoned because
he refused to reject the Catholic Church and the Chris-
tian faith. He spent the next ten years in interrogations,
tortures, prisons and inhumane labour camps.

We now turn to Blessed Vasyl, who experienced
the dangers and horrors of war, to intercede for his
homeland, for Ukraine. He himself was a patriot and
understands the patriotic spirit of Ukrainians for free-
dom and democracy and for their own homeland. He
shares in the suffering of all the victims of this brutal
and unjust war. We ask Blessed Vasyl to comfort all
those who are tragically affected by this war. As the

Blessed Vasyl before his
arrest in 1945

war was beginning, we were asked by the military
chaplains to send them relics of Blessed Vasyl so that
these relics would bring courage and comfort to all
those on the front lines. We were able to do so.
Blessed Vasyl is spiritually present with those who
are fighting for the existence freedom of Ukraine.

We have composed a short prayer service on
our YouTube video channel- a Chaplet - asking
Blessed Vasyl to pray for the people of Ukraine. It can
be found on our website, Facebook and YouTube
channel. Please join us in this prayer:

"O Blessed Vasyl, you lived through the dan-
ger of war, protect your people from all enemies.

Blessed Bishop and Martyr Vasyl, pray to
God for us.”

REDEMPTORISTS IN UKRAINE

The Redemptorists have decided to stay with the people and to serve them in whatever way possible. We have two
homes in Berdyansk and Chernihiv and two Bishops in the War Zone. Berdyansk is now occupied by the Russian forc-
es, while Chernihiv has taken heavy shelling. The night before the heavy shelling began we received this text from
Chernihiv from Fr. Roman. All the Redemptorists are still alive and uninjured.

“At this time, we have had two quiet nights, which is unbelievable. But as you know, with silence comes anxiety,
for when there is silence, one thinks perhaps there is peace, but no the enemy is preparing new devilish attacks. In our
monastery on Lyubetsky street, life goes on, people are very tired. Fr. Roman looks after everything as much as possi-
ble. We talk with the children and the adults. There are confessions. Prayer unites us all. With us are Sisters, Bro.
Vasyl, Fr. Oleh. Fr. Yaroslaw and Fr. Myhailo. We remain in our outpost in the Church of the Nativity of the Blessed
Virgin Mary under her cupola of love. We do not have any bomb shelter, so when the sirens sound we go into the cor-
ridors under the icons. We actively engage in the war effort. Our church is open from 9 in the morning until the cur-
few. Today we prayed near the hospital where there are children suffering from cancer. Because of the danger and the
quarantine, we only prayed near the staff and the people were moved. We also
brought them food. We visited people who lived in parts of the city that had been
shelled. If fact, now we hear shelling but we are still alive. Everyday we cele-
brate the Divine Liturgy in the afternoon followed by Vespers. During Vespers
today, those in charge of the defense came to ask for sand found on our monaste-
ry grounds. It was unbelievable. Over 40 people came to our church. These were
people of various ages, children, youth, and adults. Fr. Oleh brought them wa-
ter for they were thirsty. Fr. Yaroslaw helped with the sand bags. I looked after
the church for people were coming in to pray and light candles. Today Chernihiv
is surrounded. This is how we live, how we pray, how we defend ourselves. Pray

for us. We are not afraid, but we pain for all the people who are suffering. At this
time we can still communicate but we do not know for how long. We are not sorry

Our Redemptorist community
in Chernihiv

that we are here. And as much as we can and whatever God permits, we will

serve our people.

Donations for Redemptorist ministry in Ukraine during this time of war can be made to "Ukrainian Catholic
Mission" 250 Jefferson Ave. Winnipeg, MB R2V OM6. In the memo please say War Relief.



ORPHAN WAR MINISTRY

For the past 15 years, we have been support-
ing Sr. Julia in her ministry with orphans in Ukraine.
This ministry for the past eight years has focused on
working and living with orphan girls at risk especially
of human trafficking. Because of her ability and suc-
cess in working with these wounded girls, the city of
Lviv has asked her to pilot a new project. Sister Julia
is in charge of operating and training her employees
to look after children from social services and the re-
habilitation of their families. Some of these children
were also true orphans. For the past year, she has
been running both projects. In fact many of the girls
that were living with her were working or volunteering
at this new centre where there were about 40 chil-
dren. As we have mentioned in past articles, many
of the girls living with Sr. Julia have entered higher
studies thanks to the tutoring Sister was able to pro-
vide for them and to the generosity of donors.

All has changed because of the War. First of
all, Sr. Julia sent her girls and the children from the
new social services centre to Poland for safety. She
decided to stay in Lviv to help future orphans and to
make room for refugees. Three of her girls who were

of age decided to
stay in Lviv and
help in the war ef-
fort. One of the
girls, Olena, is a
paramedic, so her
help will be needed
in the medical field.

The other two, Lilia

and Diana, are help-

ing Sister Julia with

the new orphans that

she is receiving from

the war zone. The

orphans began arriv-

ing within a few days.

She not only provides shelter, food, medicines, love
and care for the orphans, but she has been collecting
supplies for other orphanages and organizing their
distribution. When possible she sends these orphans
to safety in Poland and welcomes new ones. Since
the war began she has personally led convoys to
Central and Eastern Ukraine to transport food, cloth-
ing and especially medical supplies to orphanages in
those territories. When possible she has brought or-
phans back to Lviv. When someone says to her |
will pray for you”, her response is “prayer is neces-
sary and good, but you must act. You must do some-
thing.” As she says, her life is non-stop. She herself

journeys to the war areasys because as she said
"How can | ask others to go into danger when | my-
self am not willing to go." She led the convoys as a
Sister hoping to find mercy at the various check
points. So far she has been safe. She had convoys
travelling to Mykolaiv, Zhytomyr, Kharkiv, Uman, &
Kropyvnytskyi . She has asked us for financial help
for fuel for the convoys and for medical supplies,
food, clothing, baby formula and pampers for the
orphans. Thankfully because of your donations, we
were able to do this for her.

The orphan ministry in Ukraine will only in-
crease a
hundredfold as a
result of this un-
justified war.
Many new chil-
dren are losing
their parents.

Many of the existing

orphanages are pres-

ently in the war zone.

They need to be

evacuated and trans-

ported to safety. This

need will only grow.

We are raising funds

for Sr. Julia and her

orphan ministry. We

are selling lapel rib-

bons (blue & yellow)

and other items to

help raise funds. We

accept donations for

this important cause.

The donations can be

made to "Ukrainian

Catholic Mission"

250 Jefferson Ave.

Winnipeg, MB R2V

OMS6. In the memo please say Orphan War Relief.

One can also donate through e-transfer to

ucmwpg@gmail.com. Again in the "message"

mention Orphan War Relief and give your name

and address to receive a income tax receipt. Thank

you for your generosity. Please pray for the or-

phans and for those who are caring for them.
Please pray for Sr. Julia as she continues her

ministry work in trying to shelter and provide safety

for these orphans in war-torn Ukraine.



THANK YOuU!!!

Your generous donations make it possible for us to conduct our ministry at the Shrine and to
promote the knowledge of Blessed Vasyl throughout the world. Thank you to all the contributors
to the Bishop Velychkovsky National Martyr's Shrine. May Blessed Vasyl bless each one of you.

Contributions listed below are from December 3,2021 until March 18,2022

1000+
Donna Korban
Don & Karen Solman

500+

In memory of Fr. Josaphat Korchinski
Joan Korchinski

Adrian & Vera Olenick

In memory of Steve Sianchuk
Lesia Sianchuk

In memory of Nadia & Olexa Melnyk
George & Anna Maria Stefaniuk

100+

Peter Adams

Archdiocese of Winnipeg
Louis Balcaen

Vasilj & Eugenia Bartos
William & Doris Boychuk
Zenon Derkach

Norman & Sandra Dobson

Fr. Walter Dudych

David & Beverly Hudy
Gertrude Karapita

Fr. Michael & Marilyn Krochak
Natasha Macsymach
Bernadette Mandrusiak
Walter & Mary Melnyk

William & Mary Oleynik

Ron & Carol Paley

Walter & Janet Petryshyn
Raymond & Beverly Rawluk
Joseph & Elizabeth Senderewich
Anne Shymko

James Simmons

Luba Sirdar

Sisters of Instruction of the Child Jesus
Walter & Joanne Wandzura

<100

William & Marika Chabluk
Maureen Delorme

Marianne Derkach

Bert & Val Galay

Olga Hlus

Raymond & Jane Honeybun
William & Linda Kalbhen
Augustus & Catherine Korchinsky
Joan Kostiuk

Cathy Kowbel

Oristeen Kulyk

John & Pat Lewak

Olga Livingston

Sonia & Leo Macsymach
Douglas & Cona Maughan
Robert & Leanna Obirek
Elizabeth Patzer

Richard & Marietta Persian
Theodore Reznowski

Julia Saganski

Yvonne Sarzynski

Russel & Christina Sawchuk

Helen Schentag

Iris Smellie

Sam & Guyla Smilski

lhor & Jo-Ann Szelemej
Jeannine Tinguely

William Vanderven

Peter & Joan Washchyshyn
Vera Werbeniuk

Roman & Olga Zubach

In Memory Of...

Virgilio & Kenneth Abrenica
Clarita Abrenica
Charon Bailey
Thomas Bailey & Olga Scott
John & Nelle Bereza
Carol Bereza-Asham
Halina & Petro Bialas
Wayne & Mary Haddad
Florence Blanchard
Anna Banera
Eleane Baranyk
Duane & Darlene Dahl
Don & Brenda Gulchak
John & Mary Hykawy
Mary Jane Kalenchuk
Anne Kalyniuk
Eileen Kuzenko
Isabel Lukie
Natasha Macsymach
Allan & Joanne Malenko
Marian Moshansky
Steve Prokop
Brenda Schmidt
Darlene Sidak
Luba Sirdar
Iris Smellie
St. Joseph's Outreach Committee
Helen Stockburn
Olga Szutiak
Alicia Topor
Dennis & Steffie Wawrykow
Kay Zawortny
Steffie & Joe Borys
Diana Borys
Lillian Boychuk
Marilyn Krawchuk
Shirley Bryksa
St. Basil's U.C.W.L.C. Wpg
Natalia Bryl
Hanna Bryl-Klimenko
Vicki Bugera
St. Basil's U.C.W.L.C. Wpg
Sr. Frances Byblow SSMI
Luba Sirdar
Peter "Peco’” Chorney
Grace Chorney & family
William Chubaty
Anne Shymko
Judith Mae Cross
Dolores Daniels

4

Jack Daniels
Dolores Daniels
Clarance & Alice Darow
Dave Federowich
Walter Dembicki
Marilyn Krawchuk
Paul Demchuk
Clarence & Helena Demchuk
William & Carrie Drosdoski
Darlene Sidak
Ernest & Veronica Fedorowich
Dave Federowich
Mary & Wasyl Goshulak
Sophie Manulak
Frank & Gene Gurski
Eugenia Mydynski
Mike, Alice & Sharon Hood
Dianne Hood
Bishop Michael Hrynchyshyn
Dolores Daniels
Sofia Hull
Anna Banera
Dolores Daniels
Peter lwanuck
Helen Jakimeczko
Anne Kalyniuk
Isabel Lukie
Allan & Joanne Malenko
Allen & Mary Marcinkow
Darlene Sidak
Luba Sirdar
Olga Szutiak
Kathleen Warrenchuk
Dennis & Steffie Wawrykow
Marshall Huska
Vladimir & Marlene Solman
Dan & Bella Kalenchuk
Mary Jane Kalenchuk
Bill & Olga Katerynuk
Shirley Kalupar
Stan Kalupar
Lena Kalyniak
Paul & Adeline Carbotte
Ann Karlicki
William J. Karlicki
John Klos, Elizabeth & William Shemeluk
Janice Klos
Lidia & Alexander Kotowycz
John & Martha Baluta
Sherry Kozakewich
Rev. Fr. Kolin & Elzbieta Berglund
Walter Krawchuk
Marilyn Krawchuk
Mary Kuz
Mary Jane Kalenchuk
Peter & Marlene Skrinski
Olga Szutiak
Fr. Boris Kyba, C.Ss.R.
Joanna Kyba
Sr. Nestor Kyba, SSMI
Daria Kyba
Walter & Joanne Wandzura



John Kyrzyk
William & Linda Skromeda
Leschyshyn & Keyowski families
Leonard & Kasie Leschyshyn
Gloria Lucyk
Don & Brenda Gulchak
Eunice & Jerry Mathuik
Andrew Mathuik
Vera Matwichyna
Anna Banera
Violet Matwichyna
Olga McNamee
Bill & Olga Katerynuk
Anton Michealycia
Marilyn Krawchuk
Michelle's dad
Michelle Berthelette
Karel Moravek
Connie McCorrister-Moravek
Olga & Michael Moskal
Robert J. Moskal
Edward Mydynski
Eugenia Mydynski
Wesley Myk
Vladimir & Marlene Solman
Dennis Michael Novak
Peter Iwanuck
Peter & Kay Panko
Robert & Elizabeth Panko
Liam Perry
Luba Sirdar
Fr. Peter Pidskalny, C.Ss.R.
Dianne Hood
Peter Pozniak
Olga Pozniak
Fr. Len Ratushniak, C.Ss.R.
Joanna Kyba
Frank Shymko
Anne Shymko
Steve Sianchuk
Marian Moshansky
Lillian Sianchuk
Stan Sirdar
Beverly Kyle & David Sokolowski
Valerie Sigurdsson
Luba Sirdar
Pat Sirski
Evelyn Zwarych
Andrew Sirski
Anna Banera
Marge Slugoski
Joanna Kyba
Br. Thomas Sommerfield
Fr. David Misbrener
Effie Strilec
Mary Kohut
Michael Szadiak
Maria Holinaty
Vicki Tycholiz
Luba Sirdar
Olga Szutiak
John Warrenchuk
Ernie & Diane Mee
Mary Winchar
Anne Penonzek
Helen Yarema
Elizabeth Paziuk
Ryan Paziuk
Zdan, Zalluski, Zuke & Ryzner families
Rick & Tara Ryzner

In Honor Of...

Horunjak & Sawka families
WIlodzimierz & Marta Sawka
Bill Kalyniak
Paul & Adeline Carbotte
Olga Marie Katerynuk
Bill & Olga Katerynuk
Mary Kohut
Marie Gwozd
Millie Lefko
Olga Szutiak
Fr. Bohdan Lukie, C.Ss.R.
Matthew & Florence & Michelle Blanchard
Macsymach family
Matthew & Florence & Michelle Blanchard
People of Ukraine
Anne Kalyniuk
Luba Sirdar
Redemptorist Fathers
Beverly Kyle & David Sokolowski
Steve Prokop
Helen Stockburn
John Wilczynski & Beatrice Papiz
Max & Noah Reid
Phyllis Shindak
Yvonne Sirdar
Dana Lesiuk
Peter & Marlene Skrinski
Olga Szutiak
St. Joseph's U.C.W.L.
Olga Boychuk
Bishop Peter Stasiuk, C.Ss.R.
Larry & Sandra German
Frances Stelman
Olga Szutiak
Phyllis Trach
Olga Szutiak
Peace in Ukraine
Jean-Marc & Karol Guenette

For the Health of...

Borys & Orysia Antonovych
Ariadna Ochrymovych
Avram Avramoski
Bill & Olga Katerynuk
Carrie Berthelette
Michelle Berthelette
Blanchard family
Phyllis Shindak
Florence Blanchard
Zorian & Leona Hudyma
Katherine Leochko
Florence & Michelle Blanchard
Anne Kalyniuk
Michelle & Matthew Blanchard
Matthew & Florence & Michelle Blanchard
Kevin Braid
Robert & Debbie Braid
Mary Chuckry
Frank & Elaine Grzenda
Linda Dudar
Daria Kyba
Orest & Margaret Fedorchuk
Edward & Anne Faseruk
Orest & Margaret Fedorchuk
Olga Szutiak
Kenneth Fedorchuk
Theresa Antoniuk
Diane, Emily & Claire Gingera
Mary Kokolski

Christine Halischuk

Yvonne Petrinov
Cheryl Haughton

Elizabeth Haughton

Tom & Cheryl Haughton
Kelly Hayden

Phil Hrycak
Frank & Kathy Hrechka

Olga Szutiak
Hudyma family

Phyllis Shindak
Zorian & Leona Hudyma

Garr & Helene Kukura
Jessop family, Dr. Mark Lev & S. Senyk

Sophia Demjanew
Kalenchuk family

Mary Jane Kalenchuk
Katerynuk & Happychuk family

Bill & Olga Katerynuk
Spencer Katerynuk

Bill & Olga Katerynuk
Vitaliy, Vita, Svitlana, Nastya, Bohdan
Kitasz

Yaroslava Kitasz
Kuchinski family

Anton & Florence Kuchinski
Dennis Kyrzyk

Chris Kyrzyk
Debbie Lendzyk Sorestad & family

Patricia Lendzyk
Donna Lendzyk

Patricia Lendzyk
Pat Lendzyk

Patricia Lendzyk
Bernadett Lukey

Daria Kyba
Matsalla family

Bernie & Delia Matsalla
Vera Matwichyna

Peter & Nadia Melnycky
Marcel Mykytyshyn

Nestor Mykytyshyn
Elmer & Joann Parachoniak

Elmer & Joann Parachoniak
Orest Pidwerbeski

Orest Pidwerbeski
Prociuk family

Ed & Nancy Prociuk
Volodymyr Prystasz

Marta Prystasz
Redemptorist Fathers

Matthew & Florence & Michelle Blanchard
Max & Noah Reid

Phyllis Shindak
Shindak family

Phyllis Shindak
Vladimir & Marlene Solman

Yvonne Mudlo
Stattin family

Phyllis Shindak
Vicky Syganiec

Jack & Karen Moroz
Martha Terlecky

Slofko & Martha Terlecky
Larry & Doreen Trach

Garr & Helene Kukura
Chloe Woytiuk

William Berezny



is ministering to those
wounded by the war. His wife
and children help the war ef-
fort by making camouflage
netting for the soldiers and
tanks. Pray for their safety.

SHRINE MINISTRY IN UKRAINE DURING THE WAR

Because of the War, our Blessed Vasyl Velychkovsky Ministry
in Ukraine has changed. The Museum/Shrine is closed to the pub-
lic. As much as possible Oleh and Tanya do some presentations in
Western Ukraine. Daily Oleh prays online the Moleben to Blessed
Vasyl for peace in Ukraine. But for the most part, they are involved
with the war effort. Oleh, who is the administrator of a Medical Clinic

The Bishop Velychkovsky
Martyr’'s Shrine is helping
to raise funds for Sr.
Julia’s ministry in war-
torn Ukraine. These items
are available in the Shrine
-Museum (in person only).

Every Wednesday at
1:30 pm, we pray the Ho-
ly Rosary for Peace in
Ukraine. Please join us
at St. Joseph’s Church.

Also the Blessed Vasyl
Chaplet can be found
on our YouTube Channel and Facebook page.

SHRINE SCHEDULE

Monday: Shrine is closed
Tuesday to Friday: 10 amto 5 pm
Saturday: 10:00 am to 1:00 pm
Sunday: opened until 1:00 pm

Shrine is open during the times of Liturgical Services.

Group tours are available.

For pilgrimage group tours call for reservations
204-338-7321 or e-mail: info@bvmartyrshrine.com
EVERY WEDNESDAY EVENING 7:00 pm
Liturgical Service to Blessed Vasyl
(Acathist or Moleben) followed by an anointing
with Holy Oil blessed by his relics.
Services can also found On-Line on our website.

The Museum is opened on weekends after each Divine Liturgy.

Prayer to Blessed Martyr
Bishop Vasyl

O Lord God, You are praised by the whole world for
the marvelous works in your saints. | thank you for
the grace you gave to

Blessed Martyr Vasyl Vel-

ychkovsky to be a faithful

witness to You unto the point

of death. Through his inter-

cession | ask for the following

favour for your

Name is glorified forever.

Amen.

Please inform the Shrine of
any graces received.

Wishing all our supporters and their families a Blessed Easter!

KPHCTOC BOCKPEC! BOICTHHY BOCKPEC!

CHRIST IS RISEN!

INDEED HE IS RISEN!

Bishop Velychkovsky National Martyr's Shrine
250 Jefferson Avenue Winnipeg, Manitoba Canada R2V 0M6

Tel: 204-338-7321

Email: info@bvmartyrshrine.com Website:www.bvmartyrshrine.com




