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Bishop Velychkovsky National Martyr’s Shrine

EMBRACING THE CROSS—HOPE IN THE RESSURECTION

The war in Ukraine has now entered its second year.
As the war continues, one can see an attitude change in
the Ukrainian people. For the most part, they have
become "acclimatized" to the terrors of war. Life
continues, and they bear the dangers and unknowns of
this war daily. A missile can strike anywhere and at any
time. The people continue with their daily work amid the
uncertainties of the time. The Ukrainian soldiers continue
to lay their lives on the line to defend their homeland, not
knowing if they will see tomorrow. They do this with con-
viction and with love for their country and the
Ukrainian people. In some way, one can say that they are
all carrying the cross daily, accepting their circumstances
in life. They bear the cross of uncertainty and conflict that
has been placed on their shoulders at this time of war.
The people bury the dead and continue in the war effort in
whatever way they can. The enemy cannot and will not
break their spirit.

What does it mean to embrace

the Cross of Christ? This article is
being written during the week of
the Veneration of the Holy Cross.
To embrace the Cross is not just to
bow down and kiss the Holy Cross
as we make this journey of the
Great Fast. It does mean bearing
life's burdens, knowing that Jesus
did the same. In the end, Jesus
won the victory over evil through
the carrying of the Cross. Blessed
Vasyl embraced the cross in his
life.

Most of Blessed Vasyl’s life was
spent in some form of persecution.
As a young priest and missionary in

Cross that was buried
with Blessed Vasyl

the Volyn region of Ukraine, Blessed
Vasyl endured the hardship and poverty of his mission
work as he ministered to the poor immigrants. He had to
contend with the criticisms and accusations from the
foreign political government and church, who accused him
of anti-Polonization. After the adversaries appealed to
Rome, Blessed Vasyl was forced to leave Volyn and re-
turn to Western Ukraine. He did all this without complain-
ing but rather accepted it as the Will of God.

Shortly after, the Second World War began. He now
experienced persecution under the Soviets. Arrested in
Ivano-Frankivsk for a procession in honour of our
Mother of Perpetual Help, he placed his hands in the
Blessed Virgin's and trusted that God's Will would be
accomplished. He confidently embraced this cross,
knowing that the Lord was with him and would be

victorious in the end. This same attitude accompanied
Blessed Vasyl throughout his arrest in Ternopil in 1945,
his interrogations, his time on death row, and his severe
life and imprisonment in the far north coal mines in
Vorkuta. Blessed Vasyl continued daily to live his life,
remaining faithful to prayer and compassion for his fellow
prisoners. In prison, because he embraced his cross with
joy and faith, he became a beacon of hope and light to
those who lived with him and, at the same time, was a
threat to the enemy guards. Evil cannot bear to see the
Cross carried with hope.

When he returned from prison and came to Lviv,
Blessed Vasyl continued to do his priestly work faithfully
and courageously. Despite the constant persecution and
the watchful eyes of the KGB, he continued to secretly
celebrate the Divine Liturgy, organize monasteries, give
retreats to the sisters, organize seminaries, and
encourage and guide
fellow priests to do the
same. Later as a
bishop, he ordained
some 40 priests and
consecrated Bishop Vo-
lodymyr Sterniuk, who
continued Blessed
Vasyl's work after he
was exiled from Ukraine.

Embracing the cross
for Blessed Vasyl meant
that he lived a full, faith-
ful Christian life with joy,
hope, and love amid his
circumstances. Despite
the difficulties of the per-
secution, his eyes were
set upon Jesus, the Blessed Mother, and their promise of
the Resurrection. This faith allowed him to bear the bur-
den of the cross with joy and hope.

We can learn how to embrace the Cross in our life
from the example of Blessed Vasyl and the people of
Ukraine. We need not focus on the pain, the burden, and
the injustice of circumstances, but rather see the Cross
as an opportunity to give our life to God. For us, the
Cross becomes the sign of victory over evil and all its
consequences. United with Christ, we are then able to
bear our crosses with joy and hope in the final victory.
The people in Ukraine are refusing to allow the evil
aggressor to extinguish their hope of victory by bearing
their daily crosses and living their lives with faith in God's
power. May Blessed Vasyl help us to do the same.




MINISTRY IN UKRAINE

The war in Ukraine continues until today. Despite the dangers of indiscriminant shelling, terrorizing the people of
Ukraine, our Blessed Vasyl ministry continues. The Museum/Apartment in Lviv has visitors and regular services. Oleh
and Tanya continue their presentations even into the war zone. They have now extended their ministry to visiting
wounded soldiers in military hospitals.

Presentation (that was also live-streamed to over 7,000 people) Blessed Vasyl Icon in
at the Protection of the Virgin Mary Church in Dnipro. the city of Dnipro.

Young carolers bring greetings to the
Museum/Apartment in Lviv

Pilgrimagé to the Franciscan hurch Lviv Prison Chapel
in Ternopil ) B
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E“ Visiting & Praying at Blessed Vasyl’s Prison Cell in Chortkiv
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THANK YOuU!!!

Your generous donations make it possible for us to conduct our ministry at the Shrine and to promote
the knowledge of Blessed Vasyl throughout the world. Thank you to all the contributors to the Bishop
Velychkovsky National Martyr’s Shrine. May Blessed Vasyl bless each one of you.

Contributions listed below are from November 22, 2022 until March 15,2023

+ $1,000

In memory of Vera & John Chyzowski
Terri Chyzowski

Fallen Soldiers in Ukraine

Donna Korban

In memory of Steve Sianchuk
Sianchuk Family

Don & Karen Solman

In memory of Victoria (Vicki) Tycholis
Edward Tycholis

+ $500
Joan & +Fr. Josaphat Korchinski
Adrian & Vera Olenick

In memory of Myron Kramarczuk, Melnyk

& Kornijtschuk Famlies
Anna Maria & George Stefaniuk

In memory of the Welyczkowsky Family
George & Christine Welleck

+ $100

Peter Adams

Louis Balcaen

Fr. lvan & Mrs. Marion Barszczyk

Vasilj & Eugenia Bartos

Sylvia Bock

William & Doris Boychuk

Norman & Sandra Dobson

Fr. Walter Dudych

Dave Fedorowich

Larry & Sandra German

Most Rev. Metropolitan-Archbishop
Borys Gudziak

Nicolette Jaman

W. Scott Jenken

Knights of Columbus, St. Anne Council
No. 10551

Anna-Marie Konopelny

Natasha Macsymach

Bernadette Mandrusiak

Walter & Mary Melnyk

Sonya Pawliw

Walter & Janet Petryshyn

Raymond & Beverly Rawluk

Bev Rolston

Joseph & Elizabeth Senderewich

Henry & Iris Spilchuk

St. Basil the Great Ukrainian Catholic
Church

St. Paul’s College

Walter & Joanne Wandzura

Dennis & Steffie Wawrykow

$100 <

Meredith Badola

Mariette Bayer

Dr. Kenneth & Josie Bessant
Chantal Bishop

Kevin Courtright

Marianne Derkach

Don & Liz Dodd

Jean-Marc & Karol Guenette

Raymond & Jane Honeybun
Mary Kohut

Cecil & Leona Krywulak
Joanna Kyba

Nick Labay

Katherine Leochko

Adrian Ligocki

Olga Livingston

Sonia Macsymach

Peter & Nadia Melnycky

Fr. James Miara

Myron Pawlowsky & Susan Boulter
Ken & Hedy Pawluk
Richard & Marietta Persian

Archbishop Gerard Pettipas, C.Ss.R.

Myroslava Polyakova
Joanne Regnier
Theodore Reznowski
Julia Saganski

Peter & Mary Samorodny
Yarona Schvetz

Iris Smellie

St. Andrew's U.C.W.L.C.
lhor & Jo-Ann Szelemej
William Vanderven
Pamela Winkler

In Memory Of...
Patricia Banera
John & Martha Baluta
Anna Banera
Florence Blanchard
Helen Jakimeczko
Gary & Jan Lukie
Jan Rochelle
Darlene Sidak
Helen Stockburn
Peter & Joan Washchyshyn
Dennis & Steffie Wawrykow
John Bodnar
Frances Bodnar
Richard Allan Boivin
Larry & Evelyn Tycholis
Lillian Boychuk
Marilyn Krawchuk
Peter Boychuk
Marilyn Krawchuk
William & Ann Chanway
Alan & Gabrielle Chanway
Olga Dakin
Gene & Sylvia Bodnar
Julia & Harry Demchuk
Edward & Josephine Demchuk
Michael & Natalia Diakiw
Myroslawa Diakiw
William & Carrie Drosdoski
Darlene Sidak
Pauline Dyrkacz
Ernie & Joan Shume
Gerri Fallis
Helen Stockburn

Family & Friends
Olga Boychuk
Metro & Anne Glute
Bob & Darlene Famulak
Holy Eucharist U.C.W.L.C.
Deceased Members
Holy Eucharist U.C.W.L.C.
Olga Horunjak
Wlodzimierz & Marta Sawka
Dan & Bella Kalenchuk
Bill & Olga Katerynuk
Shirley Kalupar
Stan Kalupar
Harry Kardynal
Evelyn Kardynal
Mark Kardynal
Evelyn Kardynal
Ann Karlicki
William J. Karlicki
Maurice Kindrachuk
Elsie Kindrachuk

John Klos, Elizabeth & William Shemeluk

Janice Klos
Ben Kluk

Violet Kluk
Valerie Kohut

Sonia Domitruk

John & Mary Hykawy

Luba Sirdar

John & Leona Solomon

Edward Tycholis

Peter & Joan Washchyshyn
Lidia & Alexander Kotowycz

John & Martha Baluta

Anna Banera
Danny Kowbel, Jean Kowbel

Cathy Kowbel
Jacquline Kowpak

Vladimir & Marlene Solman
Walter Krawchuk

Marilyn Krawchuk
Fr. Michael Krochak

Luba Sirdar

Vladimir & Marlene Solman
Mary Kushner

Don Boitson & Andrea Gwozd-Boitson
Sr. Nester Kyba, SSMI

Susan Zeleny
Dennis Kyrzyk

Chris Kyrzyk
Anne & Joseph Leniuk

Allan & Joanne Malenko
Leschyshyn & Keyowski families

Leonard & Kasie Leschyshyn
Kevin Mandziuk

James & Elaine Mandziuk
Louis & Olga Matkowski

Edward & Josephine Demchuk
John & Olga Mezibroski

Dr. Joe S. & Janice Mezibroski
Mike & Jeanette Michalyshyn

Dr. Joe S. & Janice Mezibroski



Anton Michealycia
Marilyn Krawchuk
Anne Musyj
Peter lwanuck
Anne Obuck
Lawrence & Nadia Herasymiak
Maria Ochrymovych
Ariadna Ochrymovych
Peter Pawlyshyn
William & Linda Skromeda
Michael & Mervin Penonzek
Anne Penonzek
Fr. George Perejda, C.Ss.R.
Gladys McElwee
Michael & Mary Pyl
Dennis & Steffie Wawrykow
Fr. Len Ratushniak, C.Ss.R.
Bob & Darlene Famulak
Mary Ryczak
William & Maryka Chabluk
John & Mary Hykawy
Luba Sirdar
Lillian Skazyk
Hans Schmid
Dirk Schmid
Wsevolod Shpytkovsky
John & Martha Baluta
Lillian Sianchuk
Anna Banera
Don & Janina Barrett
Dennis & Patricia Beyak
Deacon Stepan & Natalia Bilynskyy
Antoniuk/Borger Families
Olga Boychuk
Rick & Cynthia Bryant
Duane & Darlene Dahl
Leslie & Caroline Dubowits
Edward & Anne Faseruk
Orest & Margaret Fedorchuk
Guy & Janet Foullard
Doug & Evelyn Gordon
Don & Brenda Gulchak
Marie Gwozd
Wayne & Mary Haddad
Frank & Kathy Hrechka
Zorian & Leona Hudyma
Orysia Hull
Deacon Victor & Mary Humniski
Peter lwanuck
Helen Jakimeczko
Bill & Olga Katerynuk
Rick & Jeannette Kendall
Mary Ann Klasz
Wendell & Sheila Kolsun
Anna-Marie Konopelny
Gerald Koroscil
Marie Kostiuk
Marilyn Krochak
Eileen Kuzenko
Kwiatkowski Family
Paul & Maryann Lee
Joanne Lewandosky-Kuzia & Henry Kuzia
Natasha Macsymach
Allan & Joanne Malenko
Sophie Manulak
Allen & Mary Marcinkow
Kathy Monaster
Norris & Jenny Pawlychka
Emile & Sylvia Picklyk
Tetyana Pokeza
Steve Prokop
Michael & Heather Ryczak

Phyllis Shindak
David & Phyllis Shumski
Darlene Sidak
Luba Sirdar
Lillian Skazyk
Iris Smellie
John & Leona Solomon
Ivan Soltys
Helen Stockburn
Olga Szutiak
Alicia Topor
Valerie Trattner
Rev. Protodeacon Stefan & Maria Tyrawski
Kathleen Warrenchuk
Dennis & Steffie Wawrykow
Chris Winchar
Elsie Yarish
Nadiia Yarosh
Orest & Elizabeth Zahayko
Kay Zawortny
Tony Skochylas
Wally & Betty Soloway
Samuel & Julie Storozuk
Les & Natalie Storozuk
Sister Theodosia
Bob & Darlene Famulak
John Warrenchuk
Ernie & Diane Mee
Kathleen Warrenchuk
Daniel & Mary Wawrykow
Dennis & Steffie Wawrykow
Frances Winkler
Pamela Winkler
Anne Zahara
Gary & Jan Lukie
Neil Trevor Zahayko
Orest & Elizabeth Zahayko
Joseph Zeleny & Yvonne Frank
Susan Zeleny
Michael Zubach
Anna Banera

In Honor Of...
Michelle Blanchard

Deacon Stepan & Natalia Bilynskyy & Irena
Darlene & Duane Dahl

Deacon Stepan & Natalia Bilynskyy & Irena
Demchuk & Matkowski Families

Edward & Josephine Demchuk
Gus Korchinsky

Sam & Laska Renda
People of Ukraine

John Wilczynski & Beatrice Papiz
Sisters of St. Joseph

Bob & Darlene Famulak
Fr. Michael Smolinski, C.Ss.R.

Leslie & Caroline Dubowits
Helen Stockburn & Steve Prokop

Deacon Stepan & Natalia Bilynskyy & Irena
Steve & Donna Sumka

Deacon Stepan & Natalia Bilynskyy & Irena
Alicia Topor

Steve Prokop
Bishop Michael Wiwchar, C.Ss.R.

Bob & Darlene Famulak

For the Health Of...
Theresa Antoniuk
Sophie Manulak
Margaret Antonyshen
Jean Derhak
Family
Mariana Basaraba
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Robert & Debbie Braid & Family Kevin,
Kristin, Justin Katiie & Roberta
Robert & Debbie Braid

Spencer
Lawrence & Nettie Chuckree

Adele Ducharme
Lawrence & Nettie Chuckree

Family & Friends
Mark Lloyd & Janice Tycholis-Lloyd

Ed Faseruk
John & Mary Hykawy

Ed & Anne Faseruk
Paul & Wendy Kuzina

Orest & Margaret Fedorchuk
Orest & Margaret Fedorchuk

Diana Flamand
Phyllis Shindak

Curtis, Christine & Emily Gazdewich
Anthen & Emily Gazdewich

Metropolitan Lawrence Huculak
Luba Sirdar

Zorian & Leona Hudyma
Peter & Joan Washchyshyn

Jessap Family, Craig Jessap, Suknacki
Family, Mark Lee, Senyk Family,
Mary & Brian Roberts
Sophia Demjanew

Katerynuk & Happychuk Family
Bill & Olga Katerynuk

Bill, Olga & Spencer Katerynuk
Bill & Olga Katerynuk

Jeanette & Rick Kendall
Orest & Margaret Fedorchuk

Rick Kendall
Luba Sirdar

Daryna Kokolski Swedgan
Mary Kokolski

Ollie Koniuck
Sophie Manulak

Phyllis Kowalchuk
Evelyn Kardynal

Luba Kuzina
Paul & Wendy Kuzina

Dana Lesiuk
Clarence & Helena Demchuk

Joanne Lewandowsky & Henry Kusia
Paul Thullner & Kristya Matwichyna

Marcella Melanson
Phyllis Shindak

Valerie Moskal
Peter & Marlene Skrinski

Rose Mydynski
Lorne & Elsie Stechyshyn

Marcel Mykytyshyn
Nestor Mykytyshyn

Nahuliak Families
Phyllis Shindak

Oleniuk Families
Phyllis Shindak

Steve Prokop
Phyllis Shindak
Helen Stockburn

Pshyk Family-Peter, Dolores,
Children & Grandchildren
Peter & Dolores Pshyk

Cres & Riley Rozdeba
Anthen & Emily Gazdewich

Helen Schentag
Helen Schentag

Sheardown Family
Phyllis Shindak

Shindak Family
Phyllis Shindak



Fr. John Sianchuk, C.Ss.R.
Steve Prokop & Helen Stockburn

Helen Stockburn
Steve Prokop

Sylvia Todaschuk
Valerie Stanowski

Yvonne Sirdar Haley & Hannah Chris Topar
Clarence & Helena Demchuk Helen Stockburn Helen Stockburn
Peter W. Sorochuk Violet Stoski Orest Zahayko
Victor & Elsie Sorochuk Casper & Violet Stoski Orest & Elizabeth Zahayko

Stattin Family
Phyllis Shindak

Francis Steman
Phyllis Shindak

Helen Stockburn & Haley Norman
Alicia Topor

Fred Stoyka
Fred Stoyka

Martin Hryniuk

Volunteer Staff of the Shrine
Phyllis Shindak

Fr. Frank Szadiak, C.Ss.R.
Bob & Darlene Famulak
Kathy Tachynski & Mary Tachynski

Lillian Sianchuk, one of the first volunteers of the Blessed
Velychkovsky Martyr's Shrine, passed away February 25,
2023. Her devotion to Blessed Vasyl was a big part of her
daily life. She volunteered for years and rarely missed a
devotional service over the past twenty years.

May her memory be eternal. Biynas Mam’satb!
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HOSPITALITY MINISTRY

| always look forward to the days | volunteer at the
Shrine. | am thrilled to welcome pilgrims from Ukraine
and other parts of the world. Local regulars consistently
come to pray before the sarcophagus of Blessed Vasyl,
light a candle, make a donation or request prayers for
special intentions. | truly enjoy greeting them and their
families. Visitors often chose to share a little about their
faith journey and | treasure meeting them.

Personally, these hours allow me to think less of the
business of the outside world and listen to God speaking
to me; helping me discern where He wants me to focus
my energy every day. At home, my intentions to pray and
meditate are often interrupted, but when at the Shrine, |
am surrounded by the grace and mystery of the presence
of Blessed Vasyl as | strive to listen to God’s word. It is
also a time to pray for all the intentions of our pilgrims
and add my own intensive prayers for Ukraine, my family,
community, friends and relatives.

My family feels a very strong connection with Blessed
Vasyl and his power of prayer and intercession. ltis
interesting to note that my husband and grandson are
both named Vasyl!

| would encourage all who are able, to contact the
Shrine Office to schedule a time to serve in this very
precious ministry. | find it be to an extremely rewarding
and inspirational experience.

Maryka Chabluk—Shrine Volunteer

DEVOTION TO
BLESSED VASYL

IMPACTING LIVES TODAY

Having the Blessed Vasyl Velychkovsky Shrine in
Winnipeg is like a miracle to me. To be so far away from
home but at the same time to have a place where you
can feel to be at home is a miracle. The Shrine is a spe-
cial place for my family and me: very sacred, pure and,
at the same time, vulnerable. Knowing how much
Blessed Vasyl went through, his sacrifice and dedication
to our Mother of God, makes this place holy. He worried
for Ukraine a lot, his prayers were for his people, and he
suffered for his Church and his country.

War in Ukraine impacted us all so much, we could
not sleep, eat, even sometimes pray. At the beginning,
there was a feeling of guilt that we are so far and cannot
be there to support our family, friends, and our people.
However, the Shrine was a place where | spiritually
could feel connected to my nation, their suffering and
pain, the place where | could and still can ask for help in
a prayer through the intercession of Blessed Vasyl. He
went through a lot of pain and injustice; he knows how it
is to suffer and knows the feeling of being far away from
home.

Also, | have experienced miracles in my life through
the intercession of Blessed Vasyl, asking God for help if
it is His will for that. There were times when things
looked impossible for others but turned out possible for
me and my family.

| am so glad there is a rosary asking for Blessed
Vasyl intercession that | often use as a lullaby for my son
when he has trouble sleeping. This was and still is a very
sweet experience in this, sometimes, bitter experience of
life.

CesmenHomy4eHude Bacuie,

MoJH 3a Hac Icyca 1 Mapiro!

Halyna Deva is from Ukraine,

she now lives in Winnipeg, Canada
with her husband Roman

and their son Marko



MODERN SAVE THE DATE!
DAY June 27, 2023

MARTYR Blessed Vasyl Velychkovsky Feastday
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Commemorating the 50th Anniversary
of the Death of Blessed Vasyl
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Fr. john
- \ - Sianchuk

On June 27th, we will also celebrate the Deaconal
C.Ss.R. ordination of Sub-Deacon Ivan Dzhur, C.Ss.R. by
Bishop Bryan Bayda, C.Ss.R.at 10 a.m.

IntrOdUCIng a New Video Series The Feastday celebration will begin in the evening of

Now available on the June 26th and continue in the afternoon of the 27th.

Bishop Velychkovsky National Martyr's Shrine Details to be in the next Shrine Newsletter.

If you would like to receive a detailed schedule prior
) YouTube Channel. to the day please call or email the Shrine Office.
Episode 1—Book on the Mother of Perpetual Help

Episode 2—The Lost Church in Zboisk
Episode 3—The Cross: Great Faith and Courage
Episode 4—The Cross: Power of Prayer
Episode 5—The Broken Spoon

......... more to come

Call in Prayer Requests

Prayer to Blessed Martyr Bishop Vasyl

If you have a special intention or prayer request and

would like it placed in the Shrine you can call the office, O Lord God, You are praised by the whole world for the
email or submit it through the website. Every marvelous works in your saints. | thank you for the
Wednesday during the morning Divine Liturgy in the grace you gave to Blessed Martyr Vasyl Velychkovsky
Shrine and at the evening devotional service in honour to be a faithful witness to You unto the point of death.

Through his intercession | ask for the following favour
for your Name is glorified forever.
Amen.

of Blessed Vasyl, these intentions are remembered in
prayer.

ONLINE MINISTRY SHRINE SCHEDULE
Pray before the Holy Relics Monday: Shrine is closed
The Rosary Tuesday to Friday: 10:00 am to 5:00 pm
The Blessed Vasyi Chaplet Saturday: 10:00 am to 1:00 pm
all are available at anytime on the The Shrine is open after weekend Liturgies.
Blessed Velychkovsky National Martyr’s Shrine Group tours are available,
YouTube Channel. to make arrangements contact the Shrine Office
Join us EVERY WEDNESDAY at 7:00 pm
LIVE STREAMING of the For a Liturgical Service in Honour of Blessed Vasyl
Devotional Liturgical Services are broadcast (Acathist or Moleben)

every Wednesday - 7 p.m. CDT on
For more information: 204-338-7321
° YouTuhe facebOOk e-mail: info@bvmartyrshrine.com

Bishop Velychkovsky National Martyr's Shrine
250 Jefferson Avenue Winnipeg, Manitoba Canada R2V 0M6
Phone: 204-338-7321 Email: info@bvmartyrshrine.com Website: www.bvmartyrshrine.com
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