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A TIME FOR PRAYER

Slava Ukraini! Heroiam Slava!

Over the past few months my eyes have been glued to
the newscasts on the internet and television, follow-
ing the events happening in Ukraine. We have seen
a people become intensely aware of its identity and
the values of freedom, religion and justice. We have
seen a people defend these values in the face of
fierce opposition unto the point of death. These
same values were also held dearly by Blessed
Vasyl.

As this article is being written, the events in
Ukraine are changing so quickly that by the time it is
published and by the time you read it, the situation
could again be very different. Presently, the Russian
forces are occupying the Crimean peninsula and the
world leaders and diplomats are seeking some solu-
tion before there is an armed conflict and more lives
are lost.

The conflict that has been present in Ukraine has

shown quite vividly - the face of evil. We saw the bla-
tant lies of the former government officials; the out-
right disrespect of the human person and the disre-
gard for human life. Medics who were members of
the Red Cross were being attacked for helping the
injured. Journalists were muzzled and fired at so that
the story would not be told. People were being ar-
rested without cause. Others were kidnapped and

had disappeared or were tortured and killed. People
armed with nothing but their bodies, some sticks
and stones, stood ground before those with bullets
and grenades. In the end, close to a hundred peo-
ple became “martyrs” for the cause of justice and
for a Ukraine free from foreign tyranny.

As these event unfolded, it was difficult not to
think of the circumstances of Blessed Vasyl. Alt-
hough there was awareness in North America of
oppressive reality of the Soviet Union, there was
also a certain distance from those events. But today
with the presence of modern media, the events of
recent days echo to some degree the circumstanc-
es of Blessed Vasyl's life. The last 30 years of
Blessed Vasyl’s life was lived under the tyranny and
oppression of the Soviet Union. The shocking
events of recent days of torture and abuse of hu-
man dignity and freedom were the standard fare for
Blessed Vasyl. On any day he could be called out
for interrogation. Any one of his pastoral activities -
his retreats, Divine Liturgies, catecheses, seminary
training, celebration of sacraments, funerals, reli-
gious writings - could become a cause for his arrest,
torture or even death. He lived this persecuted life
every day. Yet, like the people on the barracks of
the Maidan Square, he did not hide or withdraw
from proclaiming the Gospel, rather courageously
and without fear he continued to work tirelessly for
the growth of the church and the salvation of souls.

Like the leaders of the opposition in Kiyv,
Blessed Vasyl did not shrink from confronting the
leaders of his day. On several occasions he con-
fronted the government in Moscow about the injus-
tice of his personal sentence and about the injustice
of proclaiming the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church
an illegal entity. He brought petitions to the Su-
preme Soviet to have at
least some churches
open for the Ukrainian
Catholics. He did this
courageously knowing
that this could intensify
persecution against him.
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forces and stood in the way of the bullet. Their
courage for the sake of justice and freedom in-
spired the people of the whole country as well as

the whole western world. People rose up and al-
so gained courage to confront the injustice of the
system. They continue in this struggle. A martyr’s
sacrifice gives new life to others. Blessed Vasyl’s
martyrdom inspires us to a greater commitment
to our Christian faith and Christian values.
Blessed Vasyl was willing to die so that the Chris-
tian faith not be compromised nor diluted. He
lived the life of God’s compassion, mercy and
forgiveness even towards his enemies.

He lived a life of prayer, knowing that the pow-
er of God was more wonderful than anything hu-
mans can achieve. On the Maidan, clergy from all
faiths (Catholic, Orthodox, Protestant, Muslim,

Judaic) gathered hourly to prayer for God’s pro-
tection, for victory over evil, for conversion of
hearts and for peace. Many of the unexplainable
events of the Maidan have been attributed to the
direct intervention of divine power by church
leaders and by the people. Blessed Vasyl be-
lieved that it was only through prayer that the

power of evil can be overcome. In his life also there
were many instances where this victory was evi-
dent.

These recent events of the Maidan, no matter
what outcome results in the near future, must not
be forgotten for they reflect the best of the human
spirit, that which needs to be emulated by others.
So too, the life of Blessed Vasyl needs to be pro-
claimed to the world, for it crystallizes the response
of faith in God that all of humanity needs to find and
cultivate.

Submitted by Fr. John Sianchuk, C.Ss.R.
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A Prayer for Ukraine

O Lord of Heaven and Earth!

You sent your Only Begotten son, Jesus Christ, to bring
peace and harmony to your people on earth. Hear our
prayer, we beseech You, for the gift of peace for our broth-
ers and sisters in Ukraine who struggle to make their voic-
es heard for a better political, economic and social future.
Help them stop the violence and blood shed as they strug-
gle for their democratic rights in peace and Christian char-
ity.

God of our Ancestors!

Protect your Holy Church in our ancestral land. After
many years of underground existence and secular control,
grant that the Church leaders may continue to profess
their faith publically, standing with the people in prayer on
the streets and squares of the nation. Help your Church
proclaim to all that indeed: “God is with us!”

Heavenly King!

Pour forth your gift of holy wisdom upon the people of
Ukraine so that after many years of subjugation by outside
powers, they can continue their journey down the road to
self-determination, guided by honest political leaders. To-
gether may they build the just society that our

people long for. By your grace, and through the interces-
sion of the Holy Mother of God and all the saints of
Ukraine, may the people of Ukraine find pride and joy in
their nation so that they may give You unending praise:
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever and ever.
AMEN!




GRACES AND BLESSINGS

Dear Fr John: Sometime after Christmas (2012) I brought my mother to visit
Blessed Vasyl’s shrine, a gem in our city, and you treated us to a wonderful tour
complete with the most engaging anecdotes. At the time I was about four months
pregnant and my Mom requested a special blessing on my behalf. Since I inherited a
non-rare genetic disorder called Richardsonian translocation — the cause for multi-
ple miscarriages — an extra blessing with holy oil was certainly appreciated. On July
22" 2013, we gave birth to a beautiful boy we named Cedric. With Blessed Vasyl’s
intercession, we hope our little boy will grow up strong in his faith like the martyr
who graces our city.

Jacinta Palud

PROMOTION OF BLESSED VASYL IN UKRAINE

As we continue our yearly trips to Ukraine, the work has evolved
from gathering testimonies, artifacts and documents with regard to
Blessed Vasyl to promoting him to the Ukrainian faithful. This we
have done through the establishment of a museum - his apart-
ment from the time of the underground church -, through the print-
ing of brochures, prayer services and booklets, and most recently
through presentations of his life and witness of the Christian faith.
It was very difficult to achieve all these goals from Canada. To
help us in the promotional work in Ukraine, last summer we hired
a young man, Taras Hull. Taras has become very eager in pro-
moting Blessed Vasyl and is visiting schools and parishes giving Z
power point presentations to the people. We are grateful that God L

has blessed our work in Ukraine with Taras’ enthusiasm and faith. Taras Hull giving a tour of the museum
to seminarians from Lviv.

Students from the school in the village of
Ternavska, Lvivski Oblast

Taras Hull with grade 9
students in Yevshan School
in Lviv

Grade 9 students from Yevshan school in Lviv

Grade 5 students from Yevshan School
in Lviv 3



THANK YOU!!!

Your generous donations make it possible for us to conduct our ministry at the Shrine and to
promote the knowledge of Blessed Vasyl throughout the world. Thank you to all the contributors
to the Bishop Velychkovsky Martyr’s Shrine. May Blessed Vasyl bless each one of you.

Contributions listed below are from December 1, 2013 until February 28, 2014.

+5000
Elsie A. Tymchak

+1000
In memory of the Gulenchin family
Mary Anne Piercy

+500
Katherine Dankewich
Kenneth Harris
Lesia Sianchuk
In memory of Constantin & Bohdan
Welyczkowsky
George & Christine Welleck

+100
Anonymous
Vasilj & Eugenia Bartos
William & Genevieve Berezny
Martin & Helen Fydirchuk
Mike & Terry Genik
Sofia Hull
Carol Jahanger
Mary Jane Kalenchuk
Sviatoslaw Karnaoukh
Knights of Columbus,
St. Anne Council No.10551
Edith Kotyk
Stan Kyba
Regina Muench
Adrian & Vera Olenick
Joanne Pidperyhora
Raymond & Beverly Rawluk
Julia Saganski
Lillian Sianchuk
Sisters of Instruction of the
Child Jesus
St. Basil’s Ukr. Cath. Women’s
League
Authur & Frances Winkler
Bishop Michael Wiwchar
Pauline Wuschenny

>100

Tom & Julie Abrametz

Jim & Helen Adamko

Albin & Lorraine Anderson
Matthew & Anastasia Bakan
Maria Barcelon

John & Elsie Baryluk

Dr. Kenneth & Josie Bessant
Dc. Stepan Bilynskyy
Lorraine Blackhall

Brenda Bohach

Ron & Evelyn Cinch
Veronica Domingo

Josie Ferniuk

Jerry & Anne Fontaine
Perlita Gallosa

Larry & Sandra German
Wirlana Holowka

Dc. Victor & Mary Humniski
Rose Kozak

Marusia Labay

Nick Labay

John & Pat Lewak

Dr. Joseph Lozinsky
Lawrence & Stella Malawski
Nestor Mykytyshyn

Leslie & Darlene Nelson
Richard & Shyanne Parks
Richard & Marietta Persian
Amelia Ratushniak
Wilodzimierz Sawka

Helen Schentag

Ernest & Leona Shewchuk
Frank & Anne Shymko
Dmytro Sikora

Sister Servants of Mary Immaculate

Lilian Skazyk

Peter & Marlene Skrinski

Iris Smellie

Gladys Smysniuk

Peter & Joan Waschyshyn

John Wilczynski & Beatrice Papiz
Harvey & Gloria Winn

Peter Wozney

Marcel & Verna Wozny

In Memory Of...
priests, religious, & faithful
Carole Marie
Florence Bayda
Grace Lashyn
Mary Lazurko
Marian Moshansky
Stan & Luba Sirdar
Sophia Bean
Elizabeth Maclsaac
Gerald Berscheid
Laurie Fedorowich
Bobyn & Yarotsky Family
Orest Bobyn
Myron Nicholas Borys
Mary Anne Piercy
Boychuk & Solotki family
Alexander & Olga Boychuk
Vera Buczynsky
Anna Banera

Budnik & Didenko families
Margret Didenko
Anne Burdeniuk
Stan & Luba Sirdar
Alice Carter
Stan & Luba Sirdar
Jack Daniels
Dolores Daniels
Rose Danyluk
St. Basil's U.C.W.L.C.
James Derkach
Annie Derkach
Nick, Minnie & Leonard Derkach
Fr. Methodius Kushko
William & Carrie Drosdoski
Darlene Sidak
Fr. Yaroslaw Dybka, C.Ss.R.
Augustus & Catherine Korchinsky
Stan & Luba Sirdar
Fr. Morris Dzurman, C.Ss.R.
Ron & Angeline Gretchen
Fr. Simeon Evanochko, C.Ss.R.
Beverly Kyle & David Sokolowski
Fred Ewankiw
Fr. Methodius Kushko
Fedorchuk & Ostafichuk family
Orest & Margaret Fedorchuk
Sharon Fenby
John & Doreen Rudan
Mychajlo Gembarsky
Anna Gembarsky
Metro & Anne Glute
Bob & Darlene Famulak
Gulenchin Family
Roy Gulenchin
Mary Anne Piercy
Mary Hayka
Millie Lefko
Elizabeth Hnatiuk
William Hnatiuk
John Homeniuk
Olga Homeniuk
Bishop Michael Hrynchyshyn,
C.Ss.R.
Carrie Bishop

Rodney & Theresa Hrynchyshyn
Stan & Lukba Sirdar
Jurij Hwozdulych
Boris & Alexandra Hwozdulych
Nick Jaman
Edward & Anne Faseruk
Orest & Margaret Fedorchuk
Martin & Helen Fydirchuk
Stan & Luba Sirdar



Vladimir & Marlene Solman
Marie & Peter Jaresh
Claudia Jaresh
Alice Kachur
Claudia Jaresh
Nicholas &Ann Kereliuk
Stan & Luba Sirdar
Peter Kokolski Olga Seychuk
Mary Kokolski
Anne Kowalyk
Allen & Mary Marcinkow
Helen Krawec
Henry & Jean Schur
Bishop Michael Kuchmiak
W. Allan Bailey
John Kupskay
Stephanie Kupskay
John, Helen & Mary Lukie
Olive Gurica
Martin, Annie & Millie
Nick and Mary Winchar
Ted Martyniuk
Debora Grywaches
Loretta Huska
Bernadette Sorochuk
Bruce Sorochuk
Neil Sorochuk
Gene Matlock
Joan Matlock
Michaela Matwe
Katherine Matwe
Joan Sikorsky
Anastasia Melnycky
Anna Banera
Peter Melnycky
Anna & John Merczyk
Betty Schill
Judy Odger
Fred Odger
Modiste Olynyk
Rose Olynyk
John & Anne Paley
Ron & Carol Paley
Stefania Pankewycz
Dr. Joe S. & Janice Mezibroski
Eugene & Maria Paschyn
Zenon & Zorianna Kohut
Daniel Pasieczka
Stan & Luba Sirdar
Rosalia Pernarowski
Greg & Mary Papinko
Walter Peternaik
Bernice Peterniak
Fr. Jerry Popieluszko
Walter Smadella
Kay Sawychyn
Sharron McKenzie
Rev. John Sholdak
Walter Smadella
Fr. Mitrat lhor Shpytkovksy
Wsevolod Andrew Shpytkovsky
Shutiak & Hyshka Family
Olga Shutiak
Michael & Mary Smadella
Walter Smadella

Storozuk & Lega parents
Natalie Storozuk
Josie Warga
Fred Odger
John Warrenchuk
Ernie & Diane Mee
Kathleen Warrenchuk
Constantin & Bohdan Welyczkowsky
George & Christine Welleck
Nellie Wowczuk
Bohdan & Diane Wowczuk
Fr. Nestor Yakiwchuk
Marian Moshansky
Phyllis Sianchuk
Vladimir & Marlene Solman
Fr. Andrew Zayac
Walter Smadella

In Honor Of...
Irena Bilynsky
Deacon Stepan Bilynskyy
Boychuk children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren
Alexander & Olga Boychuk
William & Anne Karlicki
William J. Karlicki
Fr. Taras Kchik, C.Ss.R.
Maria Kchik
Sophia Kravtchouk
Kseniya Kavats
Katherine & Michaela Matwe
Sr. Theresa Matwe, S.S,M.I.
Sulymka children & grandchildren
Irene Sulymka
Mr. & Mrs. J. Tymkiw
Claudia Jaresh

In Health Of...
Mike & Lillian Balak
Mike &Lillian Balak
Gemma, Dalayoan, Zennie & Gloria
Balassu
Nilda Balassu
my family
Carolina Belen
Karen Birill
Peter & Glikeria lwanuck

Daniel, Richard, Miliane, Meagon
Paul & Adeline Carbotte
Paul Chrunyk & family
Paul & Waltraud Chrunyk
Dave Derksen, Trevor Derksen & fami-
ly & well-being of Jody Derken
Mr. & Mrs. David Derksen
Dmyterko family
Jaroslaw & Julia Dmyterko
Greg Fedoruk
Alexandra Fedoruk
Marilyn Jessap
S. Demjanew
Kereliuk & Happychuk families
Gene & Elizabeth Happychuk
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Roman & Ann Indzeoski
Roman & Anne Indzeoski
Vitaley, Ivan, Svitlana, Victoriya &
Vasil Kitasz
Yaroslava Kitasz
Mike Kriha family
Mike Kriha
Nellie Lysyshyn
Joseph & Rose Zegalski
Matsalla grandchildren
Bernie & Delia Matsalla
Olivia Mcdonell
Mary Sobkow
Mary Pinanha
Jim & Olha Nakonechny
Pauline Prystai
Walter and Pauline Prystai
Olivia
Josie Rana
Joanne
Michael & Verna Rawlyk
Myron & Janet Romanow
Myron & Janet Romanow
Khloe & Gracey Sacco
Sophie Manulak
Olga Shutiak
Olga Shutiak
Deanna Stinson
Sr. Theresa Matwe, S.S,M.I.
Fr. Frank Szadiak, C.Ss.R.
Richard & Verlee Zulyniak
Jim Verokowsky
Mary Peake
Werbeniuk Family
Vera Werbeniuk

Please consider Bishop
Velychkovsky Martyr’s
Shrine when planning
your estate. This will

help to secure the future
of this ministry.
Thank you.




SHRINE VISITORS

Knights of Columbus Canon Luhovy Assembly #374
open their meeting with a prayer at the Shrine

Paticipants in Octave of Prayer for Christian Unity
visit the museum

Candle burning in the
Shrine as a prayer for
the people of Ukraine at
this time of crisis.

Pastoral Team studying in Winnipeg

Youth from St. Anne, Manitoba and district
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SHRINE SCHEDULE Prayer to Blessed Martyr
Monday: Closed BIShOp Vasyl
Tuesday to Friday: 10 am to 5 pm .
Saturday: 10:00 am to 1:00 pm O Lord God, You are praised
Sunday: opened until 1:00 pm by the whole world for the
marvelous works in your
saints. | thank you for the
The Shrine is open to the faithful during the times grace you gave to Blessed
of Liturgical Services. The Museum is opened on weekends Martyr Vasyl Velychkovsky
after each Divine Liturgy. to be a faithful witness to You

unto the point of death.

Group tours are available. Through his intercession | ask

For pilgrimage group tours call for reservations

204-338-7321 or e-mail: info@bvmartyrshrine.com for the following favour __
for your Name is
EVERY WEDNESDAY EVENING 7:00 pm glorified forever. Amen.

Liturgical Service to Blessed Vasyl

(Acathist or Moleben) followed by an anointing with . . .
Holy Oil blessed by his relics. Please inform the Shrine of any favors received.
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